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JUDtEA capta. 


CUAPTER I. 

“ xVoAiN will [ build tbcc, and thou shall he 
built, O Airgin of Israel!” saith the Lord. Ever- 
more hearing in mind tliis promise, n'gardiiig it 
as a beacon of hope, yea, of positive certainty, 
brightening tlic dark path that we are about to 
traAerse, we may the better bear to fix a stedfast 
gaze on the desolations of many generations,— to 
recall, in what has been, the painful prelude to 
what now is ; and to relate how, with the stroke of 
a cruel one, tlic holy city was smitten, her spiri- 
tual privileges extinguished, and her temporal 
glories buried in the dust. 
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‘‘ Beautiful for situation,” that which consti- 
tuted its ])riiicipal beauty was also its main 
strength. Judea is peculiarly a “ liill country 
and in the neighbourhood of the lioly city these 
mountainous elevaticms are rendered so conducive 
to its defence as to have furnished King David 
with an illustnition of the divine gnardianshii) : 
“ As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, 
so the Loud is round about his peoj)lc.” AVhat 
the size and asjiect of the city inav h€a\e been in 
the da> > of its highest splendour, wlien Solomon 
swa}ed the sceptre of Israd, not then disunited 
from Judal), or e^en what it may have been when 
Zeruhhahel had reared tin* second temjde, and 
Nehemiali rebuilt the nails, it is not our present 
intention to iiupiire. AVe conn* before the city of 
the great king in darker da} s, inti'ut on describ- 
ing it as seen by the Ixdeagueriiig hosts of Boiiu*, 
advancing to tiv th(‘ abomination of desolation 
s])oken of by Daniel the jirophet, in the hoi} 
])lace. 

At this lime, the jiosition of Jerusalem, as le- 
gards its natural strength and eoinjiaet beaut}, 
was, and yet was not, what travellers now behold 
it. The e\erlasting hills do indeed maintain their 
ancient idaces, but the deep rapines, naturally al- 
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most impassable by a hostile force, are now 
choked up by the accumulated ruin and negleet of 
many centuries, divesting the site of its other- 
wise isolated appearance, particularly siinv Zion 
has been ploughed like a field ; and the city of 
David presents, on its magnificent external accli- 
vity, little else than a waste of desolat(‘ ground. 
Our ideas concerning the place arc in general ex- 
tremely confused and erroneous : many will speak 
and write of Zion and Moriah, the city of David 
and the Temj)le, as though they had formed an 
undistinguished mass, and were convertible terms. 
So far is this from being correct, in reference to 
the Jerusalem of the Bible, that we recpiire to ob- 
tain a clear, and in many instances a wholly novel, 
> iew of its geographical position, before avc can 
comfireheiid even the proceedings of tlic Roman 
invader. 

We will first speak of its boundaries, as they 
existed eighteen hundred years ago. Northward 
of the city rose an iiudulati ng ground, termed 
Scopus, w'hieh stretched away also to the west- 
w'ard, rendering the approach in thr;t direction 
comparatively easy ; it was, indeed, the only ac- 
cessible point, and all the enemies who have at- 
tacked Jerusalem made it their highway. To- 
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wards the south-west the ground began to deepen 
into a valley, whence rose, in lofty grandeur, the 
noble hill of Zion. This was called the valley of 
Gihon, and soon spread into another valley, that 
of Iliinioni, running due. west and east, between 
the southern foot of Zion and an elevation termed 
the hill of Evil-counsel, from a tradition that 
there liad Solomon been Aisled by his idolatrous 
wives into the sin that polluted the latter part of 
his reign. The valley of Himiom was met, at 
the south-eastern extremity of the city, by another 
and a far more striking pass, the valley of the 
Kidron, or Jehosopliat ; tiiis, running along the 
whole eastern course of the city, yielded a bed to 
the brook Kidron, and separated Mount Moriah 
from the Mount of Olives. The side of the for- 
mer was exceedingly steep, precipitous, and alto- 
gether an unapproachable defence?. No adequate 
conception can be formed, from its present ap- 
pearance, of what it was before the fall of those 
immense ruins that have converted its descent 
into a slope, and raised its original level ; but it 
is plain that its whole aspect has been so changed. 
The Mount of Olives, however, remains unaltered, 
a sublime and enduring relic, of interest so thrill- 
ing that its very name awakens emotions not less 
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deep in the bosom of the Gentile Christian than 
in that of the Jew. This beautiful mountain rises 
like a broad shield over against where the Temple 
of the Lord once stood ; and the traveller who 
takes up his post on itHswelling side beliolds the 
holy city spread out, hi all its length and breadth, 
at his feet. 

Of tlnit city itself we have now to speak, and 
of its remarkable divisions. Su]>posiiig ourselves 
placed on the Mount of Olives at the period re- 
ferred to, its aspect would have been that of three 
very distinct hills, separated one frdm the other 
by narrow but deep ravines ; while, towards the 
north, that is, to the right of tlie spectator, in 
front, extended a fourth division, reaching far over 
the comparatively level country in that direction. 
First of the holy hills, right opposite the Mount 
of Olives, and rising so as to terminate in abroad, 
square platform, was Moriah, on whose summit 
stood the magninqent Temple, witliin its threefold 
courts. To the south, the hill descended till it 
reached the spot where the vallies of Ilinnom and 
of the Kidron meet, the eastern side of this hill, 
which here was called Ophel, running along the 
whole ridge of the latter, the western terminating 
in a deep, abrupt deelivity, called the valley of the 
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Tyropean. T]ic sides of Moriah, precipitous on 
the cast, wctc also steep on the west and on the 
south ; and at the angle of these two points a 
lofty bridge was requisite to sj)an the Tyropean, 
and so to form a comiftinieation between the 
Temple and the upper city on Mount Zion. 

This hill, rising from the valley of Ilinnoni on 
the south, and hounded on the cast and north by 
the Tvroj)ean, (which thus wound its way through 
the heart of Jerusalem,) was at once tin* high- 
est, the strongest, and the most imjiortant of the 
inhabited places round Morijih ; its outlines were 
so p(‘rfectly dcfincul, that it might well he called a 
city in itself, apart from and independent of all 
the rest. The third hill, Acra, was the site of 
tlie ancient Salem, which David took from tlu' 
Jebusites, lying due west of the Temple, and 
north of Zion ; its irregular sides sloping towards 
the Tyropean, and ascending the Mount Moriah, 
while its northern and western boundaries were 
formed by Bezetha, the most recent addition to 
the metropolus. 

Zion is frequently used to designate the whole 
city, as being the principal, the most conspicu- 
ous, part. While the site of the Temple was but 
a threshing-floor, Zion was covered with magnifi- 
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cent buildings, and at all subsequent ])cnods it 
was tlie residence of the princes and chief men. 
Here David fixed bis kingly seat, and here, during 
bis reign, and for some years after Solomon’s ac- 
cession, tbe Ark of tli^^ Lord remained witbin a 
tabernacle which David bad prepared for it. 
That Zion, where corn now waves, and a few 
flocks find pasturage among its beautiful but de- 
solate slo])es, presented to tbe eye one vast pile of 
architectural grandeur and military strength. A I 
tbe time whereof we write, such w^as its character, 
while that of Acra, venerable as it was, and fa- 
mous as liaving bcicii the seat of IMelchizedek’s 
kingdom, had become principally mercantile ; its 
numerous intricate and narrow streets being 
densely inhabited by tradesmen, artizaus, and all 
those who ministered to the luxurious dwellers in 
the palaces of Zion. Dezctlia, as it has been ob- 
ser\*ed, was a more modern addition to the city, 
having been walled in by Agrippa, but by no 
means in so perfect a manner as he had planned 
to do it. Here the popilation was less crowded, 
and ill every sense it formed the weakest part of 
Jerusalem. Moriah was altogether occupied by 
the Tenqile, with its extensive courts and enclo- 
sures, excepting Ophel, that slip of it which we 
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have noticed as running southward, parallel with 
Zion, but separated from it by the very abrupt 
ravine of the Tyropean, the remarkable pass 
which completely isolated the stately hill of Zion, 
but of which, in its original character as a deep, 
winding valley in the midst of a populous city, 
we can form but a very imperfect conception now. 
In fact, in all its lower portions, the modern Je- 
rusalem is built upon the mass of what was rolled 
<lown from its heights in the days of oft-renewed 
destruction ; and the Tyropean especially became 
the natural receptacle of these falling fragments. 
Ophel was ])rincipally assigned to the numerous 
inferior officers and servants of the Temple, who 
had their dwellings thus within a convenient dis- 
tance of the Holy House, and were not separated 
from it by any intervening harrier. 

Thus, though imjierfcctly, we have endea^'oured 
to sketch with some accuracy the scene of events 
now to be narrated. It is impossible, however, 
to quit this branch of the subject without remark- 
ing to what an extent the privilege granted to be- 
lievers of making a spiritual a})plication, suited to 
individual cases, or to that of the church, of what 
has been aforetime i^ritten in reference to Israel, 
has occasionally been perverted, even to a total 
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oblivion of the literal significancy of the words, 
and to the exclusion of those to whom they were 
primarily addressed. 

Let us, for a moment, pause on this. The 
second chapter of Isaiah’s prophecy is one much 
prized by the Christian believer. It commences 
with glorious promises of a state of future blessed- 
ness on earth. “ And it shall come to pass, in 
the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established in the top of the moun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all 
nations shall flow unto it.” This is frequently 
taken to indicate a state of extraordinary ful- 
ness and prosperity enjoyed by the Christian 
church at large, uneonfined to any locality, but 
spreading abroad over the whole earth. By the 
mountain of the Lord’s house,” the great bulk of 
our commentators understand that kingdom de- 
scribed by Daniel, which " becomes a great 
mountain, and fills the whole earth,” certainly 
typifying the universal dominion of him who shall 
be King over all the earth ; but to this particular 
passage in Isaiah a locality is assigned : the pro- 
phet describes it as ** The word that Isaiah, the 
son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusa- 
leni^ To this some answer, that in prophetic 
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language Judah means the believing people of 
Christ, and Jerusalem the whole church, as a 
church ; an organized body of men, having its 
offices, its ministers, and so forth. Ihit lot us 
turn to the projdiecv of Mieah (third chapter, 
last five verses.) There, the j>eculiar transgres- 
sions of Israel, for which a visitation was pending, 
arc described, ending with (hose remarkable 
words : Thcref()r(‘ shall Zion for your sake he 
plowed as a field, and Jicuusalem shall become 
heaps, and the Mountain of the House as 
the high places of the forest.” 

Zion, the city of David, is now in great mea- 
sure, as we have seen, a ploughed surface, on 
which corn is grown, and a few flocks find pas- 
turage. Jerusalem, the ancient city of the 
Jebusites, that Salem of which Melchizedek was 
king, now called Acra, once the most densely po- 
pulated of the whole area, has b(‘en made hea])s 
of ruined buildings, insomuch that the exist- 
ing town at this day stands on the confused 
“ heaps ” of what formerly was. The rubbish 
has in some places well nigh filled up and levelled 
what has been a deep valley ; and a builder seek- 
ing a solid foundation must work through com- 
plete strata of these accumulations to a depth of 
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many feet before he can rcacli it. The Moun- 
tain OF THE House, Moriah, where the Temple 
of the Lord stood, is become as the hip;!! places 
of the forest. Baal, and the other idols that 
proved so often a snare to Israel, had their altars 
always on hip;h places, surrounded by j:i;roves of 
trees, whieh God-fearing kings from time to lime 
cast down, plucked up, and removed away ; for 
th(*y were accursed things, abominations, unlawful 
to Israel, baleful unto God, wdio forbade the ap- 
proach of his people to their unhallowed con- 
fines. 

What now is the state of Mount Moriah ? It is 
erown(?d by a moscpie, which, being the temple of 
a most false religion, is as a high place of the 
forest to the Jew, who is not oidy forbidden by 
his law to set foot within the boundary, but is 
likewise compulsorily excluded by the Moslem 
usurper and defiler of that holy site. It is not a 
high place of the forest, for no idol is there, no 
altar, no grove, — it is as a high place of the 
forest, for it is an abomination making desolate, 
and that to w'hich no Israelite can approach. So 
far no one can question the remarkably literal 
fulfilment of a most literal prediction ; and then 
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— no break intervening in the original Hebrew — 
the Word proceeds : ‘‘ But in the last days it 
shall come to pass that the Mountain of the 
House of the Lord shall be established in 
the toj) of the mountains, and it shall he exalted 
above the hills, and people sludl flow unto it. 
And many nations shall come, and say, Come, 
and let us go up to the house of the God of Ja- 
cob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk ill his paths : for the law shall go forth 
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem,” Here we have, in the plainest exhibi- 
tion that language can afford, the three moun- 
tains, — Zion, ploughed as afield, Acra, reduced to 
heaps, and Moriah, polluted by a false religion, 
rebuilt, restored, re-sanctified, and become once 
more the resort of .voluntary worshippers from 
every cpiarter of the globe. Thus saith the 
Lord, I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in 
the midst of Jerusalem ; and Jerusalem shall 
be called a city of truth, and the Mountain of 
THE Lord of Hosts, the holy mountain. . . . 
Thus saith the Lord of Hosts : If it be marvellous 
in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these 
days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes ? 
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saith the Lord of Hosts. Thus saith the Lord of 
Hosts ; Behold I will save many people from the 
east countr)^ and from the west conntrj^ and I 
will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalem ; and they shall be my people, and 1 
will be their God, in truth and in righteous- 
ness.”* 

Let it not, then, be imagined that with the 
feelings of a mere antiquary we call to mind, or 
would bring to the view of our readers, exact lo- 
calities, their names, and peculiar features. All 
these things not only have been, but shall be ; 
Zion, Acra, Moriah, shall yet stand forth upon 
the world’s map, not only in their indelible out- 
line, but in all the rich beauty of such finishing 
and such tinting as the hand of God alone can 
restore to them. Zion, Jcinisalem, and the Moun- 
tain of the Lord’s house, shall be familiar to 
the ears and lips of all men as now they are 
to the thought of the careful student of Scrip- 
ture. 

Wi- have now to notice the walls of the ancient 
city, in connexion with this imperfect sketch of 
its natural divisions. Of these we shall have 
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occasion hereafter to speak more particularly, 
and need merely in this place observe that 
they not only perfectly surrounded the whole 
city, embracing Moriah, Acra, and Bezetha^ in 
one pompact line of bulwarks, but also afforded 
a separate defence to each : for after the first 
and most ancient of them had completely en- 
circled Zion, sending out an additional line to en- 
compass 0])hel and join the massive walls of 
the TeTn[)le, a second, thrown out in a semicir- 
cular fonn, defended Acra, its extreme points 
resting on the first ; and a third w^all, added by 
Agrij)})a, took in the suburban district of Be- 
zetha, from the northern angle of the Temple to 
the majestic tower of Hi])picus, which stood 
wh(*re the ancient citadel of David had guarded 
his Zion at the north-western extremity of its 
sweej). Of these walls the strength was prodi- 
gious. Built of huge stones, the fragments of 
which cause the men of our times to stand 
amazed; studded with mighty tow’^ers, each in 
itself’ a fortress, and manned by the lion tribe of 
Judah, w^ell imiy we enter into the feeling that 
laughed to scorn the besiegers’ menace, and 
proudly reiterated the song for the sons of 
Korah : 
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Walk n!)out Zion, and go round about her,— 
Tell ye the towers thereof ; 

Mark ye well h(*r bulwarks, consider her palaces. 
That ye may tell it to the gcncnition following.”. 
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CIIAFfER 11. 

Therk is no lack of historical notices of what 
befcl the holy land and its peojdc in the day of 
their terrible visitation ; Josejdius is within the 
reach of most readers, while Milmaii and others 
have fiiniished an abstract of what he recorded. 
Two things, howe^cr, are noticeable ; — the Jewish 
historian evidently wrote not only under Roman 
patronage, but with a keen eye to his own inte- 
rest, in producing what should best please his 
alien masters ; and though a gleam of nationality 
may here and there struggle through the dense 
cloud of worldly feelings, princi))les, and ])ursuits, 
it is presently extinguished by the prudential or 
the egotistical principle, and we are compelled to 
feel that he painted his picture under the lion’s 
paw, — obliged to exaggerate the merits of brute 
force, and to lower as much as he could whatso- 
ever related to the other combatant. The histo- 
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rical accuracy of hi8 general details we may admit, 
the more readily because what they set forth had 
already been traced in the prophetic Word ; but 
wc find in him little of the sympathy that might 
be looked for in treating such a subject. That he 
was a Christian we cannot for a moment believe ; 
neither his language nor the themes he most de- 
lights to dwell on accord with the religion that 
breathes j)eace on earth, good will towards men. 
How far towards heathenism he may have carried 
his comiiliances to propitiate . his patron Cmsars, 
we cannot tell. Mos(;s seems to have retained 
small part in him ; and of that s])irit which shone 
so gloriously in Moses, that ardent devotedness to 
the cause of his j)eo])le which renders his cha- 
racter so exquisitely lovely and loveable, Josephus 
possessed not an atom. 

On the other hjind, our Christian historians 
have written under two impressions, alike unfa- 
vourable and erroneous. The one was, that Je- 
rusalem had been visited wdth final destruction, her 
wrecks being left merely as monuments of divine 
vengeance, not as providing also materials to re-con- 
struct, in surpassing splendour, what was once 
east down. The other delusion which, whether 
consciously or not,. rested, and still, to a great ex- 
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tout, rests, on the minds of such historioj^raphcrs, 
is that the Jews, as a nation, are cast off, at least 
so far as to render any future restoration contin- 
gent on their embracing the faith of the gospel, 
one indispensable concomitant of which is held to 
be their abandoning all distinctive marks, and be- 
coming, in fact, less individualized as a people 
than are the members of any national church, or 
any congregation of consistent dissenters. These 
prejudices interjjose a formidable barrier be- 
tween the historian cand his subject, occasion- 
ing him not only to confuse objects, I)ut so 
to distribute his lights and shades as to blend 
the whole picture into one mass of need- 
less perplexities. He dare not quote scripture in 
continuous j)ortions to any extent : it is so formi- 
dably literal on these points as to scatter to the 
winds what men have laboriously essayed to build 
upon it ; and however excellent, however con- 
scientious, liowever able a writer may be, we very 
rarely indeed fall in with one of any note who has 
had courage to take his pen under a deep practi- 
cal conviction, that in approaching these subjects 
lie must fully act up to the bold declaration of the 
apostle : “ Yea, let God be true, and every man 
a liar.” Human authority is, in every sense of the 
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word, an imposing thing : one man in former times 
has darkly trodden a doubtfidpath, while as yctthe 
heaviest gloom of ohscnrity rested upon it. Otliers 
follow in single file, blessed by a much clearer 
light indeed, hut for the most part apj)arently so- 
licitous to use it, each for the purpose of accu- 
rately jdanting his foot in the print of his prede- 
cessor's shoe. The beaten path is good, so far as 
scripture sanctions it ; but when a discrepancy 
ajipears, it is safer to follow the guidance of reve- 
lation, leaving every other track until tin* same* 
guidance brings ns into it again. 

Nothing has happened, either to the holy city or 
fo the people wlio so long ])nssessed it as a gift 
IVoiii the Lord, but wdiat was jdainly foretold in 
the ilible. With astonishing minuteness all that 
has occurred, all that will yet take place, has been 
set forth by holy men of old, speaking as they 
wen; moved by the Holy Gliost. The blessings 
with which the Lor<i would crown a course of obi*- 
dienee were described in glowdng language ; and 
with terrible fidelity were the curses that shoidd 
ensue upon a rebellious departure from the holy law 
enumerated. Not only as a menace, but as a pre- 
diction, were those visitations described ; for to 
Him who sceth the end from the beginning, ah 
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was naked and manifest that should come to pass. 
In reading the awful demniciatioiis contained 
in the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, 
from the fifteenth verse to the end, we are con- 
strained to feel that it never was or could be a 
eontingcnc}^ hypothetically set forth : it is a terri- 
ble reality present to the mind of inspiration, not 
as what perhaj)S might, hut as what assuredly would 
eome to j)ass ; increasing in the weight of its in- 
flictions proportionably with the foreseen aggrava- 
tions of Israel’s progressive sins. A blessing 
would first be enjoyed, while the peojde walked 
with (iod, submitting to His divine ordinances and 
continuing in the way of Ilis commandments. 
Then would come a declension, a determined fidl- 
ing away, that must gradually lead them into the 
settled habit of walking contrary to Hod, until 
the whole world should resound with the ex- 
ceeding terrihleness of his vengeance upon the 
holy })Cople ; their jmnishment being exactly 
jno portioned to the privileges enjoyed and abused 
by th(‘m, as says the Lord by Amos, You only 
have 1 known of all the families of the earth : 
tlu'rofore I will punish you for all your iniqui- 
ties.” 

After this, we find in the tliirticth chapter a 
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prophetic description of their final repentance and 
return to God, followed again by the multiplica- 
tion of blessings so rich, so varied, so far beyond 
the stretch of man’s narrow mind to embrace in 
their fulness, that some who never think of ex- 
plaining away the preceding threats, are tempted 
to dishonour God by calling in (piestion the 
literal applicability of those rich j)romises to 
the race concerning whom they were spoken, 
and to surmise that they treat figuratively of 
things altogether apart from earth ; saying, as did 
Ezekiel’s unbelieving hearers, “ Doth he not 
speak j)arables ?” 

Of events that occurred in preceding years, Ave 
do not intend to say much : our starting j)oint 
isthe final invasion of Judma by the Koman army 
under Vespasian and his sou Titus. The imme- 
diate cause of their expedition was the slaughter 
of the troops that garrisoned Jerusalem : an act 
into which the Jev s were goaded by the really 
unprovoked WTongs and cruelties inflicted on them 
by the savage Homan ])rocurator, Gessius Florus. 
This man, whose character stands out in bold re- 
lief on the page of history, as a dire specimen of 
what Satan can effect in assimilating the human 
mind to his own diabolical model, had pursued an 
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umleviatiiig course of treachery, cruelty, and 
murder, against the pcoj>le committed to his 
charge. For a long time they acted on a system 
as peaceably defensive as could be devised ; and, 
to tlie number of three millions, humbly petitioned 
tlie president of Syria to protect them from his 
cru(‘lties, but in vain. The first outbreak occur- 
red ill C’jcsarea, the government of which was sud- 
deidy lransferr(‘d to alien inhabitants, who were 
raised above the dews ; and the latter soon found 
their way of access to the synagogue wantonly and 
maliciously obstructed by the building of a Greek 
idolater, against whom they respectfully appealed 
to Florus, and tendered a handsome gift which 
w\as accepted as the price of his official interfe- 
i-ence. When he, apjiarently by design, left the 
place without taking any means to stay the inter- 
ruption, find the Greeks, emboldened by his evi- 
dent connivance, at once profaned the sabbath and 
[jollutedthe synagogue, by killing birds at the door 
in sacrifice to their demons, the Jews, after a 
skirmish with the multitudes who strove to force 
them into submission to this abomination, remov- 
ed their holy books from the jilace, and renewed 
their appeal to the Roman tyrant. He, instead of 
redressing the wrong, cast the petitioners into 
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prison ; and in the hope of exciting a rebellious 
movement among their brethren in Jerusalem, 
sent a demand for money from the treasury of the 
Temple, for the service, as he said, of tlie empe- 
ror Nero. This })roduced the exasperation on 
which lie had calculated ; in a tumultuous meet- 
ing of the Jews, some well-merited ejiithets were 
bestowed on Florus, who immediately, on hear- 
ing of it, marched upon Jerusalem, and return- 
ed the loyal and respectful greeting of its inha- 
bitants, whose tcinporjiry irritation had pjissed 
away, by giving over a considerable part of ^he 
city to be sacked by the Homan soldiers. Not- 
withstanding this barbarous outrage, the inhabit- 
ants still declared themselves ready to submit to 
his authority, as the enijieror’s rejiresentative ; 
but the infuriated tyrant caused between three and 
lour thousand of the Jew s to be scourged and cru- 
cified, inehiding not only many of the noblest and 
best among them, but also several who held the 
rank of Uonian citizens. 

Immediately after this wanton massacre, on 
the very next day, while the chief priests and lead- 
ing men, with dust on their heads and sackcloth 
on their limbs, were quelling by their entreaties the 
agitation of the survivors, the wretched procurator 
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laid another crafty snare for them. lie had sent 
for two cohorts from Caesarea, which was certainly 
the most irritating locality so far as the feelings 
of the Jews were concerned, ordering them to ad- 
vance on Jerusalem ; and then commanded the 
people to go out and meet them with a joyous 
shout of welcome. It required the utmost stretch 
of the influence possessed by their priests and no- 
bles to bring them to this cruel test ; and while 
they were persuading the Jews to obey, Florus 
despatched an order to the cohorts to respond to 
their greeting with insult ; then, on the least ap- 
pearance of resentment or dissatisfaction on the 
Jews’ part, to put them to the sword. Tliis, of 
course, w^as done ; and the next act of their blood- 
thirsty oppressor brought matters to a crisis. 
Strengthened by the accession of these troops, he at- 
tempted to take possession with them of the Tem- 
ple, and the city at once rose in arms. The 
Romans were met, fought with, and driven back 
to their strong-hold, Antonia ; the covered way 
from which to the Temide was immediately pulled 
down by the Jews, who stood, to a man, ready to 
perish in defence of the holy house. 

At this alarming juncture, Florus appealed to 
the Roman chief, Cestius Gallus, at Ceesarea ; and 
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but for the intcri)Osition of Queen Bernice, he would 
probably have succeeded in bringing on the imme- 
diate destruction of the city and people. Through 
her means, Cestius was apprised of the true j)ar- 
ticulars ; and king Agrippa, soon afterwards arriv- 
ing at Jerusalem, successfully mediated between 
the contending parties. Ilis address to the Jews 
is a most splendid piece, not so much of oratory 
as of argument, and produced a ha])py effect. 
They promised to return to obedience, paid up 
what remained due in the shape of exacted tri- 
bute, and even rebuilt the communication between 
Fort Antonia and the Temple. But Agrippa went 
further than the more fiery spirits among them 
could brook: he pleaded for an unlimited submission 
to the profane tyrant Florus ; and for this he was 
assaulted, and, in fact, ex])clled from the city. Na- 
turally offended at so unreasonable a return for his 
good offices, the king abandoned the Jews to their 
fate, and thenceforth all was discord and desolation 
to the end. The Jews took by stratagem the 
strong-hold of Masada, slew the Koman garrison ; 
and following the WTong counsel of Eleaznr, a rash 
young man, son of the high-priest and governor of 
the Temple, they passed a resolution that alarmed 
all the sober-minded* among them. It bad long 
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been the custom to accept gifts from Gentiles of 
rank, on whose behalf they offered sacrifices in the 
Temple. Eleazar persuaded them to abolish this 
custom, in spite of the remonstrances of their 
principal men, who reminded them that the Lord’s 
lioiisc was, to a gr(*at degi*ee, enriclied and adorned 
})y such gifts from foreign princes, which their fore- 
fatliers never refused, nor denied the intercessory 
service for any wlio so asked it. Indeed the records 
of Solomon, at the dedication of the first T(‘mple, 
])lainly imply as much. Moreover, concerning 
the stranger which is not of thy j)eoplc Israel, but 
is come frotn a far country for thy great name’s 
sake, and thy mighty hand and thy stretched out 
arm ; if they come and pray in this house, then 
hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwel- 
ling-] ilacc, and do according to all that the stran- 
ger calleth to thee for ; that all ])Cople of the earth 
may know thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy 
])eople Israel, and may know that this house which 
I have built is called by thy name.” * 

The most learned of their priests, men skilled in 
anticpiarian research, came forward to attest the 
truth of these assertions, but in vain ; no man 
w^ould hearken to them : and the unpardonable 
• 2 ChroT), vi. 32, 33. 
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affront was put the Roman emperor of refus- 
ing any longer to do sacrifice for him. 

War was now inevitable; the leaders saw it, 
and dreading the consequences, sent two em- 
bassies, one to Florus, the other to Agrippa, both 
of whom they invited to advance, and intimidate 
the turbulent party ere the aggressive niovemcnt 
should embrace the whole population. Florus, 
well ])leased at the success of his satanic wiles, 
took no notice, hoping to see such a catastrophe 
as the pleaders ap})rehended ; l)ut Agri[)pa, in 
whose character at that period slione many noble 
traits, confirmatory of the favourable impression 
(hat we gather from his interview with I’aul, tliat he 
“believed the prophets,” and therefore truly loved 
the Jewish people, immediately des])atched three 
thousand horsemen to the help of those who were 
la!)ouring to preserve the country. Thus reinforced, 
the chief men seized on Zion, the u])per city ; 
whence they also en lcavoured to gain Moriah and 
the Temple. Elcazar, in possession of the latter, 
not only defended it, hut daily attempted to retake 
Zion ; and for a whole week the conflict never 
flagged, neither party prevailing. But at the end 
of the week, hostilities, hitherto confined to the 
flinging of stones and darts, assumed a more fear- 
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ful aspect ; fire was introduced, and palaces burned 
to tlie ground, including, in tlioir destructive pro- 
gress, the most valued archives, the ancient re- 
cords, and, as Josephus says, the nerves of the 
city. The warlike party, misled by Elcazar, thus 
obtained advantages fatal to themselves ; they as- 
saulted Fort Antonia, slew the garrison, and greatly 
damaged the citadel with fire ; then besieged the 
royal palace, where Agrippa’s troops had fortified 
themselves, with some of the Roman soldiers and 
many of the chief men, and endeavoured to batter 
it down. After a while, the besieged ca[)itulated ; 
the Jews, with their allies, were permitted to 
escape, but the Romans were hunted and slain 
without mercy, as also was the high-priest him- 
self. The principal jierpetrator of these deeds was 
not Eleazar, but Manahem, an ambitious Galilean, 
who on these successes aspired to kingly state ; and, 
under pretext of worshipping, endeavoured to seize 
on the Temple. He was resisted by Eleazar, his 
adherents routed, and himself slain. Finally, th^ 
Roman general, Metilius, who with a handful of 
soldiers still held a position, offered to surrender, 
on condition of being allowed to leave the city, 
unarmed, wdth his men. The turbulent party 
among the Jews, now triumphant over all opposers. 
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consented ; and when tlie soldiers were disarmed, 
they, according to the history, slew every man of 
them, saving Metilius himself; who was spared in 
consideration of his offer to become a proselyte. 

While this took place in Jerusalem, on the very 
same day, the Greeks and other aliens in Caesarea 
rose against the Jews there, and, encouraged hy 
Floms, massacred in one hour above twenty thou- 
sand helpless victims. Slaughter, to the uttermost 
of their power, on both sides, wherever the hostile 
nations met, l)ecame from this time the order of 
the day. The Jews and Syrians maintained against 
each other a war of extermination ; the former 
l)eing also internally divided, and the flame spread 
far and wide. At Alexandria, by the Homans, no 
fewer than fifty thousand Jews were put to death 
without regard to age or sex ; and in every place 
the nation, whether many or few, was found in 
arms to avenge these acts of butchery. 

At length (Jes^ius Gallus put his army in mo- 
tion, and aceom[)anied by Agripjja himself, ad- 
vaneed through the land at the head of a mighty 
force, determined to take Jerusalem and end the 
war. He took Zabulon, a strong city of Galilee, 
with other i)laces, among which was Joppa ; and 
having subdued the Jews in those parts, passed 
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unresisted through Antipatris and Lydda; not 
indeed from any sliickcning of the people’s zeal 
against their invaders, hut because all tlieir males 
were assernhled in the holy city, kcej)ing the feast 
of Tjibernacles ; and finally, he pitched his camj) 
within fifty furlongs of Jerusalcin. Here a ficrcu* 
sally from the gates endangered the whole Homan 
army ; and though ultimately repulsed, the Jews 
gave the besiegers no rest : breaking out uj)on them , 
dashing into their camj), carrying off their cattle, 
and other spoil ; and when Agri])pa tried his 
ancient influence as a mediator, they slew one of 
Ills ambassadors, and drove the other back, who 
scarcely saved himself bv flight. This was the 
act of the turbulent ]>arty ; to others it occasioned 
bitter grief, and led to a division, in the midst of 
which Ceslius took advantage to a}>proach as near 
as the hill Scoj)Us, where he again encamped, 
only scvi-n furlongs from tlie city. Thence In* 
])rcsently advanced, and took Bezetha, and had he 
followed 11]) his manifest advantage, he might 
have put an immediate end to the war. Instead 
of this, he suddenly, and without any apparent 
cause, raised the siege, withdrawing his whole 
army, to whom a great part of the inhabitants 
were already j>r(*j)ared to ojien the gates, and re- 
10 
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treated to Scopus. The Jews pursued him, liill- 
ing on the rear, and also on the flank, oi’ the 
llomans, who, dispirited by th‘s strange inovi*- 
ment of their general, were soon thrown into con- 
fusion. The retreat became a rout, — the narrow 
passes and defiles through which they were 
obliged to inarch w'cre overhung by the exulting 
Hebrews, who cast down u])ou them darts and 
missiles of every descnj)tion ; and not only so, 
but in many instances the Jews, well accpiainted 
with tlieir country, jiressed forward, took posses- 
sion of these passes, and blocked them u|> mid- 
way, while another division from btjhind forced 
the enemy onward down the steep declivities, and 
in the lowest depth of those vallies fell upon 
them, as did their fathers of old upon the idola- 
trous nations of ('anaan, iriaking such fearful 
havoc that the mountain echoes of Judaea rang to 
an unwonted sound — the cries, and wailings, and 
bitter lamentations of the iron-clad legions of* 
Rome. Tliese were again resjmnded to by shouts 
of mingled joy and rage on the part of the Jews. 
It was a parenthesis in the long, dark talc of 
their calamitous defeats ; it was as though once 
more it might be said of Israel, “ The Lord his 
God is with him, and the shout of ti King is 
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amongst them.” So coihplete was the rout, that 
("estius only contrived by stratagem the rescue of 
his remaining forces, leaving as a prey to the vic- 
torious tiews those formidable engines that were 
designed to batter down the walls of the holy 
city ; together with an immense booty, and not 
less than five thousand six hundred and eighty 
Roman warriors dead on the field. The Jews, 
finding it fruitless to pursue farther than Antipa- 
tris, returned to Jerusalem, having suffered 
scarcely any perceptible loss. 

When forewarning his diseijdes of what should 
come to jiass, our Lord used these words : “ And 
when ye shall see Jerusalem eom]>assed with ar- 
mies, then know'' that the desolation thereof is 
nigh. Then let them which arc in Judma flee to 
the mountains, and let them which are in the midst 
of it depart out, and let not them that are in the 
countries enter thereinto ; for these be the days 
of vengeance, that all things which an* written 
mjiy he fulfilled.” Seeing how' isolated is tlie 
position of Jerusalem, how^ eons])icuous, and how 
eoinplelely under the eye of an encompassing 
army, a signal miracle would have been requisite 
to the fulfilment of this command, unless such 
an opening as that unconsciously afforded by the 



CHRISTIANS IN JERUSALEM. 


.33 


infatuated Celsius had appeared. The Christian 
Jews in the city amounted to many thousands, 
even long before this time, often enjoying a 
fair measure of religious toleration, as it would 
seem ; for they were all stedfast in the observance 
of their law, as the evangelist tells us that they 
had been from the first, when “ they, contiiiuiug 
daily with one accord in the Temple, and break- 
ing bread from house to Imusc, did eat their meat 
with singleness of heart, praising God, and having 
favour with all the people.”* It is alike erro- 
neous, though very common, to consider tlicse 
believers as a mere handful, and to r(‘gard them 
as separated from their brethren after the flesh. 
They were exceedingly numerous, and th(*y were 
strict observers of the Mosaic ritual, having the 
same testimony that Paul bore to his inoffensive- 
ness, — Neither against the law of the Jews, nei- 
tlier against the Temple, nor yet against Cscsar, 
have 1 offended anything at all.” Such being 
their position, they w ere free to act as they saw 
good ; and when they beheld tlie armies that had 
compassed Jerusalem drawn off, and not only an 
unobstructed passage opened, but the warlike po- 
pulation of the city pouring out at every gate in 

* \cis ii. 46, 47. 

D 
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hot pursuit of the retreating foe, they knew that 
the hour was come, that they must not pause, 
nor lose a moment’s time, but hasteh away to the 
more distant mountains. Their flight was not in 
the winter, neither was it on the Sabbath day, — 
but hasty indeed it must have been; and with 
what unutterable anguish of si)irit must they liave 
looked back on the ])rond, unbroken bulwarks of 
Zion, the streets of Jerusalem, already stained 
with the gore of her cliildren slain in civil W7ir- 
fare, the dazzling splendour of that majestic edi- 
fice that crowned the mountain of the house of the 
Loud ! Too well they knew that the drawn 
sword of the angel, once sheathed at the interces- 
sion of David, when there he stood by the thresh- 
ing-floor of Arauiiah the Jebusite, was again 
pointing, suspended over the beloved, the guilty 
city, to sinite and to destroy to the uttermost ; 
for now were, the days of vengeance come, when 
every awful proj)hecy must receive its fulfilment ; 
and, Jews as tliey w ere to the inmost core of their 
devoted hearts, how must the laments of tlie 
patriot prophet Jeremiah, have resounded from 
th(*ir lips, as weeping they ])ursued their way. 
Appalling as had been the scenes of the last few 
months within those walls, freely as blood had 
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flowed on every side, — the hand of many a He- 
brew being against his brother, — still, how dear, 
how sacred, 'were the very stones, soon to be 
thrown down in utter ruin ; how unutterably pre- 
cious that stately house of God where they had 
walked in unity, and taken swx'et counsel toge- 
ther ! Accustomed as we are to witness tlie 
breaking of all national and domestic ties 
when a Jew believes and is baptized in tlie 
name of Jesus of Nazareth, w(‘ can scarcely con- 
ceive what must have been the feelings of sueh a 
Jew, living in peace and harmony in the midst of 
all his brethren, uniting in their daily services, 
bolding sacred all that had been of old ordained, 
keejiiiig holy with their nation from all parts of 
the world the feasts of tlie Lord, and regarding 
their Zion, “ the city of their solemnities,” as es- 
tablished to he the joy of the whole earth, now 
ieaviiig it, leaving it for ever, leaving it to defile- 
ment, to destruetio i, to the desolations of many 
generations, — \ve have no hearts to sympathize 
with them, not entering, as we ought to do, and 
as they did, into the very depths of their divine 
Master’s weeping compassion, when he foretold 
what they now beheld: The days shall come 
upon thee that thine enemies shall cast a trench 
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about tliee, and compass tbcc round, and keej) 
thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even 
witli the p:round, and thy children within thee ; 
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another, because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation.” 

Yes, they went forth ; and as they went the 
towers of Zion lessened on tlieir backward gaze, 
the l)urnishcd gold of the Lord’s house grew dim, 
the circuit of the w'alls became an indistinct out- 
line, and soon, too soon, the swelling hills shut 
out e>'en that faint vision of the holy city. Then 
l)urst forth the wail that would no longer be 
hushed, and those poor exiles, while humbly re- 
joicing in the rescuing mercy of the Lord, ex- 
tended to them and to their little ones, WTiit on 
their way, lamenting for her who was to be the 
spoiler’s ])rey. “ If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand forget its cunning !” 



37 


CHAPTER III. 


While the men of Jerusalem were making 
havoc of the Homan army on its retreat, a most 
flagitious, hut not unusual, act of cowardly re- 
venge was in contemplation at Damascus, when* 
ten thousand inoffensive, unarmed, and impri- 
soned Jews were deliberately butchered in cold 
blood, by tlic murderous knife, in one hour's 
time. This, of course, heightened the exasperation 
of their brethren, who proceeded to put Jerusalem 
and all Judiea into the most defensive state possible, 
choosing generals for the various provinces, and 
exhibiting inflexible determination to retain that 
independence, yea, to recover that superiority, 
which was of old the gift of the Most High to 
the chosen nation. But in the midst of this en- 
terprising display, deep sadness possessed the 
minds of the more .reflecting portion, while such 
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as looked for signs from heaven found many con- 
firmations of tlicir worst fears. Selfish, rapa- 
cious, and tyrannical men began— as in circum- 
stances of popular distress such characters are 
always found to do — to gather followers around 
them, who became hardened by degrees, until 
they were proof alike against the pleadings of re- 
ligious and of natural feeling, seeking their own 
advantage amid the public wreck. Meanwhile 
the disastrous tidings of Celsius* strange misma- 
nagement and defeat, reached the scat of empire ; 
and Nero, satisfied that such a people as the Jews 
had shown themselves to be would not quail before 
any but extraordinary demonstrations of power, 
gave the command to Vespasian, as the bravest 
and the ablest veteran that Home could furnish. 
Assisted by his son Titus, this general soon mar- 
shalled an army fully equal to the conquest of a 
much more extensive territory, the capture of a 
stronger city, and the subversion of a more pow- 
erful people than those against whom they were 
sent ; insufficient to over-run a rood of Judaea’s 
soil, to shake a single stone in the walls of Jeru- 
salem, or to injure a hair on the head of a Jewish 
child, unless the Lord God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, had been wroth with his inheri- 
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tance, and rejected as reprobate silver his trans- 
jyressing people, making good the menace spoken 
many ages before, in the prospect ot this day of 
provocation and overwhelming calamity, — “ I will 
heap mischiefs upon them; 1 will spend mine 
arrows u])on them. They shall be burnt with 
hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and 
with bitter destruction. 1 will also send the 
teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of ser- 
pents of the dust. The sword without, and terror 
within, shall destroy both the young man and tlie 
virgin, the suckling also with the man of grey 
hairs.” 

• Far be it from the writer, far from every 
reader of these pages, to review with complacent 
acquiescence the terrible dealings of the Most 
High with his ancient nation. No, — judgment 
is his strang(* work ; he has not, nor ever could 
have, any jdeasure in the death of the wicked, 
and ill indeed does it become any one bearing the 
name of Christian to take up ns a matter of amuse- 
ment, or as an indifferent thing, or as a ])leasing 
speetacle of divine retribution, the tale of that 
over which, in its prospect, Jesus wept tears of 
yearning sorrow. Neither is it safe so to do ; for 
in the same sublime song of Moses just quoted. 
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,we find assurances that the Lord, though he de- 
livered up liis people for their transgressions, will 
yet avenge upon their adversaries the cruelties 
perjjotrated against them, with a marked distinc- 
tion in favour of such as extend sympathy to his 
scattered flock. “ llejoiee, O ye nations, with 
his peojfle ; for he will avenge the blond of his 
servants, and w’ill render vengeance to his adver- 
saries, and will he merciful unto his land and to 
his people.” And again is the promise given to 
the friends of afflicted Judah : Rejoice ye with 
Jerusalem, and he glad with her, all ye that love 
her ; rejoice for joy with her all ye that mourn 
for her, that ye may suck and he satisfied with 
the breasts of hvr consolations, that ye may milk 
out and be delighted with the abundance of her 
glory.” 

True it is, that an awful sense of departure 
from the j)ure faith of the Holy Scriptures, and 
from the practice resulting therefrom, marked the 
epoch of which we treat, while sin abounded on 
all sides, and in many forms. Still we are fully 
persuaded that all the darker shades of the pic- 
ture have been grievously blackened over, first by 
tlie foreign influence under wdiich Josephus 
wrote, who supplied the key-note to succeeding 
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historians ; and latterly by the self-excusing bit- 
terness of chroniclers among the earlier Gentile 
(/hristians, who had already imbibed, with the 
milk of Home’s semi-pagan Christianity, her un- 
swerving hatred of the Jews, gradually souring 
into its present state of papal anti-christianism. We 
do not credit the half of what is Ihus handed 
down as history, in reference to the dreadful 
scenes too certainly enacted within the holy city ; 
w’C will retail no more of it than is necessary to 
the plainly authentic narrative of what was ac- 
complished from without. We sec no practical 
use in heaping condemnation on a race of our 
elder brethren long since gathered to the dust, 
and representing them as something worse than 
devils in liuman form. We know that they 
walked contrary to God, because, unless they had 
done so, the fearful curses already referred to 
would not have come u[)on them, as tliey did, to 
the uttermost ; bet with the tales of Josephus 
and his successors of the outrageous crimes com- 
mitted, the more than maniac, the truly diabo- 
lical acts of wanton ferocity perpetrated against 
themselves in the midst of the besieged city, we 
cannot soil our pages, nor harden our own and 
our readers’ hearts.. 
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The Roman army was equipped for this expe- 
dition with all that the consummate skill in man- 
slaughter by which the iron empire had esta- 
blished itself upon the earth could s\iggcst. It is 
described in the prophetic Word as a beast, 
which, unlike tlie Assyrian lion, the Persian bear, 
and tin; Grecian leopard, belonged to no known 
rac(‘, but was “ dreadful and terrible, and 
strong cxce(*dingly, and it had great iron teeth ; 
it devoured, and brake in pieces, and stamped 
the residue with the feet of it, and it was diverse 
from al! the b(‘{ists that were before it.” Such, 
to the vi(*vv of Daniel, was the Roman empire ; 
such it has ])roved to be, whether regarded in its 
ancient and temporal, or in its modern and spiri- 
tual aspect, and such, in an especial manner, has 
it ever been to Israel. As a beast to which a 
man’s lieart was never given, this power has 
scattered, and still scatters, the “ holy people” of 
Daniel, the Jews ; and it may be interesting to 
trace the particulars of the array in which the 
army of this beast went forth against the couchant 
lion of Judsca, to hunt, and to capture, and to 
drag him to its imperial den. 

Nothing could be more admirably conceived 
than the arrangement of the Roman troops, al- 
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ready from their very infancy inured to every 
description of martial practice, conducted with 
the most scrupulous regard to exact discipline, 
silence, order and dispatch. Josephus aptly says 
that their exercises might be called unbloody 
battles, and their battles bloody exercises. War 
was to them a science, the first of sciences, and 
llie main study of their lives. Men’s praises 
formed their earthly heaven, beyond which they 
looked not — disgrace in the world’s sight the only 
hell they found. When a Roman soldier marched 
forth on a cain[)aign, he believed himself to be 
laudably fulfilling the first end of his existence ; 
and never was he so glorious in his ow'n eyes as 
when recking with the blood of the slain, and 
bending under the weight of spoil rent from the 
peaceful dwellings of an enemy’s country, — all 
Iwjing his legitimate enemies who were not tribu- 
tary to Rome, lying still and motionless beneath 
the imperial hoof. His bodily array was excel- 
lently adapted for the work that he undertook, 
the foot soldiers being armed with cuirass and 
helmet, on their left side a long sword, on their 
right a dagger. A long buckler rested on the 
arm, sufficient to protect their bodies from hos- 
tile darts, and these* bucklers they often turned 
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to singular use in assaulting a wall, as we shall 
hereafter see ; a keen spear was in th(*ir hands, 
and in a basket each man carried a saw, a pick- 
axe, an axe, and a stout thong of leather with a 
hook attached, besides three days' provisions. 
The cavalry were similarly j)rotected by helm and 
cuirass, having a long sAvord oji the right side, 
a shield resting obliquely against the horse’s 
body, a quiver containing darts Avith heads equally 
broad as a spear's j)oint, and a long pole in their 
hand. 1'lius (iquip])ed, the general being at their 
head, and the last of the trumj)et-signals having 
sounded, a cri(*r, stationed at the general’s right 
baud, thrice j)ut the question^ Were they now 
ready to go forth to war or not? A universal 
shout of We are ready,” then burst forth, ac- 
companied with the delation of tludr right hands ; 
and under the enthusiastic feeling thus excited 
they set forward. 

Arrived at a suitable position for encamping, 
the order in which they did so Avas no less strik- 
ing. When on hostile ground, they not only 
pitched their tents with the exactness of a well- 
planned town, but walled the camp around. If 
the ground presented an irregular surface they 
levelled it, and having placed the general’s tent. 
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much like a temple, in the exact centre, sur- 
rounded by those of the inferior commanders, they 
ranged the other tents in streets, with mathema- 
tical })recision ; forming four gates, and strength- 
ening the outer w-all with towers, between wdiich 
they jdaced the engines so terribly efficacious in 
their cam])aigns. These consisted princii)ally of 
the battering-ram and the catapult. The former 
was an enormous beam of wood, at the end of 
which was a solid piece of iron, shai)ed like a 
ram’s head ; and this being slung with consider- 
able* art in a suitable framework, was pulled back, 
by the united strength of many men, as far as it 
would strain, then allowed to swing forward with 
an impetus that drove the iron liead so violently 
against any opposing substaiiee as (piickly to Ijat- 
ter down tlie stoutest wall by its rapidly-repeated 
strokes. The catapult was yet more terrible ; 
resembling an immense cross-bow, it had power to 
hurl with irresistibh violence not only darts, but 
huge stones, fragments of rock, bars of iron, and 
every destructive missile that could be collected. 
A shot from one of these deadly engines could 
level a towx'r, and literally dash to fragments a 
body of men, scattering them in the air like 
straws. Such were some of the munitions of war 



IT) . JUD/EA CAPTA. 

contained in a Roman camp. When we add to 
this the clock-work regularity with which every 
order was issued, every action performed, every 
meal served up, and even the morning and even- 
ing salutations of ofHcers and men interchanged, 
it is not possible to conceive a more ex(|uisite pic- 
ture of [)crfect disciidine, comfort, and mutual 
(confidence, than that which existed in a Homan 
cam]). It was evidently formed on the perfection 
of all models, that of Israel in the wilderness. 

When a position was to be abandoned, the men 
having maix'bed out with all tlwnr personal eipiip- 
ments and weapons of every kind, the camp was 
fired, and burnt to the ground ; thus at once rid- 
ding the army of a considerable incumbrance, 
saving much valuable time, and depriving the 
enemy of such advantages as might result from 
spoiling, or from converting to his own use wliat 
had been erected. The extent of their en- 
campments, and consequently of the charred 
ruin that remained, combined with the ])liin- 
der of surrounding districts to sup])ly their 
need, gives singular force to the prophet’s de- 
scription : “ A fire devoureth before them ; and 
behind them a flame burnetii : the hand is as the 
garden of Eden before them, and behind them a 
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desolate wilderness ; yea, and nothing shall escape 
them.*’ ‘‘ It devoured and brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it.’* 

Considering the object for which man was made, 
that lie might glorify his righteous Creator, whose 
tender mercies are over all his works ; who desir- 
eth not the death of a sinner, and wdio never wil- 
lingly afflicts the children of men, it is indeed an 
awful contemplation to trace the triumjih of Satan 
tiirough succeeding ages in the most powerful em- 
pire that ever arose upon earth, making it the one 
end of every man’s being to hurt and to destroy his 
tellow'-meu. (inquest, for its own sak(‘, was the 
continual pursuit of the llomans. A fierce and 
cruel amhition, a desire to wade to the cliicf places 
in every nation through the blootl of its p(*oj)le, a 
d(‘tenninatiou to endure no equal in the ferocious 
art of homicide, and a vaunting confidence in their 
own uiiajqiroachable [ire-emiueuce in tliat horrid 
trade, combined to finn the character of the race, 
who certainly deserve to hold the highest rank 
among the destroyers of their kind. AVc have 
dwelt on the s])ectacle of their military armaments 
not for any gratification to be derived therefrom, 
(iod forbid ! liut because they and their proceed- 
ings weie so minutely. described in various parts ol' 
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the prophetic Word as to render it a commentary 
on holy writ ; more especially when such a host 
went forth to execute judgment upon a jieople 
whose ancient prerogative it was to root out from 
the face of the earth nations defiling it by their 
abominable idolatries. To us it is also interest- 
ing, inasmuch as these very Homans, commanded 
by Vespasian, had been making havoc of our own 
forefathers, and drenching Britain in the blood of 
licr children. Tlie ground beneath our feet has 
echoed to tlie tramp of these steel-clad armies ; 
and in our rural walks wcfretpicntly may trace the 
well-marked boundary of some such camp as has 
been here described ; with its rampart mound, its 
external fosse, and other remains surviving the 
havoc ot eighteen centuries. But never did the 
hosts of Borne go forth to a work so fearful as that 
whicli led them to make Jmbea a spoil, and Jeru- 
salem a prey, flosephus, after giving a minute ac- 
count of what we have briefly sketched, signifi- 
cantly adds, that he did it “ not so mnch wdfli the 
intention of comtncndhig the Romans as of com- 
forting those that have been oonejuered by them ». 
and for the deterring of others from attempting itr 
novations under their government** We, there- 
fore, make due allowance for exaggeration, where 
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the proposed object was to show how “ dreadful 
and terrible, and strong exceedingly,” was the 
Roman beast ; but genuine history fully confirms 
his statement of their military aspect, order of 
march, and plan of encampment. 

Frcftn Antioch, the capital of Syria, Vespasian 
led his arm}'^ to Ptolemais, where Titus joined him 
with another host ; and they rnarclicd at once 
upon Galilee in the following order. The auxilia- 
ries, more lightly armed tlnln the Roman sol- 
diers, with the body of archers, formed the van ; 
keeping somewhat in advance, that ,thcy might 
carefully explore the country, andj. give notice of 
any hostile or other obstruction ; searching espe- 
cially where the nature of the ground admitted 
some possible ambuscade. Next came that portion 
of the army which was clad in complete armour ; 
then a company formed by drafting ten out of 
every hundred men, w’hose business it was to mea- 
sure out and adjust the camp ; for wliich they 
carried the requisite implements in addition to 
their arms. Pioncefs, prepared to advance and 
level the ground, or otherwise to remove whatever 
might obstruct the march, formed the next divi- 
sion ; after whom came the carriages of the gene- 
ral and subordinate commanders, guarded by a 
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company of horsemen ; and then Vespasian him- 
self, with a select escort, immediately followed by 
his own cavalry, a peculiar corps chosen out of 
every legion. After these came the mules, heavily 
laden w’ith those ponderous articles already speci- 
fied, which, when put together, fornietl the engines 
for a siege, (’oinnianders of cohorts, and tri- 
bunes, gsjarded hv another picked band, succeeded ; 
and after them tlie military ensigns, surrounding 
“ the abomination of desolation,” the imperial 
Eagle, held most sacred by the superstitious pa- 
gans, whose vain fables armed it with the thunder 
of their principal demon-god. The trumpeters held 
their station close upon these ensigns, immediately 
preceding the main body of the army, formed in 
squadrons and battalions six deej) ; a single centu- 
rion bringing up the rear. A mixed multitude, 
mercenaries and irregular trooj)s, servants, mule- 
teers, and ])hnidering vagrants ready to liy upon 
any spoil, com})lcted this fearful arrfiy ; and the 
first pkee on which they seized was the city of the 
Gadarciies: the j)la<*c where, terrified by the de- 
struction of their swine, the inhabitants had met 
Jesus, and besought him to depart out of their 
coasts. Alas ! a far different visitation had now 
befallen them. Vespasian took the place at the 
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first onset, and delivered over to the sword the 
youths, women, and children, whom he found there- 
in ; the men being nearly all absent, probably 
being gone up to one of the great feasts at .lerii- 
salem. In like manner were the surrounding 
villages pillaged, bumt, and covered with slaugh- 
tered bodies ; all who were not butchered licing 
carried into slavery. It seemed a prosperous be- 
ginning, and promising him an easy eouipiest of 
the whole land ; and, elated wdth his success, he 
inarched forw'ard to capture Jotapata, fortified 
town which he could not safely leave in the rear 
of his ann\ . 
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This cily of Joiaj^ata, which, besides its natural 
strength of jiosition, was w^ell fortified, and garri- 
soned by a det(*riniricd body of Jews under Jose- 
phus, proved a formidable obstacle in the invader’s 
path. For no less than forty-seven days did the 
heroic defenders baffle all that Roman might, 
craft, and violence could bring to bear against 
them. The utmost force of their arras, every stra- 
tagem, and every conceivable species of barbarity, 
proved ineffectual to conquer the resolution of 
those devoted Jews. When first the enemy placed 
themselves in triple array round the city, with a 
terrible display of their commanding force, th(‘ 
Jew's leaped out over the walls, fell on them, and 
niaintJiined a desperate battle till night parted them, 
w'hen they retired within their gates ; but on the 
following morning they again sallied forth, and in 
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like manner for five days repeated the assault on 
tlic Roman lines. To estimate aright the courage 
of its defenders, we must bear in mind that the 
city stood on an exceedingly high hill, surroundeil 
by other mountains that completely enclosed it. 
On all sides this hill was precipitous, excepting the 
north, where a gradual slope terminated in a plain ; 
and some part of the city was built on the descent. 
Josephus had encompassed the lower ground with 
a wall for additional security. It was over tliis 
rampart that the Jews flung themselves in head- 
long determination upon the besiegers ; while from 
the upper heights their wives, children, parents, 
were spectators of the deadly combat. Vespasian 
found it necessary to call a council of war for deli- 
beration, which ended in dispatching the men in 
all directions to fell the timber on the surrounding 
mountains, to collect large stones, and bring toge- 
ther whatever might assist in forming a bank, and 
storming the city. In the prosecution of this 
work, the very hillocks were torn down, and 
brought in heaps of earth to the spot, where power- 
ful and expert hands moulded them into an em- 
bankment ; while, under cover of hurdles formed 
of the branches of trees just felled, the engines, 
the battering ram,^ catapult, and other formidable 
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implements of assault, were advantageously placed. 
But the dews were not idle: they hurled large 
stones and fragments of rock from their intrench- 
nients upon tlie workmen, breaking the protect- 
ing Ijiirdlcs, and crushing the men ; or by well-di- 
rected showers of darts dro\c them from their 
posts. 

In the face of this o])position, the Romans 
succeeded in ])lantirig a hinulred and sixty en- 
gines against the hill, and from these they threw 
up not only stones and ordinary darts, but lances 
mixed with masses of coml)ustl!)lo matter ignited, 
and sent in showers upon the wall, whence its de- 
tenders were presently driven ; but without advan- 
tage to the enemy : for now they made separate 
sallies, coming unexpectedly in small bands upon 
detached j)arts of the outworks, tearing away the 
hurdles, and slaying the workmen. This com- 
pelled Vespasian to intermit the assault, in order 
to strengthen his works and accomplish a nearer 
apj)roach to the walls, while the Jews, with equal 
celerity, im})roved their defences. They stretched 
the flexible hides of newly-slain oxen upon strong 
stakes, which, yielding momentarily to the blow, 
allowed the heavy missiles to expend their force, 
and completely protected the garrison in their 
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new occupation of raising the wall to the lu'ight 
of twenty cubits. Even fire j)rove(l harmless 
against the hides ; they were too moist to ignite, 
and in the very teeth of the amazed and mortified 
assailants, strong towers were added, with battle- 
ments along tlie whole ridge of wall : this being 
done, the sallies were renewed with fresh vigour ; 
while Vesf)asian resolved to remain (piiet, aeting 
only on the defensive, until the city should be 
starved into a surrender. Ilis principal hope was 
built on the jirobable failure of water within tin* 
walls ; and of this there was present danger ; but 
the children of Israel^ iJrefcrring death in battle 
to the lingering agonies of starvation, by a des- 
perate stratagem deluded the enemy on this point, 
— the}' saturated their garments with fresh water, 
iiow' becoming scarce, and hung them on the 
battlements to dry. The Homans, anm/AiI to se(‘ 
the precious element running y)rofiisely down the 
walls, concluded that iihey liad some inexhaustible 
supply, and no longer hojiiug to famish them, 
renewed the attack. Some daring individuals also 
had contrived to lower themselves down a preci- 
pice so steep tlnit the besiegers never dreamed of 
guarding its foot, and, covered with sheepskins, 
crept warily through • the woods, bringing home 
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supi)lies from their brethren in the neif^hhouring 
valleys. I'lie accidental discovery of this stra- 
tagem convinced Ve.sj)asian that he must take the 
city, or Jose more time before it than he could 
afford. At this juncture Josephus resolved to get 
away secretly, and jjrovide for his own safety ; 
but his design being discovered, the agony of the 
peojde, old men, children, and women with in- 
fants in their arms, throwing themselves at his 
feet with bitter cries and lamentations, imploring 
him to remain, and, as he confesses, leading him 
to fear that if he did not yield he would be de- 
tained by force, prevailed against his selfish pro- 
ject. He armed himself with the general despair, 
and told them now was the time to begin to tight 
in earnest, wlien no hope of deliverance remained. 
“ ’Tis a brave thing,” said he, “ to prefer glory 
before life, and to set about some such noble un- 
dertaking as may he remembered by posterity.” 
It is reniend)ered by posterity, but with how 
different a feeling from that excited by the con- 
duct of Nehemiah, or the many ancient worthies 
of Israel who wrought mighty deeds by faith in 
the God of their father Abraham I Out of his 
own mouth we are compelled to judge this dege- 
nerate Hebrew, who mocked with the pagan cant 
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of fame and glory the ears of his perishing people. 
After uttering these vain words, he heailed a sally 
of unprecedented daring. Dispersing the enemy 
from before the walls, they cut their way to the 
very camp, and tore the covering from many tents 
before they were repulsed. In all these encoun- 
ters the heavy armour of the Romans proved an 
incumbrance to them, enabling the Jews, at will, 
to regain their walls, and take breath in the 
bosom of their mountain home. Their most ef- 
fective assailants were the Arabian archers and 
Syrian slingers, — the sons of Ishmael inflicted 
many a wound on the children of Isaac. Still 
the balance appeared favourable to the besieged, 
and Y espasian decided on bringing up his last re- 
sort, the terrible battering-ram. A number of 
their ordinar)^ engines were ranged before the 
most assailable [>oint of the bulwarks ; archers 
and slingers stood beside them, and under their 
galling discharge the Jew^s were driven behind the 
battlements ; while, cased in a framework of 
hurdles, and further protected by a thick cover- 
ing of skins, the ram was planted, and the first 
fierce blow of its enormous iron head caused that 
hastily-built wall to totter to its foundation. 
Terror and dismay seized on the citizens, but the 
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garrison speedily devised an adequate defence. 
Filling large sacks with chaff, they slung them 
thickly over the wall, and the strokes of the ram 
fell as powerless upon these soft bodies as had the 
(‘arlier missiles against the fresh hides. The 
Romans removed the ram ; the Jews, with equal 
cel(‘rity, displaced their sacks, and fortified with 
them w’hatsoevcr part of the wall was menaced. 
Then came the iron hooks of the soldiery into 
requisition : they fixed them on long poles, and so 
tore dowm the sacks, giving full effect to the 
blows of the deadly engine. Immediately the 
Jews, forsaking the wall, hurst out in three se- 
veral places, armed with burning torches ; one 
])arly setting fire to the hanks, another to the 
hurdles, and the third to the machine itself. 
Sulphur, hitumen, and pitch, were among the 
materials abundantly used by the assailants, to- 
gether wdth vast quantities of dry wood. On 
these tlu* flames seized, — a gulf of fire interposed 
between the enemy and their most important 
works, rendering approach impossible, and in one 
hour the w^ork of many toilsome days and nights 
was consumed to ashes. 

In the midst of this achievement, Eleazer, a 
Galilean Jew, took so correct an aim from the 
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wall with an immense stone, that he broke off the 
iron ram’s-head from the beam, then descending 
caught it up, and bore it in triumph to tlie ])at* 
tlenients, amid a show'er of darts. There, mor- 
tally wounded, he stood exultingly in the face of 
the enraged besiegers, until, pierced with many 
shafts, he fell down dcr/1, still grasping his 
trojdiy. Tlie fire haYii!g sjx nt itself, they pro- 
ceeded to re])air their loss, and again erected the 
ram against the same point. IFere Vespasian 
was slightly wounded, — an event that stimulated 
his army to renewed efforts. Th(‘ Jews, mean- 
while, though falling dead in heajis, ceased not to 
assail the ram, and those who worked it, with 
stones, darts, fire, and every fiossible instrument 
of offensive w^arfare. They effected little, and 
suffered much ; the lights that tliev bore ren- 
dered them, as night closed, clear marks for hos- 
tile archery, w'hile darkness, resting on the en- 
gines and their guards, baffled the assailants’ eye. 
That was a fearful nig] it I the tlmndering strokes 
of the ram, and vollies of immense stones, darts, 
and human bodies continually hurled against 
tlie walls, wore responded to by the cries of ter- 
rified women and children, the shrieks of their 
despair, and the deep groans of the dying, who 
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knew that they fell in vain. These mingled 
sounds^ swelled by the lloman shout of menacing, 
exulting rage, were caught up by a thousand 
mountain echoes, and reverberated again and again; 
affrighting those once peaceful, once happy, once 
most blessed retreats, where Hebrew shepherds 
were wont to pasture their flocks, and the maidens 
of Israel to breathe, in sacred dances, the praises 
of the Lord. We cannot dwell on the awfully 
grajihic details that follow, — we must hasten on- 
ward. The breach was made, and the Jewish 
commander, preparatory to one last, desperate 
defensive exploit, ordered the women to be shut 
up in their houses, lest the sight of their despair- 
ing terror should unman the garrison ; for when 
they saw the walls cast down, and the terrible 
array beyond of armed foes, to whom the very 
name of mercy was unknowui, they uttered an out- 
er}^ so piercing that it might well melt into more 
than woman’s softness the heart of man. Ay, 
the hearts of Judah’s men; the Roman beast, the 
“ dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly,” 
had no heart for any plea to move. 

The ladders were planted, all the trumpets gave 
out at once their loudest blast, and on came the iron 
legions in irresistible array, with a shout so over- 
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powerinp; that the Jews stopped their ears from 
liearins: it, while they bent their bodies to elude a 
volley of darts actually intercepting the light of 
day around them by its density. They then 
burst out once more, to encounter the steadily- 
advancing foe, and choked up the pathway with 
their deacrtiud dying bodies. They fell in vain. 
On came the legions still, and all was then lost, 
had not another daring act of desperation checked 
their progress. Numbers of the Jews flew^ to 
their stores, and filling every iron pot they could 
find with oil, heated it to a boiling pitch, and 
poured ir on the Homans, flinging the burning 
vessels after it. While this unexpected inanauivre 
took effect on the enemy’s van, whose sudden re- 
treat, writhing in torture, threw the rest into con- 
fusion, the Jews made the most of the interval 
to cover the steep with grease ; so that, on rally- 
ing to tlie eharge, the heavily-armed assailants 
were unable to maintain a footing on the slippery 
ground, hut fell backward on their comrades, and 
oil the engines, and banks, where they were 
slaughtered to a great amount; insomuch that 
Vespasian, instead of planting his ensign on the 
heiglit of Jotopata, was comjielled to call in his 
forces, and secure them within their entrench- 
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ments ; nor did he resume the storming of the 
city, convinced that it would be necessary first to 
elevate his banks above the level of the walls, and 
to erect towers of such commanding height that 
no weapon from below might reach the men sta- 
tioned on their battlements. This occupied some 
days, and how long the besieged migh#havc pro- 
tracted tlicir intre[>id defence none can say ; — 
treacluTy from within accomplished what the 
mighty armament of Rome could not, in more 
than six weeks’ struggle, achieve. A deserter 
from th(i city betrayed its actual condition, and 
directed Vespasian to take it by surprise. They 
entered it in the night, slaughtered the watch in 
silence, and before day dawned were masters ot* 
the place ; unsuspected by the slee))inginliabitants. 
who woke but to perish by the hands of the mer- 
ciless foe. A strange, luwy mist overspread the 
scene, as though that work of blood were t )0 
piteous for the face of heaven to look upon. (Ion • 
fused in the dense cloud, naked, helpless, hope- 
less, unable to offer any defence, and without 
taking the life of an assailant, the men of Jota- 
pata offered their necks to the savage soldiers 
whose weapons glanced on their awakening eyes. 
Not one was spared ; on that day all were put 
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to death who could be openly seen, and the \ ic- 
tors rested to ravage in the spoil. On the follow^ 
ing day a strict search was instituted into every 
cavern and possible hiding-place, whence many 
more were dragged forth and butchered. Jose- 
phus himself and one companion were spared. 
Twelve hundred desolate women and little babes 
were reser\’ed for ca})tivity, far, far worse than 
death. Forty' tliousand Jewish men and youths 
had shed their blood in the defence, and in the 
massacre tliat end(‘d it. The city was demo- 
lish(*d, the wall was razed, and the silence ol‘ 
death soon reign(*d unbroken around. 

' Oh that mine eyes were waters, and my head 
a fountain of tears, that 1 might weep day' and 
night for the slain of the daughter of my people !” 
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It is not our jmrposc to follow tlio Roinnii in- 
>ad('r htcp by btt*]) iu his career of blood, nor to 
trace the alternate workings of brute courage and 
dastardly fear iu his banguinary jiroceedingb. 
We pass o^er the successive outrage^ ])erpetrated 
at .Toj)tm, and iu Tarieluca ; but at the sea-fight on 
Genesareth, and its results, we must pause for a 
moment. Tariclia'a stood ujion its borders, and 
when Titus, to whose lot it fell to command 
there, had desolated it to his satisfaction, he found 
that a great number of the inhabitants had fled to 
their little sliijis, and were sailing on the lake, or 
sea, of Tiberias, iu the >aiii liojie of ultimately 
escaping. On this he dispatclied a messenger to 
his father, wlio immediately joined him, directing 
Jibe ecpiipment of a number of vessels for the 
tjmrsiiit. 
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Against these vessels, fitted for the purpose, 
and manned by Roman soldiery, the poor fugi- 
tives could not possibly offer any effectual re- 
sistance ; they, however, did their best, ma- 
iicruvring on tlie water, casting stones at the 
enemy, which harmlessly rebomuled from their 
iron mail, and n'cei^dng in their own defenceless 
bodies the Roman darts. 'Wlien some determined 
crew dared an enemy’s shi()to the fight, the latter 
caught 11]) long poles, with which they reached 
them, thrust them through, or forced them 
overboard ; or, leajiing furiously into their frail 
barks, slew them with the sword. Frequently 
they ran down ii])on one of tlie little ships,” 
breaking it in the middle by the violence of the 
shock, and when the drowning crew lifted up 
their hands in sup])lieation for mercy, they re- 
ceived such mercy as Rome is ever wont to ex- 
tend, — those pleading hands were presently 
cho])pcd off by tlie sai age soldiers, and the heads 
that rose above tlie blood-stained waters were 
Mown like grass by tin* swei'p of the glittering 
sword. Some, wrecked in their shattered vessels 
on the shore, leaped to land ; others gained it by 
swimming, and ere they could recover breath, or 
stand on the defensive,, they were slaugblered by 
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the troops who thronged the margin of the lake. 
Not one escaped. Six thousand five liundred 
mangled bodies polluted the water, or sweltered 
in corruption on its banks. Capernaum, one of 
the loveliest and most fertile tracts of country 
under heaven, was rendered loathsome by the ex- 
halations that poisoned the air, while Ihe piteous 
spt‘ctaele of those ghastly and swollen bodies, 
outstretched beneath the glaring sun, the miser- 
able wrecks of their poor broken navy, and the 
rij)[ile of blood, rather than water, upon the ver- 
dant shore, gemnned as it was with flowers and 
shrubs of glorious befiuty, even to the jioint where 
lliat crimson ri|)])le ])aused, wrung exclamations 
of e()ini)assi(»n, it is said, even from the Roman 
manslayers, whose bauds bad wrought the ruin. 

Tarieheu* was ]ieopIed, when Titus advanced 
upon it, by a mingled, but not united, jmpulation, 
composed of its onginal inbabitants and a body 
of foreigners whose })resence tliey d(*precated. 
These latter bad offered tln‘ resistance that exas^ 
])eriited Titus, while the former showed all willii^- 
iK ss to tlu‘ Roman, and even fell unresistingly in 
the slaughter ; so that a great number of them 
were s})ared as having given no oflcnce, and re- 
served by Titus for the decision of his father. 
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Vespasian, after witnessing the marine massacre, 
and ascertaining that none survived excepting 
these captives, ascended the tribunal, surrounded 
hy his chief officers, to determine their fate. lie 
seemed somewhat inclined to spare them, hut 
those about him argued, first, that nothing could 
he unjust or impious that was per}>etrat,ed against 
Jews, and, secondly, that expediency reipiired 
their destruction, lest they might hereafter revolt 
and give him trouble. The deed suggested — that 
of a promiscuous slaughter, in cold blood, of a 
multitude of innocent, unoffending sup])liants, 
whose safety he had already guaranteed — ap- 
jieared too infamous for even a Homan general to 
engage in while the heart-rending spectacle above 
described lay outsjiread before them ; he, there- 
fore, atixious to avoid rousing Jhe whole country 
against him, used a little dissimulation, leading 
(he Aietims to believe that their lives were given 
them for a ])rey, a. d directing them to leave 
the place, but hy no other road than that Avhieh 
led to Tiberias. The ]>oor creatures, rejoicing in 
their eseajie, collected their moveable property 
;aul departed for Tiberias, which was immediately 
surrounded h}' the army, who suffered no one to 
leave it until Vespasian himself arrived personally 
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to superintend the execution of his fiendish plan. 
He commanded the whole body of fugitives to be 
assembled in the stadium, and there directed the 
immediate murder of tlie old men and such as he 
deemed useless, in the presence of their agonized 
families, to the number of twelve hundred ; from 
the young men he selected six thousand of the 
strongest, and sent thcmi to Nero, to dig through 
the isthmus. Thirty thousand four hundred he 
sold for slaves to whosoever would purchase them, 
making a jireseut to King Agri})pa of a large 
number, his own subjects, with free leavcj to dis- 
pose* of them, as he jdeased ; hut Agrippa, to his 
shame and everlasting disgrace, sold these also to 
slavery. 

It is not possible to leave this heart-rending 
scene without recalling the time, but a few years 
previously, when the waters of that lake, Gennese- 
rath, roused into a storm that threatened the exist- 
ence of some little shi]>s proceeding towards the 
shores of Capernaum, were stilled at once into per- 
i’ect peace at the command of Jesus ; of him who 
came not to destroy men’s lives but to save ; of him 
who went about through all those coasts perform- 
ing miracles of healing, forewarning the impenitent 
of coming woes, and teaching the things that per- 
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tain to tlie kingdom of God. Far be it from ns 
to charge upon a distant generation the offences 
of a former race ; farther still the feeling that 
could rejoice over the terrible fulfilment of u hat 
was spoken even in the hearing of some who 
lived to fall under the murderous liand of tlie 
f)agan foe. But s])oken it was to the Galileans of 
that generation by the lip of Him whom they re. 
jeeted, and whose h(‘art yearned towards them in 
tender coinjiassioii, while his voice declared the 
fearful future that awaited them. “ And thou, 
('apernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shait be 
brought down to hell : for if the mighty works 
which have been done in thee had been done in 
JSodom, it would have remained until this day. 
But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable 
for the laud of Sodom in the day of judgment 
than for thee.” Then followed the word of invi- 
tation, s«) gentle, so gracious, so j)leadingly ten- 
der ! Come unto me, all ye that labour ami are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart ; and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light.” Alas, alas, Capernaum ! thou didst 
despise that voice of warning, disregard that call, 
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thrust from thee that easy yoke of love aud lowli- 
ness, and what ensued ? Sodom fell, consumed in a 
moment by flaming fire ; her children saw the 
flash, and shrieked, and perished. But her fate 
was tolerable, was enviable to thine. O that thou 
hadst listened to him who in turn would have 
heard and saved what time the storm fell upon 
thee, iiiiha])py Capernaum ! 

The Homan vulture having gorged himself with 
blood and spoil, next jmlluted with his presence 
the village of Emmaus, having before him an ar- 
duous feat in the purposed reduction of Carnala ; 
a place naturally more impregnable than Jota- 
pata had been. So exceedingly abrupt was its 
steep acclivity, that the houses, standing very tliick 
and close together, a]>peared to be l)uilt one upon 
another, rising to the top of the mountain ; which, 
where not (|uite pred])itous, was very strongly 
defended by a deep oblique ditch, mines, and a 
wull. An immensely steep point of rock, rising 
in front of, and above the houses, formed a natu- 
ral citadel to the town behind it, completing the 
resemblance of a camel’s back, from whence the 
city takes its name. Here Agrippa had wearied 
himself by a seven months’ siege, without produc- 
ing the slightest effect on the place ; and the ap- 
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proach of the Romans to liis assistance excited no 
other alarm in the minds of tlie garrison than such 
as arose from the diminution of their provisions 
and water, wliere sn])plics would be rendered un- 
attainable. Vesjiasian immediately comrneneed 
his bank, and brought up three battering ranis, 
which soon oA crthrew the wall, and allowed tlie 
soldiers to enter the city ; where a dr(‘adful retri- 
bution await(‘d some yet reeking from the mur- 
der of their recent victims. Tin* vigorous resist- 
ance encountered below from the Jews, drove the 
Homans ])reniaturely and in disonh*!* to the upper 
parts of the town ; where the narrow, intricate, al- 
most perpendicular streets, so <iompletely embar- 
rassed them, hemmed in .as they W(Te by men 
fiercely fighting in defence of their lives .and liber- 
ties at tbe very doors of their own homes, tliat 
they bad no way to turn,#nid burst into the houses 
for refuge. Tliese, umable to bear the sudden 
weight of such an armed liost, gave; w^ay ; each 
dwelling fell on some other below it ; and the 
scene, unj)ar.alleled perhaps in history, presented 
a frightful ina.ss of broken walls, great beams of 
timber, stones, heavy furniture, and men impri- 
soned in their own ponderous armour, falling 
headlong together -in one tremendous crash of 
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Utter destruction. Then were the Jewish inha- 
bitants to be seen forcing their invaders to leap 
upon tlie tottering dwellings, that they might give 
way, and bury them, perhaps with their own wives 
and children, for whom they rightly deemed that 
such afate was hap])iness cornjmred with its alter- 
native ; and what between the mighty crash that 
ground them into j»owdcr, the falls that broke their 
limbs, or so entangled as to tear them from their 
bodies, and the dust that killed them by instantane- 
ous suffocation, the Romans suffered more on the 
mountain steep of Gamala than they had done in 
all their ]Drevious o])erations. Added to these, 
numbers were put to death by the inhabitants as 
they lay stunned or embarrassed by their fall ; 
not only darts, but stones, rafters, aud all the 
wreck of their own homesteads, furni^ied weapons 
of destruction to the vengeful garrison ; while not 
a few of the warriors, stung by such unwonted 
defeat, stabbed themselves ere an enemy could 
touch them. 

In the midst of this fearful rout, Vespasian 
found himself high up the city, and in most immi- 
nent danger. The language of Josephus in de- 
scribing his proceeding is most disgraceful to him, 
a Jew, one who had just witnessed the butchery 
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and villainy at Tibinias. He says that the Roman, 
eallinjr to mind the actions that he had done 
troni liis youth, and recollecting his courage ; a.s 
if he hail hee)i excited hy a divine fury," made a 
stand, and ultimately escaped. He also notices the 
death of one Ehutius, with the high commendation 
(if having in his time done very great mischief 
to the Jews.” IJe records too the S})cech of condo- 
lence made hj' Vespasian to his discomfited troops, 
in which he tells them, thfit “ while tiny had 
killed so many ten thousands of the Jews, they 
had now ])aid their small share of the reckoning to 
Fate" Eucourag(‘d by his oration, the diminished 
host prepared to renew their attempts against the 
former breaches, wliieli were gallantly defended 
by the little garrison ; and some time elapsed h(‘- 
fore the Kornans, by a cautious stratagem, and 
having nearly starved the inhabitants, undermined 
a tower, which, eventually, gave them possession 
of the city ; yet did they not dare to enter it, un- 
til careful observation had assured them that no 
great power of resistance remained. Then Titus, 
who had been absent on another expedition, got 
stealthily in with a chosen body of horse and foot, 
and proceeded in the wrork of slaughter : hut they 
were disappointed of more than half their recom- 
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pense ; for they could only butcher four thousand 
men, women, and little babes ; the latter of whom 
they dashed down alive from the citadel, to break 
their tender lim])s, and j»roloiig their dying ago- 
nies. Five thousand eseaj)ed them : they stood 
upon the edges of those rocky j)reeipices, men 
clasping tlieir wives, and these their children ; 
a furious wind was blowing at the time, which 
nearly bore them off their teet, and they had no 
refuge but the tender nierci(‘S of Home. Titus 
approached : his blood-hounds were ])anting for 
their prey — they nev(‘r grasped it, Down, down 
from that giddy height the hunted children of Is- 
rael biinultaneously cast thenisehes, and found a 
general tomb in the deeper exeavations that were 
sunk in the deep valley below . Two women only 
were left ; they concealed themselves till all was 
over, and then found mercy on the strength of 
near relationship to a famous general in the army 
of Agrippa, the royal slave-merchant. 

Gischala alone remained to be reduced. Here 
the inhabitants, like those of Tarichese, wrere desi- 
rous of peace, being chiefly hushandnien unused to 
contention ; but another party existed, aliens and 
lawless characters under the same John who after- 
wards performed so conspicuous a part at Jerusalem. 
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Titus summoned them to surrender, but John 
desirous of escaping, pleaded tlie sacredness of the 
sabbath, and asked a truce from all negociations 
till the morrow. This Titus granted ; and John 
used the interval to accomjdish his escape. He 
prevailed on a number of the citizens to accompany 
Jiirn, Avilh a inultitiidc of women and children 
whom he cruelly deserted on the road. These, of 
course, fell into the hands of those Avho went in 
pursuit : six thousand of the helpless creatures 
were put to death, and half that nmnber brought 
hack, in (lr(‘a(lful captivity, to the town. Titus 
is represented as showing great leniency to the in- 
habitants, who came tmt to in(‘et him most sub- 
missively, casting on John all the blame of the de- 
ception practised ; and it does not appear that any 
extensive massacre was perpetrated. lie had a 
higher ])rizc in immediate prosjicet : Jerusalem 
was next to be invested, and tlie army expressed 
great ini})atience to march upon the holy city; but 
V'^espasian, hearing from deserters how great were 
the divisions, and how bitter the internal contests 
carried on there, refused to advance, deeming it 
expedient to allow those breaches to widen, and 
the mischief to jiroceed as far as possible, before 
they furnished the Jews with a motive of union 
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by attacking them. There can be no doubt that^ 
the wily Roman had emissaries in the city, stir- 
ring up strife, and directing many evil works that 
appeared to be of Jewish origin alone; and Jose- 
phus himself, aeaj)tive, but in high favour and 
confidence, woidd afford many valuable hints for 
his patron’s guidance. TIow far hisi)atriolism had 
been subdued, we may gather from the compla- 
ccn<;y with which he details events that even at this 
distance of time must ])iercc with anguish the heart 
of every Jew who peruses the tale; liow far his feel- 
ings had been paganized, we may also discern from 
the whole tenor of his language, wliich is that of 
a Roman, not an Israelite. The ‘'divine fury” 
that he ascribes to Vt‘spasiHU could not, to his 
view, be as the hea\en-boru courage of Gideon or 
David ; but the legitimate ins])iratiou of Rome’s 
w'arlike demon, iMars. Touches do appear of 
natural feeling, but they are ^ery few, and very 
far between ; a glimmer among the ashes of 
what he had laboured to extinguish, and where 
scarcely an expiring S])ark yet lingered. This 
ought to be borne in mind, when admitting as un- 
(jucstionable the accuracy of one who took part in 
the events that he narrates. Every eye-witness is 
not a true witness; neither is the report of a 
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faithless deserter, such as bore tidings to the 
lioman camj) of what occurred within the walls of 
Jerusalem, above suspicion. This we know, that 
they were days of vengeance, wlieii all came upon 
the country caiid the peoj)le, which the ])rophets 
had foretold ; and whatsoever is borne out by the 
word of ])ropheey that we are hound to believe. 
Beyond it, w’e have no sure data on which to build, 
save in the military operations and public events 
that were known to all men. Josejihus cer- 
tainly did not write for the Jews: but for the 
Uornans he C(‘rtainly did write, and through their 
favour his work is preserved as an invaluable re- 
cord of what, but for it, would rest on a still more 
questionable foundation ; whtJly destitute of the 
local and national features that establish its general 
accuracy beyond dis])ute. 

The ]»refatorv matter has sw'elled far beyond 
our ]>urj)osed limits ; hut Jotopata, Tariebeaj and 
Garnala arrest us by Ine fearful interest of their 
melancholy details, while the narrative invests wit li 
grim and glaring life the prophetic beast, “ which 
was diverse from all the others, exceeding dread- 
ful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of 
brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet.*' 
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Tiik fortified ydaces of Judfca being reduc- 
ed, and tbeir gallant defenders slaughtcTcd, or 
with tlieir lielj)less families cariied into slavery, 
the Roman army pressed on their general the de- 
sirableness of i)roceeding to Jcrnsalem ; but Ves- 
pasian exhorted them to j)atience, re])resenting 
that tbeir work was being more efieetnally done 
by means of civil dissension, commotion, and 
blood within the city, than it could be by tlu‘ir 
immediate advance. John, wdio had escape*! from 
Gischala, Avas at tlie head of a lawless ]>arty call- 
ing themselves z(*alots, making havoc of the 
more ])eaceable, and committing dreadful acts, 
not only in Jerusalem but by occasional excur- 
sions to neighbouring places ; while some alien 
bands who had possession of the citadel of Mas- 
ada, not far from Jerusalem, took advantage of 
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tlie absence of the male population at the feast of 
unleavened bread to fall on the surrounding vil- 
lages, committing dreadful barbarities, and carry- 
ing off the spoil to their fortress ; insomuch that 
individuals frecpiently made their appearance in 
the Roman camp, inviting Ves])asian to advance, 
and by eom|)leting at a blow the work of desolation, 
put an end to this slow and torturing process. 
To this he seemed to yield, rather than to the 
wishes of his army ; and set forward on his san- 
guinary expedition in the character of a deliverer 
anxious to extend the protecting wing of the 
Roman Eagle over the whole nation, (ladara, tlie 
chief city of renca, surrendered on their approach ; 
the more hostile party having taken to flight, on 
finding that no opposition would be offered by the 
jirincipal citizens. Vespasian dispatched one of his 
commanders in i)ursuit of the fugitives, a body of 
whom they soon overtook, and (?omj)letely sur- 
rounded, forming witli their mail clad ranks an 
unbroken, impervious wall of iron, against which 
the darts of the Jews were hurled in vain. These 
stood at bay, and fought with desj)erate courage : 
but escape was impossil)le ; and there like, — 
oh, how like! — “a wild bull in a net;” they 
struggled and fell, one by one, beneath the prac- 
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tised hands of the enemy, who pierced them at 
will with their javelins, or trampled them beneath 
their horses* hoofs. This took place near a vil- 
lage, into whicli others had pnjviously fought their 
way through parties of the lloinan horse, and where 
they made a brave but ineffectual defence. Tlic 
enemy broke in through the slender barriers, 
where, says Josephus, “ the useless multitude were 
destroyed in other words, the aged, the weak, 
and the helpless Jewish women aud habes had 
their throats cut, the houses were plundered, the 
village was burnt, and tlien the fugitives, aug- 
mented by all who had strength to ilee, were hunt- 
ed again on the road to Jericho, into wdiich they 
ho])ed to throw themselves, and rejiulsc the 
Romans. But Placidus, the hostile commander, 
was too rapid for them : he drove them to the 
side of Jordan, then swelled by the rains, and 
overflowing its banks ; and here, after an unequal 
battle, he com])leted the work by sljiying fifteen 
thousand with the sw'ord, selecting twelve hundred 
for slavery, aud compelling the rest to leap into 
the river, over which their fathers passed dry-sbod 
when the ark of the Lord rested in mid channel. 
But He, the God of AbraJiam, was now wroth 
with Ilis people; He had forsaken His inherit- 
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aiice, and given them over as a prey into the hands 
of a barbarous foe. We will here cite the words 
of tlmt unnatural apostate, .losephus, who thus 
coolly details the nature and consequences of this 
savage massacre, perpetrated on his own brethren, 
the people of Israel, the royal tribe of Judah. 
“ Now this destruction that fell upon the Jews, as 
it was not inferior to any of the rest in itself, so 
did it still appear greater tlian it really was. And 
this because not only the wdiole country through 
which they fled w'as filled with slaughter, and 
Jordan could not be passed over by reason of the 
dead bodies that %vcre in it ; but because the lake 
As])haltites was also full of dead bodies that were 
carried down into it by the river. And now Pla- 
cidas, after this good success that he had had, 
fell violently upon the smaller cities and villages ; 
when he took Abila, and Julias, and liezcinoth, 
and all those that lay as far as the lake Asj)hah 
tites, and put such of tiiC deserters (i. e. traitors) 
into them as he thought proper. He then put 
his followers on board the ships, and slew such as 
had fled to the lake.” 

After this, Vespasian himself advanced upon 
Jericho, hoping for a fresh supply of blood and 
spoil ; but though he laid ail waste in the way 
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thither, he was disappointed at the last, for every 
one had ded, and Jericho was as desolate as thougli 
he had already swept it with the Roman besom ; 
and now he began in earnest to prepare for th(* 
great siege. He took Gerasa at a blow, slew all the 
young men wlio liad not escaped, took captive all 
the families, gave their houses to be plundered by 
his troops, then set fire to the place. The whole 
surrounding country being thus completely laid 
waste, and every remaining building garrisoned 
by his soldiers or mercenary allies, the people 
of Jerusalem had no longer the power of making 
excursions from the city walls. The party most 
opposed to the Roman invader carefully watched 
such as were suspected of an intention to desert ; 
and of the otlier classes, none of course ventured 
to exjilore a neighbourhood wholly subdued and 
overrun by the hostile army. 

It was not, however, reserved for Vespasian to 
conclude in person the fearful achievement hither- 
to so successfully prosecuted. That he longed to 
add this blood-stained trophy to the wreaths which 
he had recently won on the shores of our own 
Pmgland, cannot be doubted. It was the Roman 
fashion of those days to affect contempt the most 
supreiAc for every other people under heaven ; and 
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commensurate with the gallantry exhibited by an 
enemy was the eagerness of those barbarous le- 
gions to subdue him. Strong confidence in tbeir 
own invincible powers, an assured belief that they 
could not be coiKjuered, upheld tliem under all 
reverses, and nerved them to such eiforts as never 
failed to retrieve a temporary loss ; this urged tlunn 
onward to finish the protracted campaif^, so un- 
expectedly lengthened out by the desperate intre- 
pidity of a people who, like themselves, l)ut on tar, 
far higher grounds, were incapable of realizing the 
fact of being subdued by mortal man. To the 
importunities of bis martial followers Vespasian, 
having so far forced his >vay, was now fully dis- 
posed to accede ; but before the nci‘dful prepara- 
tions could be made, events took a new turn at 
Home, the imperial crown itself becoiniftg the j»ro- 
perty of this experienced slaughterer ; who, of 
course, found it necessary to proceed with all haste 
to the scat of universal empire. 

The act of sovereignty recorded by Josephus is 
one that we must carefully bear in mind. The 
Jewdsh historian had, as we have seen, been cap- 
tured at Jotapata, after heading the garrison of that 
towii ill a defence as gallant as protracted, and as 
destructive to the enerfiy as they had anywhere 
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encountored. This, in the eyes of the barbarous 
conquerors, merited a cruel death, or at least per- 
petual slavery ; but Vespasian and Titus won 
upon, as Joseplius tells us, by his inspired predic- 
tion of their both attaining to the imperial dignity, 
spared his life ; and not only so, for it is evident 
that, though outwardl}’^ in bonds, he accompanied 
them on their inarch of blood and desolation more 
on the terms of a friend than of a captive. Ves- 
pasian now took advantage of the high good-hu- 
mour into wliich the army was thrown by his ae- 
cej)tanc(‘ of the imperial diad(‘m, and of the glow- 
ing loyalty that all were eager to manifest to the 
monar(‘h of their choice, lie set Josejihus before 
them, rehearsed liis gallant deeds, liis sufferings, 
and above all, his happy proj)h(*cy, now fulfilled 
by themselves ; and appealed to them whether it 
wiis right that such a man should still wear the 
fetters of a captive. Of course, the answer accord- 
ed with the emperor’s wish ; and then Titus, eager 
to put all possible honour upon this extraordinary 
Jew, suggested that the ceremony of hacking asun- 
der his bonds should be jierformed, which, accord- 
ing to Roman usage, w^ould remove the stigma of 
having ever worn them. This also was done ; and 
Josephus very complacently informs us that he 
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received the testimony of liis integrity for a re- 
ward; and was moreover esteemed a person of 
credit as to futurities also.” He was regarded as 
a man high in the imperial favour, and secure of 
rising by means of that eifectual helping hand that 
kings can give their creatures. 

At this distance of time, with no contemporane- 
ous testimony to throw additional light on what hc‘ 
has thought proper to reveal, we cannot undertake 
to judge the Jewish historian ; but it is impossible 
to avoid remarking, that had lie accompanied Vespa- 
sian to Home, his fame would have worn a brighter 
asj)ect, his conduct have admitted of a more fa- 
vourable interpretation, than either can bear under 
the circumstances of his continuing with Titus, to 
aid and abet tliat heathen and his host in the de- 
struction of the Holy ("ity. When to this we 
again add the fact of his having penned his history 
under the eye of this imperial pair, father and son, 
subject to the keen remarks of those who had de- 
stroyed the Lord’s vineyard, and laid waste Ilis 
heritage ; when we trace* in it, as we cannot fail 
to do, an identification of feeling and int(Tests with 
those whose hands, whose march, the very streets 
of whose haughty city, were still reeking with the 
warm life blood of Judah, we cannot, we will not 
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take the word of .this recreant and apostate Jew 
for any particulars calculated to blacken the dark- 
ness of Jerusalem in that day of her unprecedent- 
ed anguish. Desolate, in captivity, moving to and 
fro with fettered hands and bleeding feet, and a 
seourge, yea, a sword ever suspended over their 
laeerat(‘d shoulders, the Jews could not sit down 
to pen a refutation of what their treacherous bro- 
ther, elad in soft clothing and feasted at Caisar s 
table, securely recorded against them. Away, 
then, with his testimony in all that concerns the 
enorniiti(‘s committed within the city : there is no 
warrant in the proj)hetic scriptures, no evidence in 
credible history, no analogy in nature itself, for the 
atrocities that he charges upon his brethren. 
Rome ])agan, no less than Ronu; pa])al, needed the 
forging of a considerable number of lying aeeu- 
satioiis, to j)alliate in some degree the horrors of 
her own diabolical barbarity against the Jewish 
])e()ple. She found a hand, expert and willing in 
the work of caluinny ; she made the most of it, 
and after ages have swallowed with unquestioning 
gullibility the Avholc incredible tale. A clearer 
light is now' dawning on the w'orld ; and while the 
T^ord (iod removes the covering from all nations, 
and the vail that is cast over all people, He also 
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begins to take away the reproach of His own pe- 
culiar people in many particulars where a false 
reproach has hitherto rested on them ; and soon 
will all reproach, by His pardoning mercy and re- 
deeming love, be removed from them for (*ver. 

Yet the Jews of tliat day were guilty, exc(‘ed- 
ingly, fearfully guilty ; or such overwhelming de- 
struction could not have fallen on them, nor would 
the Lord have delivered the dearly-beloved of His 
soul, bound and naked, into the hands of her 
ferocious enemies. What was the crowning 
sin of the nation we very well know : reading by 
the light of man’s instruction the words, the in- 
spired words of their own holy prophets, they had 
overlooked the important laet of a suffering Sa- 
viour dying to redeem, and fixed their eyes ex- 
clusively on the more distant prospect of that 
glorious Redeemer coming to reign. To tliat por- 
tion of Isaiah’s prediction which speaks of him as 
desj)ised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief, smitten and afflicted ; 
bruised for their sins, wounded for theh trans- 
gressions, scourged that they might be healed ; 
led as a sheep to the slaughter, numbered 
with the transgressors, entombed, and by his 
righteousness justifying tiiem ; to this they 
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closed their eyes, and opened them hut to behold 
him coming from Edom, travelling in the great- 
ness of his strength, and in the blood of his and 
their enemies, and crowned a glorious King. 

When Daniel forewarned them of a time being 
set “ to finish the transgression, and to make an 
end of sins, and to make reconciliation for ini- 
quity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
to seal u]) the vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the most Holy,** at which time, Messiah should be 
cut off, hut not for himself; they refused to ponder 
the solemn message, and fixed their whole heart 
on the equally sure word that the same Messiah* s 
kingdom should subsequently be established in ma- 
jesty and might on the ruins of the long-continued 
Gentile usurpations. When Zechariah declared 
that for thirty pieces of silver the Lord should be 
bartered among them, and that they should look 
on Him (the context proving a divine person) 
whom they had pierced, and mourn for him in 
the deepest humiliation of contrite sorrow, they 
threw it aside as a sealed hook, laying an eager 
grasp on the triumphant sequel where Israel, re“ 
stored and re-established in their own land, with 
every ancient privilege confirmed and redoubled, 
should behold the nations of the earth coming 



WRATH TO THE UTTERMOST. 


89 


yearly to Jerusalem to keep with them the feast of 
Tabernacles. In like manner, what (iod hath 
joined in the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets, 
an atoning Sacrifice and a reigning Deliverer, a 
Prophet whom all must hear and obey on pain of 
destruction, a Priest upon his throne, they, 
alas ! misled by blind guides, put asunder, and so 
filled up the measure of the sins of many genera- 
tions. Then, wrath came upon them to the 
uttermost ; the beauty was defaced, the glory de- 
parted, and Judah was cast out for a long, long 
pilgrimage of suffering and sorrow through the 
wilderness of cruel nations, whose iniipiitous and 
impious pleasure it has been to help forward the 
affliction ; daring the awful retribution that must 
follow from that unrevoked assurance given to 
Israel, He that toueheth you, toiieheth the 
apple of his eye.” 

This has been a long digression, but we would 
fain place the matter in its true light. For many 
generations, and in many ways, Israel had pro- 
voked the Lord ; and the fact of their ultimately 
bringing on themselves a dispersion so long, and 
sufferings so bitter, as we know them to have 
undergone during the last eighteen centuries, 
was distinctly revealed to, and with terrible ex- 
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actness set forth by Moses, in the books of Levi- 
ticus and Deuteronomy. This event at last took 
])lac(‘, under the circumstances now referred to, 
and the menaced bolt fell. Josephus, evidently 
a man of most carnal mind and darkened under- 
standing, takes upon himself to exalt the national 
grandeur and prowess of the Jews, in order to 
exalt still higher the glory of those who coii- 
(juered them : he obtained from the heathen 
spoilers, the loan of the sacred books, tlie rolls 
that had been rent from the temple in Jerusalem, 
and from them, as from common r(‘cords, he 
compiled a history of former times. Had he been 
worthy of the name of Jew, he wwdd have buried 
those holy books deep in the earth, and shed his 
life-blood in vindication of the d(‘ed that rescued 
them from foul profanation : but such he was not ; 
and we only note the circumstance as a proof of 
the extinction of all natural feeling in his breast ; 
and as a landmark whereby to steer through his 
exaggerated descriptions of w hat he certainly did 
not himself see, nor could he know^ it but from 
the report of spies, deserters, and other traitors 
continually coming from the besieged trails. 

That fearful scenes were enacted there no one 
can doubt : that the city was divided, rent into 
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factions, and every division wrought up to mad- 
ness by the secret operation of suborned emis- 
saries from the enemy’s eanip, or liired agents 
whose instructions were tliencc derived, is ohvi- 
(»us. In any po))iilation the same means would 
produce similar effects ; and assuredly we must 
admit the awful fact that the Lord, their own 
Almighty King, ‘‘ was turned to he their enemy 
and fought against them,” * tliat because they 
had walked contrary to Him, He at length ful- 
filled the threat, “ 1 will walk contrary to you 
also in fury, and I, even I, will clmstisc* you 
seven times for your sins. And 1 will nmk(‘ 
your cities wast(‘, and bring your sanctuaries into 
di‘solatiou ; and I will not smell the savour of 
your sweet odours. And 1 will bring the land 
into desolation : and your enemies which dwell 
therein shall be astonished at it. And I will 
scatter you among the heathen, and will draw 
out a sword after you ; and your land sliall be 
desolate, and your cities waste.”f The fulfil- 
ment of this fruitfid prediction to the very letter, 
must prepare the mind to receive an impression 
fully commensurate with the prophetic lament, 

iMiah Ixiii. 10. + Levit. xxvi. 0. 
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that under the whole heaven hath not been done 
as hath been done upon Jerusalem.’* 

So far, we may, each for himself, picture the 
mournful, the dreadful state of the devoted city, 
divested of the guardian shield that had so long 
hung over it. The angel of the Lord encamped 
no more about licr palaces, but left them to be 
the spoiler's ])roy. The Temjde, that sj)ot most 
holy upon earth’s wide surface, in the eyes of a 
Jew, was no longer owned by Him who had 
vouchsafed to dwell therein; and in a furious con- 
test of rival parties, Zacharias, the sou of 13a- 
rachias, a man of j)eace, and of the consecrated 
order, was slain between the tenijde and tin* altar, 
— a signal that the righteous blood shed from the 
beginning thitherto was about to come upon that 
generation.* Jerusalem rou/r/ not have fallen, 
unless the great majority of her inhabitants had 
forsaken and j)rovoked the Lord to the uttermost; 
because, for his own name’s sake, and for his 
servant David’s sake, did the Lord defend that 
city from of old. Far be it from us, while re- 
jecting the malicious details of Josephus, to 
question the extent of prevailing iniquity there ! 


xxiii. 35. 
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Itwould be to question the truth of the MostHigh, 
to arraign his justice, and to rebel against bis power. 
The language of the Jews, in their synagogues all 
over the world, on the return of that sorrowful 
anniversary, and indeed in all their services, 
would keenly reprove us ; for words cannot ex- 
press a greater depth of contrite humiliation than 
they are accustomed to declare, on the subject of 
national provocation. Terrible in his long-delayed 
vengeance, still the God of Israel was just ; and 
even in the fierceness of his wrath, He remem- 
bered mercy, lie forgat not the covenants made 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; but stayed the 
rough wind in the day of his east wind, or what 
soul would have escaj)ed the sanguinary mur- 
derers without, and their unprincipled tools within 
the devoted city ? How would J udah have sur- 
vived, and continued, and multiplied, and spread 
abroad to the east and to the west, to the north 
and to the south, and retained within himself all 
the elements of a returning greatness and glor}', 
as it is at this day ? We proceed to the scene of 
desolation, acconipanying Titus and his homicidal 
band : and with them desiring, Let our eye 
look upon Zion,” but oh ! with what a different 
sentiment to theirs ! Yes, we must go over the 
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heart-rending d(;tails of her cruel wreck ; but 
sweetly prominent to our eye is still the assured 
pledge. 


I will build thiM*. 

And thou shall b(" built, (p Vii;»iii of Jhracl ; 

TIkui shall a^Miii b<; adonied with thy tabr(‘t‘<. 

And shult gu forth in the daineof tiuon that niaki* jiuti'}. 

Thou slialt yc’t phuit \iiM*s upon tin* mountains of Saniaria . 
Tin* planters sliall plant, and snail eat them as romnj»»n ihmgN. 
For then* shall la* a day, 

That tin* watelnnon upon the Mount Ephraim shall erv. 

Arise ye, and let ns go up to Zion, 

Unto the Loun our (tod. 

For thus saitli the Lord : 

Sing with ghnlnes.s for ,lae»»b. 

And shout among the ehh*f ol tin* nations : 

Publish ye, praise ye, and say, 

0 Lord, save thy people, the lemnaiit of l.srael. 

Behold, I will bring them trom the north eoiintiy , 

And gather tboiii from the ro.isi,s uf the earth, 

And with them the blind and the lame, 

The woman with child, and her that travaileth with elnld, 
together, 

A great eoinpany shall return thither. 

They shall eonie with weeping, 

Altd* with su])piieations will 1 h'ad them, 

1 will cause them to walk by tin* rivers of w;itei^. 

In a straight w'liy, w'herein tln-x shall not stumble : 
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For 1 am a father unto IsnicI, 

And Ephraim is my first bom. 

Hear the word of the Loiin, O ye nations. 

And deelare it in the isles afar oft^ and say, 

He ifiat scattered Israel will gather his own, 

And keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock, 

For the Loki) hath redeemed Jacob, 

And I'nnsomed him from th<‘ hand of him tliat was stronger 
than he. 

Therefore they shall come and sing in tln‘ height of Zion, 

And shall How together tt» the goodness of the Loki>, 

For wheat, and for wine, ami for oil. 

And for the young of the flock ami of tin* herd ; 

And tlK'ir soul shall he as a watered gsirden ; 

And they shall not sorrow anv more at all. 

Then shall tlte virgin rejoice in the dance, 

Both young men and old together * 

For 1 will turn their nioiinHiig into joy, 

And will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their 
sorrow. 

And I will satiati: the soul of the firiests with fatness. 

And my peo]>le shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the 
Loun. 


Jeremiah xxxi. 4. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


From Alexandria, whence Vespasian set forth 
for Rome, Titus also departed to lay siege to 
•lerusalein. His route possesses a solemn and 
melancholy interest ; he halted at Zoan, where 
God of old did Tnar> elloiis things for lsrad[ against 
their tirst oppressors. Ha\ing crossed the Nile, 
lie proceeded over the desert ; he entered Syria at 
Uaphiii, making Gaza his next station. Ascalon, 
Jamnia, and Joppa, in turn afforded a resting 
])lacc to the Roman destroyer ; and lastly, he came 
to Cesarea, the chosen rendezvous of all his forces ; 
the point of concentration, from which the col- 
lected torrent was to meet and overflow the de- 
serted vineyard of the Lord of hosts. 

* The order of their march into what Josephus 
is not ashamed to call the memyi's countiy,” 
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was as follows ; — first went the auxiliary forces, 
furnished by surrounding kings, among whom 
Agrippa, their former ally, mediator, and clkaui- 
pion, supplied a portion ; and with these were a 
mixed multitude, also calling themselves aiixilia- 
ries, drawn to the Roman standard by a greedy 
hope of sharing the spoil of Zion. The pioneers 
and armourers of eueanijiments followed, and after 
them the commander's baggage, with its wonted 
guard. Then Titus, with his picked supporters ; 
the pike-men ; the cavalry of the chosen legion ; 
and next the fatal engines ; the tribunes, leaders 
of cohorts, and their select bodies. The trum- 
peters next preceded the ensigns — the ravening 
eagle, the abomination of desolation that should 
pollute the holy place. The main body, in ranks 
six deep, followed their standards ; then came 
tlie scr\auts and the general baggage of the army; 
and last the mercenaries, with their appointed 
guards, who brought up the rear. Through Sa- 
maria tliey fkroeeeded to Gophna, the desolate 
wTCck of a city already sa<’ked hy Vespasian ; and 
here they lay for the night. The next dav’s 
march brought tliem within thirty furlongs of 
Jerusalem ; where, in a place called the Valley 
ri Thorns, another teniporary encampment was 


II 
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ordered, with the expectation that the next would 
be a permanent lodgment under the walls which 
the proud Assyrian menaced in vain. Meantime 
Titus, assembling six hundred of his choicest 
horsemen, proceeded to reconnoitre the city ; 
curious to ascertain both the extent and strength 
of its defences, and the temper of its inhabitants; 
whether they were made of like metal with their 
brethren of Jotapata, Gamala, and the other for- 
tified towns, eager to give battle and nerved to a 
desperate resistance ; or whether they were so 
exhausteil by internal dissensions, or so intiini- 
dat(^d by the near a])proach of liis immense array, 
as to exhibit tokens of a speedy submission. His 
doubts were quickly set at rest. 

It was oil the north-western side of the city 
that all assailants, from David to the Roman ge- 
neral, had fixed their camps ; that being, indeed, 
the only accessible point. Titus had approaclied 
in that direction, having before him the most 
modern suburb, Rezetha, which had grown up 
gradually from the increase of population, and 
possessed none of the natural defences enjoyed by 
the other jiArts of the city ; but on this account 
greater pains had been taken to strengthen tnc 
wails, incomplete as had been left the execution 
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of Agrippa’s perfect design. There was a strong 
tower, called Psephinos, flanking the eastward 
wall, at an angle, nearly parallel to where now' 
stands the Damascus gate, and due west of it ; 
near to this point, Titus, with his horsemen had 
been allowed to advance, on the road leading to 
the city, without the appearance of an individual 
to intercept or oppose him ; but wlicn, encou- 
raged no d.iubt by such apparent passiveness, he 
altered his course, and sw'erved obliqu(‘ly towards 
Psephinos, followed by his band, a sudden and most 
impetuous sally took place, not from any gate, 
but through the windows of some neighbouring 
towers, out of which multitudes of armed Jews 
suddenly leaped ; casting themselves in the path 
of tlie horsemen, so that those who had not v et 
declined from tlie main road, were intercepted 
from following those who had ; while Titus, with 
only a few attendants, was in like manner cut off 
from the rest, and placed in great peril, the na- 
ture of the ground much enhancing it. Trenches 
had been dug as a sort of sunk fence, to protect 
the gardens, which in this cpiartcr extended from 
the walls to some distance ; those d($p trenches 
ran out obliijuely, intermingled witli strong hedges, 
together forming a barrier that forbade his fur- 

u 2 
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ther advance ; return to his men «.ecmed impos- 
sible, for a dense body of exasperated enemies 
intervened ; and tlie Bomans, unconseious* that 
their commander M’as thus separated from them, 
remained in expectation of some order from his 
Iif)s. Titus, moreover, was not armed as for 
battle; so Josephus says, who declares that he 
bad on neither hea(l-f)ieee nor breast-plate; which 
if true, speaks little for his military tact and fore- 
sight, considering the nature of his expedition 
and his avowed uncertainty as to the hostile pur- 
poses of the besieged. The Romanised historian, 
of course, gives the grc‘atcr credit to his patron, 
for the intre])iditv with which he extricated hirn- 
sell from this alarming dilemma, referring also to 
the ])rovidential care of God over the persons of 
kings. lie represents the general as cutting his 
way through his assailants, jmrrying, with liis 
sword alone, the darts that were showered on 
him from every side ; cutting down some, riding 
over others, and finally escaping with his horse- 
men, tw'o only of whom wrere slain in the combat. 
This encounter encouraged both parties ; the one 
being elatA by having so decidedly i)ut the Ro- 
man prince to flight, the other by his having so 
wtII escaped a very imminent danger ; which was 
of course interpreted as a hapj>y omen. 
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Titus, being further reinforced by a legion from 
Einrnaus, advanced on the following day, with 
his assembled host, to the hill, or rather the 
gently swelling plain, called Scopus ; seven fur- 
longs only distant from the holy city. Here they 
proceeded, with the usual grim deliberation, to 
measure out the ground, to form their squares 
and streets, and to build rather than to pitch 
their substantial tents ; planting in the midst the 
ominous ensign of their sanguinary sway. Before 
them, and clearly seen above the walls that inter- 
vened between the numerous towers, rose the 
magnificent Temple, sheathed, as it were, in bur- 
nished gold, continually ])rovoking that lust of 
plunder which formed the main-spring of Roman 
enterprise. But between them and this splendid 
j.'rize stood the formidable bulwark of Antonia, 
guarding with its massive strength the north-w'est 
angle of the outer court, whence the wall that 
enclosed Acra branched forth, presenting a firm 
array of towers bristling with spears and darts, 
and alive with countenances on wdiich, among 
many deep emotions, one universal characte- 
ristic was traceable — the stern resolve to die, il‘ 
needful, amid the ruins of their city, but never, 
never to surrender it into the hands of a pagan 
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foe. Oti Scopus two legions w'cre encamped ; 
another was stationed somewhat further in the 
rear, that they might fortify themselves in greater 
security, and move at leisure under cover of the 
near camp. A third body, the tenth Roman 
legion, were directed to form their encampment 
six furlongs from Jerusalem, on the descent of 
the Mount of Olives. 

And now hehold the city indeed hemmed in by 
her enemies, encompassed vnth armies. Josephus, 
\\hom we are constrained to quote, says that when 

the seditious ” saw these several Roman camps 
suddenly y)itehed around them, “ they began to 
think of an awkward sort of eoueord,” and de- 
cided on an immediate sally. With them, to re- 
solve was to do. The Romans were scattered 
about in small j)arties, methodically pursuing their 
famous camp architecture, taking it for granted that 
no one w ould attempt so premature an interruption 
of the goodly work, and persuaded moreover that 
the Jews, besides the intimidation that their ad- 
vance must strike into them, were too completely 
disunited, too hotly engaged in civil warfare, to 
plan anyoffensive operation. Suddenly, however, 
a tnmiendous gush, a torrent of armed men, was 
seen sweej)ing down the declivity from the city 
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wall ; and with a tremendous shout ascending the 
opposite hill, they threw themselves upon the as- 
tonished lloraans, who, half armed, and wholly 
unprepared, souglit safety in flight ; some n^treat- 
ing at their utmost speed from the sj)ot, others 
flying to the place where their weapons were de- 
posited, but both hotly pursued. Few of the 
latter lived to gird those weapons on ; and of tlie 
former, on ground so new to them, so perfectly 
familiar to their assailants, great numbers fell be- 
neath the fiery tread of their j)ursiiers. When 
the Homans rallied, and formed a front, they were 
presently thrown into confusion by the irregular 
onset of th(‘ Jews, who, neither knowing nor 
caring aught about the disciplined regularity of 
w'arfarc to which the others were accustomed, 
fell upon them as did Samuel their pro))liet upon 
Agag, intent only to hewr them in j)ieces. En- 
couraged and inflamed by the sp(*clacle of their 
brethren’s success, the Jews continued to pour 
forth in great numbers, ])rineipally at the point 
where the vallies of the Kidron and of llimnoii 
meet at the south-eastern point of the city, the 
foot of Ophel ; and, after several ineffectual at- 
tempts to stem the torrent and to turn the battle, 
the Homans were put to shameful flight, abau- 
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doning their camp, and being themselves in ma- 
nifest danger of extermination. Tidings had, how- 
ever, been brought to Titus of the jeopardy in 
which the tenth legion were placed, and he im- 
mediately advanced with sufficient reinforcements, 
rallied the fugitives, reproached them with cow- 
ardice, and made a fierce attack upon the Jews 
with the fresh troops— horsemen, no doubt — that 
he had brought up to the rescue. Having turned 
their flank, he pursued his advantage, compelling 
them to retreat towards the valley, in which they 
suffered great loss, from the enemy in their pon- 
derous armour crushing down upon them from 
the steep ; but the remainder having gained once 
more the opposite ascent, turned upon the j)ur- 
suers, and under their beloved walls sustained for 
hours a battle with the Romans, who sliowered 
darts and lances upon them from the opposite 
bank. Titus, seeing that nothing was to be 
gained, stationed his fresh cohort to w^atch against 
any future sally from that point, and ordered the 
routed legion to a higher part of the mountain, 
there to pitch and to fortify their camp. 

Rut vain were the general's precautions, and 
C(jually vain his hope of overawing the children of 
Israel. No sooner were the soldiers seen, as in 
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full retreat up the mountain, than a Jewish watch- 
man, stationed on the wall, exultingly sliook his 
garment ; and upon that signal out rushed a fresh 
multitude of the besieged, with such mighty vio- 
lence, says Josephus, “ that one might compare 
it to the running of the most terrible wild beasts.” 
Such were not the comparisons chosen of old to 
describe the irresistible prowess of Judah, when 
“ kings with their armies did flee ” before liim ; 
but Josejdnis, as a pagan, wrote for pagans, so let 
his language go for what it was worth in the 
sight of Ins new masters, lie proceeds, “ To 
say the truth, none of those that o])})osed them 
could sustain the fury of their attacks ; but, as if 
they were cast out of an enyiney they brake the 
enemies ranks to pieces, wdio were })ut to flight, 
and ran away to the mountain/’ And who were 
these runaways ? Even the doughtiest warriors, 
the picked cohort of an invincible Uoman army ! 
Titus had just before selected them from the 
flower of his host, to rescue the routed legion : 
and having done this, he had posted them on the 
edge of the valley to prevent any further egress 
from the walls. Uowever, the Jews broke out, 
and they “ ran away up tlie mountain Titus 
himself, whose personal courage was unquestion- 
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able, with a few of his immediate attendants, 
being left alone half way up the steep, and find- 
ing it no easy matter to resist the importunities of 
his friends, who urged him also to flee. It ap- 
pears that he nevertheless made a gallant stand, 
and not only maintained but improved his posi- 
tion. The hand of God was certainly over him ; 
for he, like Pliaraoh of old, was ordained uncon- 
sciously to fulfil the decrees of the Most High, 
and the work allotted to him he must accomplish. 
The utmost confusion ])rcvailed among the routed 
legion ; they concluded that Titus also had saved 
himself by flight, and nothing could be more com- 
plete than their disgraceful dispersion ; when, 
pcej)ing from the brow of the hill, where the thick 
olives afforded them some shelter, they descried 
their general engaged, almost single handed, in 
desperate combat with the victorious Jews. This 
roused them at once ; and loudly j)roclaiming to 
their scattered comrades the commander’s peril, 
all rushed down to rescue him, reproaching and 
urging one another on, until the force of such a 
combined onset from many different points of 
higher ground overpowered the Jews, turned 
them, and drove them into the depth of the 
valley, after a most determined resistance ; for 
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they faced about again, and fought their way, 
evidently in good order, until they gained once 
more the bulwarks of their city. 

Josephus has no word of commendation to be- 
stow upon the courageous Jews ; but the })raise 
that he gives his jiatroii implies no slight testi- 
mony to their prowess and exploits. After stating 
that Titus, having made all as safe as he could, 
sent the legion again to fortify their camp, he 
thus concludes the chapter : “ Insomuch, that if 
I may be allowed neither to add anything out of 
flattery, nor to diminish anything out of envy, 
hut to speak the plain tnith, Cicsar did twice de- 
liver that entire legion when it was in jeopardy, 
and gave them a (piiet opjiortuuity of fortifying 
their cam]>.” Titus has had his eulogists, and 
Josephus his followers, in every age ; but we 
(juestion whether, during eighte(‘n (icnturies, one 
hand has been found to seize the historie pen with 
simple purpose of doing impartial justice to the 
calumniated Jews. 

The principal camp, as it has been stated, was 
pitched on Scopus; a fine cxjiansive, slightly- 
elevated ground, northward of the holy city. 
Titus now resolved to approach still nearer to the 
walls, and with that view he commenced opera- 
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tionsj sufficiently disheartening to those within. 
He first caused every irregularity of ground be- 
tween the present site of his camp and Bezetha 
to be levelled, paring down the little eminences, 
and making all jierfectly fiat. In this w^ork the 
whole army was engaged, with the exception of 
a pick(‘d and powerful body, whom he stationed 
to watch against and to oppose any attempted 
sally. Now were all the little gardens, so care- 
fully cherished by their owners, whose inheritance 
they were, even as was the vineyard of Naboth 
his own, dug up and utterly destroyed. Every 
landmark was removed, every hedge mown down, 
every trench filled up ; and where groves of odori- 
ferous trees had spread a cooling shade ; where 
branches had bent under their loads of ripening 
fruit, the orange, the vine, the pomegranate, and 
the fig ; where flowers of surpassing beauty had 
brightened the green sod, and fountains played 
for the refreshment of each lovely scene ; nothing 
now remained but a naked, uptorn plain, a dreary 
level trampled into stone by the ceaseless tread of 
armed men. Even the rocky projections and ac- 
iclivitics that diversified the beauteous landscape 
were demolished with iron instruments, and their 
fragments used to fill the chasms of a rent soil 
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or carried beyond the boundaries. This piteous 
work of desolation is briefly described by Jose- 
phus, without one touch of natural feeling, such 
as one must suppose could not but wring the 
bosom of the most callous Jew. This took place 
during the days of unleavened bread, when some 
new dissensions appear to have broken out in the 
eily, and rendered the Temple once more a scene 
of strife, which ended in the reduction of three 
contending parties into two : but, howsoever en- 
gaged among tlieniselvcs, the Jews found time to 
concert a stratagem against the besiegers. 

A certain number of courageous men suddenly 
left the city, as though they had been forcibly 
thrust out by their companions ; and stole about 
the neighbourhood, with every appearance of 
being in girat fear, lest they should fall into the 
hands of the Ilomans ; and also of distrusting one 
another. At the same time those wJio were sup- 
posed to have ejected them, stood forw’ard on the 
walls, loudly crying for j)eace, and claiming pro- 
tection with seemity for their lives, in which con- 
dition they offered to open tlieir gates to the 
enemy. In farther confirmation of tliis, they 
threw stones at such of the seemingly .expelled 
party as were wandering beneath the walls : who 
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ill return petitioned to be taken back, and exhi- 
bited such extraordinary disorder of feeling, and 
uncertainty of purpose, as completely to deceive 
the Romans, though Josephus says, that Titus 
himself suspected a stratagem ; because when he 
had, by means of Josephus himself, endeavoured 
on the preceding day to persuade them to capitu- 
late, he, or rather perhaps liis agent, could not 
even obtain a civil answer. Probably the recol- 
lection of Jotapata, combined with its intrepid 
defender’s present state of defection from the 
cause of Israel, rendered his mission more odious 
to tlie Jews than they could endure to contem- 
plate ; or even to repel with a semblance of cour- 
tesy. Titus, accordingly, commanded the sol- 
diers to stay where they were ; but they, eager 
for plunder, disregarded him, and many of them 
ran towards the gate's, expecting them to be 
thrown open. The excluded party also hastily 
retired. Two towers hanked the gate, projecting 
considerably outwards ; and when the credulous 
Romans had become wedged between these towers, 
the Jews at once ran out, surrounded and at- 
tacked them in the rear, while darts and missiles 
of every kind assailed them from above. Many 
of tlie soldiers were slain in this way, and such as 
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escaped were pursued by the Jews to the farthest 
limit to which they could follow them without falling 
in with the main army. Thus expatiates the worthy 
Jose[)hus : After this, these Jews grew insolent 
upon their good fortune and then he gives a 
speech of Titus, addressed to the offending troops, 
which is strangely at variance with his own ac- 
count of the disunion, mutual hatred, violence, 
and self-slaughtering infatuation that reigned 
among his brethren within tlie holy city. I'itns 
said, “ These Jews, wliich are only conducted by 
their madness, do everything with care and cir- 
cumspection ; tiiey contrive stratagems, and lay 
ambushes; and fortune gives success to their 
stratagems, became they are obedient^ and itre- 
serve their yood-will and fidelity one to another'^ 
lie then menaced with death the offenders who 
had, by acting so unlike the cautious, obedient, 
and united Jews, brought this loss and disgrace on 
the lloinan army. However, tlieir comrades all 
interceded for them, and tiiey wx*re pardoned ; 
and the general set himself to prosecute the war. 
Four days had sufficed to obliterate every trace 
of cultivation, and to transform the diversified 
suburb into a monotonous level on the north, 
north-west, and partly on the western side of the 
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city ; ’ and now he advanced his force closer to the 
walls, accumulating its greatest strength on the 
north : while on the west he placed his foot sol- 
diers, s(*ven deep, with three ranks of horsemen 
behind them ; the archers, also seven in depth, 
occupying the intermediate S])ace. So formidable 
an array precluded the possibility of further sal- 
lies from the Jews in that quarter ; and under its 
cover the beasts, the luggage, and the mercenaiy 
disorganized multitude of follow’ers, were enabled 
to take up the ground assigned to them. Titus 
himself was stationed over against Psephinos ; 
the second division had its head-quarters near 
Ilippieus; and the tenth legion had completed 
their fortifications on the Mount of Olives. 

Alas for the city of David ! for the holy place 
of the Tabernacle of the Most High ! The heart 
of a Gentile fails, and her hand trembles while 
pursuing the mournful tale. Already we behold 
the deadly snare drawn close and strong round 
the victim : Jerusalem is a besieged city, a lodge 
in a garden of cucumbers. Her sons are as a 
wild bull in a net, foaming in vain 'within its en - 
tangling meshes : her daughters lament for the 
past, shrink from the present and see no rescue, 
no refuge, no escape from the terrible future. 
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Can tliis be Zion« ‘‘beautiful for situation, the 
joy of the whole earth ?” Is this the place of 
whicli the Eternal said, “ Here will 1 dwell, for 
I have a delight therein ?*’ Yes, blessed for ever 
be his holy name! there He dwelt, and there He 
will dwell again, in a glory and a majesty that 
shall lighten tlie whole earth ; there will lie yet 
bcAutiiy his sanctuary, and make the place of liis 
feet glorious. 
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walls^ accumulating its greatest strength on the 
north : while on the west he placed his foot sol- 
diers, seven deep, with three ranks of horsemen 
behind them ; the archers, also seven in depth, 
occupying the intermediate sj)ace. So formidable 
an array precluded the jiossibility of further sal- 
lies from the Jews in that quarter ; and under its 
cover the beasts, the luggage, and the mercenary 
disorganized multitude of followers, were enabled 
to take up the ground assigned to them. Titus 
himself was stationed over against Psephinos ; 
the second division had its head-cpiarters near 
Ilippicus ; and the tenth legion had completed 
their fortiticntions on the Mount of Olives. 

Alas for tlie city of David ! for the holy place 
of the Tabernacle of the Most High ! The heart 
of a Gentile fails, and her hand trembles while 
))ursuing tlie mournful tale. Already we behold 
the deadly snare drawn close and strong round 
the victim : Jerusalem is a besieged city, a lodge 
in a garden of cucumbers. Her sons arc as a 
wild bidl in a net, foaming in vain within its en- 
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past, shrink from the present and sec no rescue^ 
no refuge, no escape from the terrible future. 
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Can this be Zion, “beautiful for situation, the 
joy of the whole earth V* Is this the place of 
which the Eternal said, “ Here will I dwell, for 
I have a delight therein?’’ Yes, blessed for ever 
be his holy name ! there He dwelt, and there lie 
will dwell again, in a glory and a majesty that 
shall lighten the whole earth ; there will He yet 
l)eautify his sanctuary, and make the place of his 
feet glorious. 



114 


CIIAFrER VllL 

In following the operations of the besieging 
army, it may Ijc necessary again to advert to tlie 
position of the three walls that formed the bul- 
warks of the Holy City. The first, or old wall, 
was the strongest, having be<‘n traced out by David, 
after whom Solomon and all the kings of Judali 
sneeessively lalamred to strengthen it. Coiiimenc- 
ing at the south-western corner of the Temple’s 
outer court, it se]>arated Zion from Acra by a line 
nearly straight, crossing the interior from east to 
west with a slight northward curve, and compris- 
ing within this sjmee the strong towers of Mariam- 
ne, Pharsalus, and Ilippicus. Thence it swept 
southward round the whole hill of Zion, around 
the ridge of the valley of Ilinnoin, turned at the 
corner of Ophel, and terminated at the south- 
western angle of the Temple walls. Tliis was, to all 
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appearance, so impregnable a barrier, that tbe 
confidence of tbc Jews in it was unbounded. Tbe 
stones were of enormous size ; some of tlu* lower 
j)ortion of tbe tower of Hippieus now remaining, 
and wliicb there is every reason to believe formed a 
part of the original fort built by Herod, measure 
externally from nine to twelve feet t*acb. The tower 
itself is square, seventj' feet by fii‘ty-si\, and tliis 
too is a piece of sofi<f masonry, no vacuity being 
discoverable as far as these great stones extend ; 
which confirms the assertion of Joseplms, that it 
w'as solid stonework to tbe lieight of thirty cubits, 

^ over which was a reservoir of watcr.then two stories 
of apartments, with battlements and turn'ts. OI‘ 
the other two forts nothing now remains, save tin* 
mass of ruins that assist to block up the j)ass be- 
low, and to reduce almost to a level the surface 
of the city, “ builded upon her own Ijcnp" — iij)on 
the crumbled wrecks of her ancient strengtli and 
magnificence. 

The old, or first w'all, having tenninafed at the 
south-eastern angle of the boundaiy^ that enclosed 
the Temple, the third, or Agrip|)a’s, com- 
menced to the northward of it, thus forming a 
continuous barrier along Hie stiep acclivity that 
overlooked the valley of the Kedron ; and then en- 

I 2 
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closing Bezctlia as. tlic other encircled Zion, it 
fornic‘d a jutting Jingle at tlie north-west point of 
the city at the tower of Psephinos, where Titus 
had been so roughly assailed ; whence it took its 
course hack to llip|)icus. Tlie second, it will be 
remembered, was an internal hjirrier, extending 
from an juieient gate, the site of ivlnch is now un- 
known, but not fjir from IIipj>icus ; and terminat- 
ing at fort Antoniji, the great citadel of Jerusa- 
lem. 

The main strength of the city walls was in their 
towers, each of which, in addition to their 
ininieuse solidity below, furnished accommodation 
to a large defensive body above, supplying them 
also with wjiter, jiml being each separately defen- 
sible. Of such warlike towers, the old wall had 
sixty, the second ha<l forty, and Agri})pa’s, 
or tlie third wjill, had ninety. The beauty 
of these bulwarks was no less remarkable than 
their size and strength. They were built of white 
stone, hewm from the rock in blocks of enormous 
size, and so exactly fitted one upon another as to 
])rcsent the appearance rather of an unbroken mass 
of marble than that of ordinary architecture. They 
rose to a great height above the walls, and these 
again being built, dii three sides, upon the edge 
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of n deep precipice, looked still loftier than they 
really were. The king’s palace, and other build- 
ings, Josephus describes in such terms as to stag- 
ger the credulity of modern readers: they can 
unhesitatingly receive, and complacently swallow 
his most exaggerated statements of impossible 
enormities committed by the inhabitants against 
each other ; but when he comes to set forth the 
grandeur and beauty of Jerusalem itseli', W’ith 
which both he and those for whom he wrote were 
intimately acquainted, men bec'ome cautious, tliey 
examine and reject his testimony. Wc‘ will not 
reverse, though we depart from the received plan : 
wo will not perpetuate the latter while discarding 
the former branch of his statements. Knougli 
for us, that all the ancient glory of Jerusalem shall 
wax dim and be forgotten before the surjiassiiig 
magniiieence of her latt<T day brightness; enough 
that her sons, scattered and peeled, meted out, 
trodden down, oppressed and maligned as eveujet 
they are, shall soon repossess their city, repeople 
their land ; for shame have double, and for con- 
fusion rejoice in their glorious ])ortion. 

We must now, so far as is needful for the cor- 
rect understanding of the heart-rending sequel, 
enter upon a description of the Temple. We shall 
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jollow Josephus, because, recreant as he was, we 
tliink he dared not have falsified on tliat subject, 
lie could liave no motive so to do ; and the fami- 
liar ac(juaintance of his Roman contemporaries 
with the spot must have served in some measure as 
a cheek on him. Recent discoveries have veri- 
fied seveial ot‘ liis most suspected statements, as 
to the size of the stones, the beauty of tlie ma- 
sonry, and the excjuisite character of the work- 
manship employed in various arehitectiiral de- 
jiaitments. Some excavations, undertaken for a 
dillercnt purpose, have brought to light these 
things, ouried beneath the desolations of many ge- 
nerations; and the time is not far distant when 
the labours of Jewish restorers will make manifest 
the extent of that wreck committed hy Gentile de- 
stroyers. 

iMomit .Moriali, “ the mountain of the Lord’s 
house,” was <»riginally not only a steep hut a 
MTV une>cu hill, too narrow and too irregular on 
its summit tor the extent of ground subsequently 
occupied by the Temple and its consecrated boun- 
daries. To the south it descended with an ab- 
rupt sweep, ruiiniiig parallel with the southern 
slope of Zion ; but eastward the rock was j)recipi- 
tous, fonniug a deep ravine, the bed of the river 
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Ki’dron. Great labour was expended in raisina: 
embankments, filling up the narrow valley to the 
west, and extending into a plain the limited area ; 
northward, the natural difiieulties do not a|)|ie!ir 
to have bec'ii great. An extraordinary Isn’t has 
been ascertained within the past tew years, name- 
ly, that the holiest part of the Tenijile oecujsied a 
small natural elevation on the unhewmroek, which 
at this nionient exists, an object of mysterious ve- 
ncration, in tlic iniicrinost reeess(*s of the inoscjm* 
of Ornar. Had a eireumstanee like this bec’u statc’d 
in any ancient, uninspireil author, and could it now 
liave been cited in tlie face of such alterations and 
transformations as the hands of nominal Christia- 
nity would have wrought on that consecrated sj)ot, 
weshould have been taught tolaugh at the inijiroba- 
blelietion; but until the(\aliph Omar made choice 
of that site for his mosque, the impious rajxe of a 
dcbaseil sect of nominal Christians against cvitv 
tiling pertaining to thereligbm of Moses [irevailed 
to heap the area of the Temple with the; tilth of 
their habitations, and of the whole city. Thus 
concealed during the first epoch by the profane 
indignities of one sujierstitioii, (the Greek,) and 
jealously guarded throughout another by the mis- 
taken piety of an antagonist superstition, (the 



120 


JUDiEA CAPTA. 


Moslem,) we find the ground, the very ground as 
it once upbore the house where the very presence 
of the Most High vouchsafed to dwell in visible 
glory, and subsequently to walk and to teach in 
tlie likeness of sinful flesh, that ground in its ori- 
ginal state remains for the seed of Jacob to iden- 
tify, and to consecrate anew, in a more acceptable 
form than they were of old, to the Lord of hosts, 
the Eternal, their King. 

Of those great buildings that were wrecked by 
the ruthless sj)uilcr, not leaving one stone upon 
another that was not cast down, we are told that, 
in the first place, great and strong walls were built 
upwards on the sides of the hill, forming at their 
suinmits a square j)latforni j)erfectly level, which 
was enclosed by adding to the lower walls a range 
of cloisters, that surrounded the outer court, 
eoinmunicating at one angle with Fort Antonia. 
This court was paved with a variety of stones ; 
and beyond it, enclosed by a second partition of 
|»ec*diarly elegant workmanship, but only three 
(dibits in height, surmounted by pillars, and as- 
cended to by fourteen steps, was the court of the 
Israelites, into which no Gentile might enter. On 
the eastcni side of this quadrangle was the wo- 
meif s court, where the daughters of Zion assem- 
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bled to worship ; and here also stood another 
range of buildings, the natural height of which 
was not easily discernible from without. Four 
gates on the north, four on the soutli, and two 
on the cast side, led to this court ; the w(‘stern 
wall was uidjrokcn. Of these gates, nine were 
overlaid with silver and gold ; but the tenth, which 
opened eastward, w'as far more rnaguilieent, being 
of Corinthian brass, of consi<h‘ral»ly larg(‘r jiropor- 
tions than the rest, and adorned witli double 
splendour, having tin* precious metals more pro- 
fusely spread upon them, and with more elaborate 
ornament. These gateways were (d’sueh depth as 
to resemble towers, admitting of a room on either 
side within, between the outer and the inner door. 
Some idea may be formed of the grandeur of these 
a})proaches, when it is stfited that each door was 
in height thirty cubits, and its hreudtli tiCleeii ; 
while the pillars that supported the eharnhers 
within the gateway were twelve cubits in eiremn- 
fcTciicc. The doors of t)je eastern, or “ Beauti- 
ful gate,” which stood over against the entrance 
of the Temple itself, were forty cubits high ; but 
the principal feature of the whole pile of sacred 
edifices was the snowy whiteness of tlie polished 
stones that formed it ; their cnonnous size, and 
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tlic unbroken surface, j)resented to the eye by 
means of such extjuisite fitting: of one to another 
as scarcely allowed any junction to be perceptible. 
Accustomed as they were to worship on that spot, 
and familiarized with the magnificence that then 
surrounded them, the disciples could not refrain 
from exclaiming, ** Master, see what manner of 
stones, and what buildings are here !” 

The court of the (jentil(‘s, and of the women, 
and that of the men also, being passed, another 
ascent led to the l(*vel of the temple itself, the 
particulars of which w'c do not attempt to de- 
scribe, beyond what were visible to the Roman 
host, whose eyes must almost have failed with 
gazing on it, while they computed the value of 
spoils, such as had never before invited their ra- 
pacious grasp. The tenth h‘gion, encamped oji 
the Mount of Olives, coidd look down into its 
beauteous recesses, when the morning sun-beam 
restetl on those stately ]>illars, and threw into the 
richest relief the massive foliage of vine-leaves, 
grapes, pomegranates, and other exfjuisite tracery 
that hung upon the snowy structure in masses of 
solid gold, Opening, as it did, to the cast, and 
closed from view only in the holiest place, which 
the high-priest alone, once in the year, might 
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enter, Avliilo a costly veil, j>rofuscIy eiubroi<lcred 
ill blue, scarlet, and purple, hung before the en- 
trance of tlie sanctuary, revealing, when vith- 
drawn, the altar of iiiccnse, the golden tsihle of 
''.hew-bread, and the se\en-branched candlestick ; 
all but the most distant and mysterious recess, 
(the spot where formerly rested the visililc glory 
of the Eternal,) was frecjiieiitiy laid open like a 
dream of imaginary magnilieence, to the asto- 
nished view of those who lio\ered on the oppo- 
site heights : the altar of burnt oifering standing 
in the open air, surrounded by tln^ priests, while 
all Israel worsJiipjicd beyond the light and elegant 
Iramework that en<*ompassed if, eoin])leted the 
sublime spectacle. That holy sjiot was thc*n, in- 
deed, ])olhited by the jiresenee of men of strife 
and blood, coiiteuding for the [lossession, with 
other views and far less sacred jiurposes than a 
pious Israelite could have entertaine<l : but its 
external aspect had undergone no change, neither 
was its sanctity diminished in the eyes of many 
thousands who daily pressed to offer tlie ])raycrs 
of agonized apprehension in its beloved courts. 
It stood ; niid around it rallied those whose 
heart’s blood was ready. to How in defence bf e\ery 
stone that formed that majestic pile. It stood, 
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pven where the voice of Omnipotence came from 
heaven unto Abraham, wlicn with outstretched 
arm lie ])oisrd the knife above his only son, with 
tliat immutable yjromise and oath by which the 
blessing of all nations through Abraham’s seed is 
still secure : on that spot where David’s suppli- 
cation had prevailed to avert a former judgment 
from Jerusalem, and sheath the sword of a de- 
stroying aiigcl, commissioned to visit for the 
monareirs sin : on that spot where, in Solomon’s 
day, the effulgence of God’s presence had so 
filled tlie former house, as to render it untenable 
by feel)lc man ; on that spot where a greater than 
Solomon had recently made the glory of the 
second Tcm])le surpass the glory of the former 
house ; where David’s sou and David’s Lord bore 
as an accusation the title that shall yet be his 
glory throughout the universe ; where Abraham’s 
seed, the true and only sacrifice for sin, had 
verified at once tlie type of Israel’s doom, and 
sealed the promised blessing to the utmost ends 
of the earth. II k never despised, or spoke lightly 
even of the material structure that crowned the 
holy mount ; many instances may be cited of a 
directly opposite tendency ; as in the expression, 
" Whoso shall swear by the Temple, sweareth by 
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it, and hy Him that divelleth therein^ “ Make 
not my Father s house an house of inereliandizef ’ 
and others. In like manner we find the apostles, to 
the latest period of their proeeedina:s in Jerusalem, 
observing the ordinances of the Lord’s house; 
aud Paul energetically clearing himself, not only 
before the Uornan governors in Judiea, but befi»re 
the Jews in Rome, of any infraction of that rule: 

I have committetl nothing against the people, 
or customs of ourfathm,'^ he says to the latter ; 
and to the former, he reiterates the fact that lie, 
as a Jew’, was found by the Jews purified in 
the Templef in fulfilment of a strictly Jewish 
vow, not disfmting or opposing anything con- 
nected with their worship. \V"e should do widl 
sometimes to call to mind the dealings aud ex- 
pressions of the first believers, tlie inspired 
apostles of our Lord, together with his own ex- 
ample, in reference to that which was enijihati- 
eally ordained to be “a house of jirayer for all 
nations instead of using means to deaden our 
sympathies, and to encourage ourselves in con- 
temptuous thoughts of that " mountain of the 
Lord’s house,” to whicli, as to an appointed 
centre, all nations shall .yet flow. 

The fort Antonia was no part of the original 

10 
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design — the sacred antiquities of the spot. lie- 
rod built it on a point of rock at the northern 
verge of Moriah, where a deep trench was also 
carried along its base, se])arating it from Beze- 
tha. To render this steep more inaccessible, the 
rock was artificially smoothed, from its founda- 
tion iij)wards, hy tlie addition of polished stone 
laid on its surface, so that any one attempting to 
scale it would find no possibility of fixing his foot 
there. Then rose a wall abru])tlv from .this 
hopeless ascent, and within it the tower ; a mo&t 
fornddablc building, containing in itself every re- 
quisite lor the purpose to which it was appro- 
priated by its f()und(*r. Joseplins aj»tly says, that 
whereas the Tein])le was a fortress that guarded 
the city, so was the tower of Antonia a guard to 
thd Temple. It had four turrets at its four cor- 
ners, the south-eastern one being considerably 
higher than the rest, and entirely commanding 
the whole area of the Temple. A Homan legion 
had always been stationed here, and from this 
high turret they were accustomed to watch the 
proceedings of the Jews, when assembled at their 
stated festivities ; patrolling also around the 
cloisters, into which they had o[)ened communi- 
catious from the lower part of the tower. On a 
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former occasion, tlie Jews had delivered them- 
selves from this degradiiii' intrusion, by destroy- 
ing the range of buildings that abnitt'd on the 
tower, and so depriving the soldiers of a eoverctl 
way ; but they were coinpelled to restore them. 
Subse<juently the eneiiij’^ was altogether expelleil ; 
and Antonia became the prize of the strongest 
party among those whose contemtions so fatally 
distracted and Aveakened tin* city. Tlic two 
leaders, Simon and John, of whom the latter had 
[lossession of the Temple, and the former of Zion, 
or the iij)[)er city, continued to oj»poseeach other; 
and Josephus represents it as an act of great 
kindness on the part of the Homans, to subdue 
the animosity by destroying both parties ! lie 
says, “ The sedition destroyed the city, and the 
Homans destroyed the sedition ; which was a 
much harder thing to do than to destroy the 
walls/’ Nevertheless, the walls gaAc them some 
trouble ; and had not the Lord been wroth with 
his people, the virgin daughter of Zion might 
have shaken her head at those iron l(*gi(ms, and 
laughed to scorn their battering rams, as se- 
curely as she derided the spears of the Assy- 
rian. 

# 

Titus, having completed his preparations, now 
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proceeded closely to cxaniine the wall, in order to 
select any weak point ; and this, unhappily, he 
was enabled to do. In that part of llezctha which 
was most thinly inhabited, the builders of 
Agrippa's wall left the work in an im])pr- 
fect state at its junction with the old wall, which 
here was also lower and rnun^ assailable. To this 
quarter the general ordered uj) his engines, and 
received a further stimulus to his zeal from the 
mischief that hefel his friend Nicanor. Josephus, 
it a})pears on his own evidence, was prowling 
about under the walls, seeking to persuade his 
countrymen into a surrender, as a jierson known 
to them.” Known lie had been, as an illustrious 
Jew*, and as an intrepid warrior ; but he w^as also 
now know'll to them as a traitor, an apostate, and 
a deceitful tool of the enemy, worthy of no other 
reply from them tliaii was conveyed in the shower 
of darts with which they greeted his insidious ap- 
jiroach. lly one of these weapons Nicanor w'as 
wounded in the shoulder, and Titus, despairing of 
trcttchery within, resolved to press most vigorously 
the assault from without. He gave his soldiers 
leave to fire the suburbs, as an eaniest, perha[)s, 
of the desolation that they might hope to carry to 
the utmost ; he also directed them to raise banks 
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of timber against the city, placing his archers in 
the midst of the worknii*n, and drawing out in 
their front a iiuinhcr of the engines, from which 
stones, javelins, and other missiles, were eomi- 
nually cast, to deter the hesieged from attempting 
a sally, and to drive from the walls those who 
were prepared to obstruct their operations. 

And now every remaining tree ailable for their 
jmrpose was cut down ; not only the gardens ami 
fragrant groves, but the stately growth of many an 
age, fell beneath the alien axe— “ th(‘ fir tree, and 
the jiine tree, and the )io\ togetluT;" not, alas! 
to beautify the ]>laee of the Loud's sanettiarv, but 
to aid in the work of its destruction. It was a 
hitter spectacle for the inhabitants ofJernsalem to 
behold their heaiitiful land laid waste, and the 
trees under wliieL their fathers’ fathers had re- 
j)Osed, — trees that had seen the hrjiit da\s of 
Judah, wdieii noalicm vexed ln*r lairders, — dragg<*d 
heavily along the disfigured jdain to torm a Jingt* 
embankment against therij. Tin*}' were not idh*. 
They had not ceased to hope, and hoping to be 
strong and of good courage in contestiiig every 
stone of their sacred walls. Thtw assembled 
towards the point of attack, bringing up such en- 
gines as they had, being s])oils taken from Cestius, 
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and from the Intclj’-expellcd f^arrison of Boman 
soldiers. Jos<‘}>lius speaks contcm])tuousIy of 
th(*ir unskilfuhu'ss in the use of these machines, 
having had little practice or instruction in the art ; 
hut he admits that they frequently ran out, in 
defiance of th(‘ Itonian batteries, and finally at- 
tacked the men at the banks, who, covering 
tlicinselves with hurdles, as at Jotapata, and 
defended by tlnir engines and archers, sutfered but 
little onstnietion. Josephus sjieaks with satisfae- 
lioii of the ha\oc made by some extraordinary 
eatajMilfs belonging to the tenth legion, which 
thr(‘w masses of rock, the weight of a talent, to 
a great distance, and with sucli terrible force as 
t<» overthrow whole ranks of men. The Jews 
l(»r a time baffled these ; not only the noise of the 
engine, hut the shining wliiteness of those stones 
of Zion, gave notice of their ap])r()aeh ; the watch- 
men stationed on iheir tow'ers uttered a warning 
cry, those around prostrated themselves behind 
their battlements, and the instrument of death 
jiassed harmless over them. The Romans per- 
ceiving this, blackened the stones, thus render- 
ing them less visible, and by this means destroyed 
many at one blow. Nevertheless their operations, 
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were incessantly interrupted by the Jews, who 
harassed them day and night, and scarcely per- 
mitted them to jicrfeet the banks. 

The work was at length completed, the inter- 
vening ground measured, and the dreadful engines 
advanced to the very walls ; and from three dif- 
ferent quarters at the same moment, with a thun- 
dering noise, the attack was made. A great cry 
w-as heard witliin the city, whether of terror or 
defiance, or botli, the narrator does not state*, but 
he admits that they suspended their quarrels, and 
united in defence of their bulwarks. Seizing 
lighted torches, they ran round the walls, Inirling 
them at the engines, shooting, at the same time*, 
their darts at those who worked them. A hattcr- 
ing-ram of the fifteenth legion actually moM'd the 
corner of a tower, and inspired hoj)es that a hreacli 
would be effected ; but no further damage w as done 
by it, and then came a furious sally of the .lews, wlio 
leaped down upon tlie hurdles that eo\ ei ed tin* 
machines, tore them in pieces, and attaek<*d the 
men belonging to them. Titus found great diffi- 
culty in repelling these assaults, though he made 
the most of his horsemen and archers, and ulti- 
mately beat back the gallant dcl’enders, wlio 
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brouj^ht fire to the very framework of the engines, 
and fought as did their fathers of old. But alas ! 
“ their Uoek had sold them, and the Lord had 
shut them uj)." 
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After the impression just uotiecd Imd l)i*t‘u 
made upon the upper part of a tower, tin- 
J(*ws suddenly susi)ended their efforts. Tluy 
diseontinued the sallies, and withdrew within their 
fortifications, leading the assailants to eonednde 
that they were either so wearied out hy eontinued 
exertion, or so intimidated by the formidable as- 
pect of the besieging army, and the shaking of 
one of Zion’s bulwarks, as to have yielded to d<*- 
spondency, and forb(»riie the hopeless fight. 
The Homans hereupon encouragi*d tlnunselvcs, 
and hastened the completion of their jilan, each 
camp being the scene of eager bustle and prepa- 
ration for renewed assaults, while every man foninl 
somewhat to occupy him in the military works. 
Quietly and unsu-siiected, the defenders collected 
their force, and availing themselves of a small pri- 
vate gateway at the lower of Ilijipicus, they 
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])asscd out, each man being provided with fire, 
and came so suddenly up to the very banks that 
tlie enemy were fortifying, that the Roman war- 
riors were constrained to cry out to their dis- 
persed comrades for help. These advanced from 
all jmrts of tlie camp to the rescue, hastily form- 
ing in their usual excellent order; but neither 
numbers nor discijilinc availed them against the 
valour of the Jews. Josephus is obliged to con- 
ft‘ss this, however unwillingly, and that for adong 
lime now succours only came u}» to be routed, 
while one party struggled to fire the works and 
destroy tlie engines, the other to ])reserve them. 
“ Tlie Jews,” says this recreant, “were now too 
hard fin* the Homans by the furious assaults they 
made, ///c waf/mni.*' On a former occasion Jo- 
sephus had done th<' same, and probably he would 
have thojight it hard to stigmatize the heroes of 
Jotapata as furious wild beasts and madmen, when 
contending for their homes, tludr wives, their 
children, their own good land, and their own lives; 
probably if to these lind been added the Temple oi‘ 
the Lord in Jerusalem, and IVIount Zion, the holy 
city itself, he would have used such an argument 
to fire the courage of his comrades into tenfold 
ardour. Rut Josephus was now the sordid 
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craven tool of the papjaii foe, tin* liin linp; sm'o- 
pliiiiit, so sold to work iniquity Jiir.'iinst Ills own 
people, that he eonld c\eii assist to hatter down 
those saered Imlwarks ; and evcMi after helmldini: 
the utter, the nnpreeedent(‘d, the heart-wjtheiin:; 
destruction that came upon the childnm of Urael 
at the hands of savage harharians, lie eonld rooll\ 
sit down and cull degrading epithets wlierewifli ro 
east a stain ii|kmi the memory of his hnichered 
hrcUireu. Y(‘t tliis too is o\(‘rrnled fir good : 
out of his own mouth we jmige the traitor, and 
measure hy tin* standard of his irrejiressihle ma- 
lignity tlie extent of his calumnious charges 
against them. 

To r(*turn to tin* mathtn^u ; thc‘y sne(‘e(*di‘d in 
setting fire to the works, and for sonn* time the 
Homan maehlnery was iu imminent dane:er ot 
heiiig reduced to ashes. A select hand from 
Alexandria, eorieerning whom the historian liinis 
that llieir martial prowess liad not [>revionsI\ 
.been ^ery ermspienous, sueeeedetl, howe\er, in 
staying the inqietuous progress of the .lews, whih* 
many on both sides fell around tlie fatal engines. 
At length Titus, ])redestiued to destroy — as did 
the lieathen kings of old whem*v(T tlie Lonl was 
provoked to sell las people into the hand of their 
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enemies — advanced at the head of liis irresistible 
horsemen, and, according to Josephus, slew with 
Ids own hand twelve of the enewijy* that is to 
say, of the foremost Jews, wlio were offering 
tlieinselvcs willingly for the defence of their 
saered eitadel. When tlie rest saw their leaders 
fall by a single arm, and that the arm of him wlio 
had hronglit the ahoiniuation of desolation to the 
verge <»f their hoi}' ])lacc, they seem to have been 
si nick with a panic, a consciousness that they 
were <leli\(‘r<‘d to the destroyer, and under this in- 
Ihienee they retreated into tlie city. One man 
alone was taken alive, and he, by the orders of 
the nier<*iless Titus, was crucified before the walls, 
“to sei‘," stiys Josephus, “ whether the rest 
would be affrighted, and abate of their 
We quote his language to justify the loathing dis- 
gust wilh which we cuiiiiot hut eontcmplate his 
character, ami to exhibit his true feeling tow'ards, 
or rather against, his afflicted nation. It does 
not njipear that any intimidation w’as effected by, 
this act of cowardly ferocity, but on the following 
idglit ah extraordinary panic seized the Roman 
host, in which, though their scribe records it not, 
tlifv probably did some execution one upon 
another. 
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Titus had comniandod the erection of three 
towers, each fifty cubits high, for the double pur- 
pose of overlooking the defences and of driving 
from the walls all who should advance to man 
them. At midnight, while the Jews within were 
in considerable agitation at the death of John, 
the general of tlie Idumeans, who had been shot 
by an Arabian, after the battle, when standing in 
seeming security, conversing on the wall, and 
wliose loss filled Jerusalem with lamentation; and 
while the Koinans fpiietly reposed in their camps; 
one of these towers suddenly fell down, with a 
terrible crash, leading the army to suppose that 
the Jews were upon them again. Great confu- 
sion ensued among tlie legions ; each man sus- 
pected his neighbour to be a foe ; on all sides the 
watchword was demanded, and tumult reigned 
throughout the host; for, seeing no enemy among 
them, treachery was generally surmised. It was 
not without great difficulty, and probably blood- 
shed. that Titus succeeded in explaining the in- 
cident, and allaying the storm. 

To these fatal towers the lioinaus owed their 
coiKjuest ; they rendered resistance unavailing. 
Covered with plates of iron, they deth/d the 
ageiHW of fire, hitherto so effective against the 
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Romati works ; their altitude secured the archers 
and slingcrs from all weajmns l(‘velled at them 
from the walls, while enabling them to take a sure 
and deadly aim at those below. Besides, tlie 
Homans had made them sufficiently strong to 
bear the lighter engines, and thus they directed 
whole vollies against the garrison, who were com- 
pelled to retire, leaving tlie enormous rams to 
deal unolistriictedly their f<*arthl ]>Iows against the 
rampart walls. 

AVhat h(\'irt can conceive the terrors of this 
season, as experienced by those who were sur- 
rounded, seeing no way of <*sca])e ! We speak 
not of flewisli men so much as of tlie poor, weak, 
tender A\oineu and little ones, and of the very 
aged, some of whom had heard tlie thrilling 
sounds of compassionate warning, when, melted 
into sorrow, they followed the steps of the holy 
Sulferer, who bore his cross along the ]»roud an*d 
stately stri'ets of the city, anil bewailed the cruel 
death to which lie was ignorantly doomed. 

“ Daughters of tlerusalcm,” lie said, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves and for your chil- 
dren. For behold, the days are coming in the 
wliich they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and 
the wombs that never bare, and the paps which 
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never gave suek. Then sliall tliey begin to say 
to the mountains, Fall on ns, and to the hills, 
(’over ns.’* Surely such must have been the 
language, secret, if not uttered, of the te rrified 
females, as they stole a glance at tlie tremendous 
array of those camps, swarming with a horde of 
fierce, brutal, sanguinary, licentious devil-wor- 
shippers, who never knew what pity meant, and 
who were lured to the enterprise hy nothing but 
the •prosp(‘et of fully satiating all their vilest and 
most ferocious ])assions. Surely such must Inne 
been the motlier’s moan, ns she looked on her 
beauteous child reii, and pictured to herself the 
horrors of a life-long slavery, witli all its hideous 
concomitants, including tlic torturing deaths re- 
served for multitudes in the gladiatorial and other 
murderous speetaeles of Itorne. Imagination 
faints beneath the elfort to realize for one moment 
what those endured vvl o v\ere now' pent in by the 
tottering walls and towers of Jerusalem. 

On the fifteenth day of the sii*ge was tiie im- 
perfect wall of A grijipa bunnounted, and Bezetha 
taken. The Jews had retired within the more 
powerful hnlw'arks of their second wall, leaving the 
northern division of tlic city, which was indeed 
but a modern suburb to arieierit Jerusalem, 
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for their occupation. Josephus attributes their 
abandonment of it to laziness and ill-concerted 
counsels ; though he had just before proved the 
inipossilnlity of their withstanding the metliod of 
assault adopted by the enemy, who had in him an 
accurate informant on every point ; an experienced 
soldi(*r, perfectly al)le to direct their operations 
against the city of his God ; and as consummate 
a traitor as ever stabbed the bosom which had 
given him suck, lie, of course, would have j)rcfer- 
red that the Jews had remained to be slaughtered 
in tlie indefensihle streets of Bezetha ; instead of 
which, he found himself, with his emj)loyers, es- 
tablislied <m a spot most ineinorahle for the de- 
struction of tlieir ancient predecessors— they occu- 
pied now the ground where Bahshakeh had ])itch- 
ed his camp, shortly before the divine vengeance 
whicli followed them thence overtook the host of 
the Assyrian, and slew in one night by invisible 
Tiieans a hundred and eighty-five thousand men. 
Dearly as were all tlieir national deliverances che- 
rished by the Jews, no doubt many thought on 
this, and looked for a similar miracle to rescue 
Jerusalem ; they would call to mind the words 
spoken of old, in reference to the Assyrian inva- 
der, “ He shall not come into this city, nor shoot 
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an arrow there, nor cast a bank ap;ainst it. lly 
the way that he caine, by the same shall he re- 
turn, and shall not come into this city, saith the 
Lord. For 1 will defend tliis city to save it, for 
mine own sake, and for my senant David's sake." 
The progress of the Roman arms Jiad not y(;t ex- 
tended beyond the [)oint of the Assyrian’s advance, 
and it is very probable that in suddenly retiring to 
their ancient limits the garrison had in view this 
fact.. Their true unbroken walls still em^ompasscd 
the city of Melehizedek, (the ancient Jehus,) the 
city of David, and Mount Moriah : in scripture 
language, Jerusalem, Zion, and the Mountain of 
the Lord’s house ; and it is n^markable that such 
are the limits named in the promises of future exalt- 
ation to the holy city, ('ontiiied within a narrower 
compass, sun’ering more ^ from the strictness of 
the siege, and ha>ing a nearer, a much more for- 
midable ^iew of the enemy, still the daughter of 
Ziou sat as a queen within the uninvaded circuit 
of hf‘r original domain ; and the utmost demolition 
effected by the Romans in the northern quarter of 
the city was but the rc lewal of what Cestius had 
j)rcviously done. From this jieriod, every advan- 
tage obtained by the besiegers was indeed against 
Jerusalem. 
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The camp being thus far advanced, and all the 
battering engines brought up, the attack was, of 
course, u])on the wall that stretched from the 
tower of Antonia to that of Hipj)icns, sweeping 
round Acra, and enclosing the busiest the most 
crowded part of the whole city. Here were the 
shops and markets ; here the artizans resided, and 
business of all kinds was transacted. The streets 
were narrow, stecj>, and intricate, rising towards 
the Temple by causeways and flights of steps, 
and descending again into the Tyropean pass, 
which it must always be borne in mind was then a 
deep ^a^ine, an excedingly narrow and abrupt 
valley, intersecting the three mounts, Moriah, 
Zion, and Aera. To judge of ancient Jerusalem 
by tlie position of its surface in our day, is merely 
to mislead ourselves ; for the very outlines are in 
many places lost ; and (he interior details present 
an a[)jicarance wholly unlike its former aspect. 

Built upon its own heap,” parts of the city now 
stand on foundations overtopping the summit of 
lofty buildings that once occupied the same site, 
as regards mere measurement from given points ; 
and when we talk of hills and ))asses, we refer to 
places wliere at this moment perhaps a level plain 
extends beneath the incredulous eye. Many who 
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visit the spot with minds correctly impressed from 
scripture with the real aspect of the city of David, 
and its surrounding localities, arc pcrple\cd, dis- 
ap])ointed, and almost tempted to doubt the accu- 
racy of the inspired description ; while, in like* 
manner, the impiirer into such historical records 
as this of Josej)hus is led to account many things 
fabulous, because his modern j)lan of Jerusalem 
tends to contradict them. No other place under 
heaven has known such mar\ellous changes ; no 
other country has undergone so strange a succes- 
sion of desolating and transfonifung vicissitudes ; 
hut in despite of all, we may recall every event of 
her memorable history in connexion with the 
very spot on which it occurred; and sweet to 
those who love her will he the task, when the 
days of her mourning are ended ! 

While Titus marshalled his hands for a fresh 
attack, having also opened, by his recent advance, 
a much nearer communication with the camp on 
Mount Olivet, the Jews also disposed their force 
to the best advantage. John of Gischala occu- 
pied the tower of Anton'ia, and the northern range 
of cloisters : while Simon, his rival, manned the 
wall, where it stretched in a crescent form, bend- 
ing back to an old gate, near the tower of Hip- 
10 
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piciis, for its course was like a bent bow, almost 
semicircular, bulging out to the north-west ; and 
then meeting the old wall, iii its course westward 
from the teinjde. Divided into several bodies, 
the Jews planted themselves on this line of wall, 
and most gallantly defended it, throwing darts at 
the enemy. TJiey also made fieqiient sallies, 
from which they were sjicedily driven back, b\ 
the vast sn]M»riority of the Homan army, in wea- 
pons, discipline, and generalshij) ; but on the 
walls they proved too much for their adversaries, 
and often repulsed them. Tlu^ battle raged from 
day to day, witJiout any other perceptible advantage 
than that which the besiegers gained from the 
increasing misery and privations of the besieged. 
Josephus says, that the combat was persevered in 
with equal obstinacy on botli sides ; commencing 
with the morning's light, and niglit itself had 
much ado to part them.” A sleepless watch on 
liotli sides, with eager impatience for the morrow, 
occupied the hours of darkness ; the Romans 
hoping, by some migbty effort, to oveicome their 
gallant opposers, and to grasp the i>rey ; the 
Jews stUr looking for deliverance from Him who 
had of old put their enemies to shameful flight, and 
who bad, “ as birds flying,” protected his Jeru- 
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Salem. Neither put oif their armour during the 
night, but lay ready to start up at earliest dawn ; 
the chief ambition among the Jews being ti) bc- 
cure the post of greatest danger. This Josephus 
• admits ; at the same time telling us it was done 
to gratify their commander. A motive worthy to 
be imputed to them by one who only lived to 
please Titus ; and whose debased soul could now 
conceive of no higher incentive tlion the patron- 
izing bmllc of a master ; even though that master 
was an idolatrous heathen, steeped to the lips in 
the blood of Israel. Immediately after this con- 
temptible endeavour to derogate from tlie pa- 
triotic valour of his own nation, and proving that 
the hope of gaining the favour of Titus really was 
the principal stimulus of the Homans, be admitb 
that death itself seemed a small matter to any Jew, 
if he could but kill one of the enemy. In other 
words, they fought for their home ; for the city 
of their fathers and the Temple of tliiir God ; and 
happy did he acoouut himself who diniiiiisbed, 
even by one individual, the host arrayed against 
them, though in the act he yielded his own life. 
If anything had been wanting to prove how ficti- 
tious were the vaunted honour and magnanimity 
of these Roman heroes, behold the fact of their 
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pennitting, yea, eTni)loying a treacherous deserter 
thus to slander the dead, whose courageous self- 
devotion in the cause of their own country, w ould 
have moved any lionourable foe to respect their 
memories and a])plaud their valour. But we are 
constantly reminded of tlie j)rofdietie character of 
the fourth Beast : it not only devoured and broke 
in ]>ieees ; it “ stamjied the residue wdth the feet 
of it.”* 

Titus having brought one of his battering-rams 
to hear on a central tower in the northern })art of’ 
the second wall, a device was practised, showing 
at once the co(»l self-possession of those whom the 
historian calls madmen, and the fertility of their 
minds in discovering hindrances to stay the 
enemy’s j»rogre.ss. Bent in, as tliey were, suffer- 
ing all the horrors of famine, and without ho]>e 
of succour from man, these contrivances j)r()ve 
the ])(»rscverance of their ex]>cctation that the 
God of Israfl w ould yet sliow himself mindful ol’ 
his afflicted peojde, and rebuke the destroyer for 
their sakes. It is plain, they could not persuade 
themselves that Jerusalem, so long the throne of 
God’s presence, and the Temple where He once 
delighted to dwell, would really become the prey 
of those exterminating enemies : they hoped that, 
10 
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after sorely afflicting them, perhaps, ITo would 
yet repent and return, and bestow a blessing; 
and thus hoping, they deemed every hour’s delay 
of importance to be purchased at any price. A 
Jew, named Castor, taking with him ten more, 
formed an ambush in the tower now assailed by 
tlie ram ; all the rest having withdrawn from the 
aim of the Roman marksmen. They lay still 
until the towTr hegan to shake, then showed 
theijiselves, and (’astor, crying for mercy, im- 
plored that Titus would receive their submission 
ami ensure their safety in the usual way, by 
giving his right hand. The general, whose great 
object was to gain as much as he could by trea- 
chery on the other side, so sparing the li>es of 
his own troops, lent a willing ear, commanded 
the ram to be stojiped, and encouraged ('astor to 
proceed with his overtures. The ilew, (lia\ing 
privately sent w’ord to Simon that he vvoidd amuse 
the enemy for some time, to allow him more spa(‘e 
for consultation u]>oii the defence,) j)rotested liis 
readiness to descend from the tower, ami (leli\er 
himself and his companions up, on condition of 
the forc-mentioiied pledge, Titus assented, ex- 
pressing his desire to cxttmd tlie security to the 
whole city, if all its inhabitants could be brought 
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to the same mind. While these compliments 
were passing, five of the ten men burst out into 
vehement protestations that they would sooner die 
than agree to the proposed submission ; the 
others j)retended to reason with them, and a long 
altercation ensued, during which tlie Romans 
stood idly by, hojiiiig to gain more by this defec- 
tion tlyin by the strokes of their battering-ram. 
The ])r(*tended d(‘bate grew ajiparently to a quar- 
rel : ("astor was exhorting tin* objectors to yield, 
and they in return brandishing tlieir swords, and, 
finally, a|)j»earing to stjib themselves, and to fall 
down slain, to the great admiration of Titus and 
his men; remo\ed as they were to a distance, 
from whicli they could not clearly ascertain what 
passed. A dart was, liow(*ver, shot at Castor, 
and stuck in his face : he drew^ it forth, and 
aj>pealed to Titus against the unfairness of the 
proceeding, on which the archer was reprimanded. 
It may reailily be supjiosed that all this occupied 
some precious time. Josejdius, standing by his 
patron, w^as desired to go to Castor, wdth the 
right hand of security, but he prudently declined : 
susj)ectmg the sincerity of his brethren’s treason, 
he also withheld others who would have gone. 
Castor, however, continued to call for some one 
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to come and receive his money, which tempted 
another renegade, less cautious than Josephus, 
to hasten towards him. He was saluted by the 
hurling of a heavy stone from Castor’s hand, 
which missed him, but wounded another person. 
Titus now saw the real obj(*ct of the j)arley 
and, as Josephus remarks, “ perceived that 
mercy in w'ar is a pernicious thing ; because such 
cunning tricks have less exercise under greater 
severity.” lie accordingly ordered the battering 
to be resumed more vigorously than before ; but 
as soon as the tower began to tremble, (Jastor and 
his companions set it on fire, leaping into the 
flames, to the great admiration of the Homans, 
by whom suicide was held in the liighcst esteem ; 
but Josephus says they only leaj)ed into a hidden 
vault, through which they (*scaj)ed. How he 
ascertiiined the fact must remain doubtful ; but, 
the stratagem itself, wiih all the falsifying parti- 
culars that he was sure to interweave in his nar- 
rative, in deterioration of the Jewish character, 
goes far to prove that real treacluTy was exceed- 
ingly rare among the besieged, though most 
eagerly sought after by the assailants. 

Before we recount the further progress of the 
enemy, it is needful to remind the reader that within 
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the city were two classes : one comprising the help- 
less, weak, unarmed civilians, many of whom no 
doubt were led, in this extremity, to recognise 
the Inind of the Lord, and to humble themselves 
under it ; while others, seeing the utter hoj)eless- 
ness of resistance, saw no possible way of escape 
iVom indiscriminate slaughter, save in an imme- 
diate and unconditional surrender: and with these 
were doubtless many who, in the extremity of 
fear and suffering, would have bartered their right 
l)oth in the holy place and in the chosen nation, 
for deli\erance from present misery. The other 
class, called by Josephus tlie seditions, because 
they rebidled against the sovereign will of Rome, 
consisted of the fighting men — those who were 
resolved to perish amid the ruins of their city, 
rather than connive at the advance of a hostile 
footstep within its sacred bomidaries. We have 
already seen by what enud aggressions the Jews 
were originally goaded into hostile measures, at 
first purely defensive, hut amounting at length to 
the forcible ex})ulsion of a powerful people, who had 
long held them tributary. They liad fully recog- 
nised the Roman government, had long seen their 
cities garrisoned by Roman troops, and relin- 
(piished all claim to independent legislation or 
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self-government. It is not lawful for us to put 
any man to death “ We have no king hut 
(yft'sar.” These were voluntary declarations of a 
state in which tlie sceptre had dcj)arted from 
Judah, and the Lawgiver from between his feel ; 
and, strictly sj)eaking, they were guilty of insur- 
rection against regularly instituted authorities. 
Ill former 3'ears, God had vouchsafed to send 
them projihets and deliverers, commissioned to 
break the yoke from oh* their necks, which their 
inicjuitics had provoked Him to lay on them : 
now, there had h(‘eii no \oiee of projihecy to 
direct, 110 anoint(*(l champion to lead, a move- 
ment of the kind. Had it been otherwise, the 
lloman power would have broken and crumbled 
beneath them, and its fragments scattered like 
the chail’ of the siininier tlirashing floor. As it 
was, those who struggled lor freedom bore the 
brand of sedition ; and so, with some colour of 
reason, though every feeling of the heart invo- 
luntarily rises against it, the wily Josephus cha- 
racterizes all who withstood the re-occupation of 
Jerusalem by the alien power of Home. Let it, 
however, he also borne in mind, that matters had 
gone too far to admit the faintest liope of mercy 
on the part of tlieir tyrants, if again ascendant ; 
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and in contending for their city, the Jews were 
contending for their lives ; as opposed to the most 
cruel deaths that fiends in human form could in- 
vent ; and for their liberties, as opposed to tor- 
tured and fettered slavery in a foreign land, 
where men, like beasts of prey, revelled in blood. 
No marvel, then, if, as Josephus asserts, the 
garrison threatened, and even inflicted, capital 
punishment on such as proposed to surrender the 
city. Exp(‘ctiug, as some did, a divine interpo- 
sition, and resolved, as others were, to resist to 
their last gasp the torrent of desolation that me- 
naced Jerusalem, there was no alternative. 

The llonians greatly dreaded these warlike 
.lews, while affecting to despise them ; and hav- 
ing so valuable a sj»ecimeii of a purchased traitor 
in .losephus himself, Titus hoj)ed, by a fair show 
(jf leniency to the more timid portion of the inha- 
bitants, to unite them on his behalf against the 
garrison. Beyond the second wall lay Acra, in- 
habited by the most peaceable classes ; its narrow 
streets, running obliquely from the wall, were 
peopled by braziers, dealers and workers in wool, 
and such like ; the cloth market also being there, 
and shops of every kind. If Titus could but ob- 
tain quiet possession of this commercial quarter. 
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he might safely calculate on reducing the remain- 
der \4ith little sacrifice of time, trouble, or life ; 
for here too were the few provisions that remained 
in store, and from hence he might carry on his 
operations against the Temple in front, and the 
upper city on his right hand. The breach, there- 
fore, made in the second wall, was most impor- 
tant; he did not sta 3 fto widen it, for he hoped 
by fair words, and restraining his soldiers from 
any .violence, to ensure a welcome, or at least to 
meet no resistance while taking up a new position 
on this advanced ground : but he had more to 
learn. 
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At-tiiougii Titus liad, arcordiug to Josephus, 
just h(‘f(>re perceived that “ mercy in war is 
a pernicious thing,” it is surprising with what 
dove-like iutentioiis this Homan eagle entered 
through the lireach into the lower city, as set 
forth in the next ])aragraph of his history. His 
})urposc was to do the Jews a kindness, not to 
afflict them more than was needful ; to make 
th(*m ashamed of their obstinacy, by the mag- 
nanimity of his forbearance. He forbade his sol- 
diers to kill the tradespeople, or to fire their 
houses ; nay, he gave the seditious ” leave to 
fight, without involving their fellow townsmen in 
the consequences of their temerity. All this 
must have sounded very generous in the ears of 
the braziers and weavers ; but they were Jews — 
the spot was Jerusalem — ^the invader was a wor- 
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sliij)p(‘r of stocks and stones, and his li^lit-liand 
man, his chief adviser, was a degraded apostate 
from the cause of Israel. Having once more })ro- 
elaimed the word — Death to the Jew who should 
speak of surrender — those wdiom Titns had so 
courteously permitted tofip;ht, ]»roceeded to tloso, 
and never ceased until th(‘y had driven him with 
all his routed host back through the breach at 
which they (‘utered. 

hi the first jdace, a body of the Jews made a 
sudden sally from the upper gates, falling on the 
eiKuny outside the walls, with such effect, that 
the guards jiosted by Titus on the towers and 
battlements, leaped down in a panic and fled to 
tlieir camps ; shouting with a great cry of alarm 
ailtl distress, on account of their general and 
comrades within, to whom they eould afl’onl no 
succour. The cry was echoed by the latter, who 
found themselves cncomjiassed on all sides, driven 
through narrow streets and cross lanes, wholly 
new to lliem, wdiilc to their pursuers every turn- 
ing was familiar. Kntaiigled in the narrow(*st 
passes, hunted down the steep descents, or pur- 
sued up their acclivities by far more practised 
feet ; assailed from the houses, and not knowing 
how to regain the spot where they had entered, 
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the Roman force, consisting of a thousand choice 
warriors, miglit all have fallen ; had not Titus 
gained the breach, the narrow dimensions of 
which he too late regretted, and by a careful dis- 
position of his archers, in some measure covered 
the retreat. How many escaped we are not in- 
formed ; but the loss must have been great, and 
the rout complete for the time. The bitter re- 
viling with which Josephus mingles his forced 
admission of the bravery of his own people, leads 
to a supposition that he counselled this abortive 
attempt. Howsoever that may be, the fact is 
acknowledged, that when the Romans in full force 
returned to the breach, the Jews made a wall of 
their own bodies, in })lace of the stones that had 
been thrown down, and in this way, for tlisee 
entire days, bade defiance to the utmost efforts of 
the Roman army. 

What a spectacle was this ! " A peojde terrible 
from their beginning hitherto,” once so invin- 
cible that not only the armies of opposing na- 
tions, but the very elements themselves were 
made to flee before them. The sea fled, and Jor- 
dan was driven back, that a way might be made for 
the ransomed to pass over. It was not their power 
nor the might of their arm that wrought deliver- 
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anccs of old, but it was the presence of thv.‘ Eter- 
nal their God, who scattered their e\cry enemy, 
and caused every obstacle to melt away as they 
advanced. Long they rebelled, and vexed his 
Holy Spirit ; long they made Him to serve with 
their sins, w'earied Him w'ith theii iniquities, slew 
the messengers of his mercy, and finally relusi'd 
even that Messenger of the covenant wliose coining 
they longed for, w ho cairn* suddeidy into the Teni- 
plc> and brought salvation unto Zion, and was de- 
spised, rejected, and slain. The glory departed 
from Israel ; the power of the Most Highest up- 
held them no longer. Yet so accustonieil were 
they to miraculous interpositions, so utterly 
unable to convince themselves of the awful truth 
th|^t Jerusalem must now sit down in the dust, so 
unable to conceive* how’ a host of idolatrous barba- 
rians should have license given to jmlhite the city 
of the Great King, thiit th(*y dared e\eii to the 
verge of a miraculous manifestation of mor- 
tal energy, and ])iled themselves, the li\ing and 
the dead, in an imjienetrable mass of fleshly 
bulw'arks before their beloved Zion ! Hateful 
to God must be the feeling, and liateful to 
man it ought to be, that hardens Itself against 
the people w hom the Lord so heavily smote ; that 
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dwells on this talc as a mere matter of exciting 
amusement, or historical information ; and does 
not lament and grieve over the branches of the 
Lord’s fair vineyard, thus mangled and tom, and 
trodden down in the mire by men more cruel than 
ravenous beasts of prey. Even Josephus, whose 
book is a glaring monument of his own perfidious 
infamy and falsehood, says, “ they made a wall 
of their own bodies over against tliat j)art of the 
wall which was cast down the breach whereby 
the Homans had once entered, and through wliich 
they were driven out. Butonthefourth day the darts 
and sfjcars, the cata[)tdt and battering-rams pre- 
vailed ; and the remnant of Israelites retreated, 
leaving the entrance free. It was not to them- 
selves, but to God with them, and God in thgn, 
that their fathers owed and attributed their mar- 
vellous victories. “ Some trust in chariots, and 
some in horses,'’ said the conquering David, ** but 
we will remember the name of the Lord our 
God.” Nor was it a mere remembrance of that 
name, or its rc})etition that helped them, but a 
realizing of the Divine Presence in all its majesty 
and might. They were alike accustomed to 
attempt by deeds of daring the most marvellous 
acJiievements, and to “ stand still, and see the 
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salvation of the Lord/’ Joshua by the sound of 
rams’ horns, Gideon with his pitchers and lamps, 
Samson with the jaw-bone of an ass, David with 
a pcblde from the brook, conquered as surely, as 
fully, as did the luiinerous hosts who went forth to 
wxir witli sword and spear. In every combat tlie 
victory was the Lord’s ; and no pious Israelite 
ever dreamed of arrojifatinj^ to himself the glory of 
his conquests. We have no insjiired record of the 
last^ dreadful siege, but in the book of Jcreniiali 
abundant ])roofs of the state of defection into 
which Judah must have falhui, as regarded the 
sj)iritiial worship of the Most High, belbre He 
could have w'holly given uj) his sanctuary to be so 
))olluted, his ])eo]de to be so destroyed. The ser- 
\ ice books now in use by the Jews all over tlie 
world w'crc so, to a great extent, jirevious to the 
Iiresent dispersion ; and many of their lamenta- 
tions were originally conqiosed during the Baby- 
lonian captivity. That, liowever, was as notliing 
compared with the Roman ; and the Lord must 
have been far more grievously disph*ased with his 
people at the latter than at the former period. 
Yet they had carefidly abstained from their an- 
cient provocations ; they had kept themselves free 
from idolatry, and in every particular had shown 
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themselves zealous of the law. How, then, had 
they drawn upon themselves this terrible visita- 
tion? Isaiah prophetically declares it in his 
twenty-ninth chapter, which contains both the 
purposed wrath and the purposed mercy, in very 
distinct and striking sequence. He there says, 
“ Wherefore, the Lord says. Inasmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honour me, but have removed 
their heart far from me, and their fear, towards 
me is tavght hy the precept of men : therefore, 
behold I mil proceed to do a marvellous work and 
a wonder : for the wisdom of their wise men shall 
perish, and the understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hid.*’ By the divine commandment 
every Israelite ought himself to be instructed and 
to teach his children out of the law, as given 
Moses, and out of the inspired writings of tlie 
prophets ; but, gradually, they had exchanged 
this practice for a blind submission to one particu- 
lar class of men, who undertook to guide them, 
and to whose guidance they surrendered them- 
selves. Tliese were their wise men whose wisdom 
perished ; their prudent men whose understanding 
was hid ; and these in the day of their calamity 
profited them nothing ; less than nothing, for, by 
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putting their own interpretations between the scrip- 
tures and those for whom the scriptures were writ- 
ten, they blinded them to the clear fulhhneiit of 
predictions therein contained, and so brought upon 
them the last and deepest of all their afflictions. 
The fear of God — the whole sum and substance 
of religion — was taught by the precepts of men : 
those mere human precepts became to them instead 
of that opening of the eyes by the Lord himself 
which David prayed for; and thus was darkness per- 
mitted to fall upon the Lord’s dear heritage ; and 
thus were they led to trust to the arm of flesh — to 
themselves and their leaders — and in bitter anguish 
of soul they withdrew from the fatal breach, leav- 
ing tjie whole extent of Acra,in addition toBezetlia, 
in the hand of the enemy. Titus provided against 
another expulsion by completely demolishing the 
sacred wall ; then strengthened as best lie might 
the soutiLorn quarters, and permitted his I’orces to 
rest, w'hile he took a leisurely survey, and matured 
his plans for the next attack, lie had learned 
some caution by wliat was past ; and also enter- 
tained a hope that the loss of the sacred wall, and 
increasing scant iuess of their supplies, w'ould induce 
the garrisou to listen to his.projiosals, and by ad- 
mitting the army to become unresisting victims. 
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To further this design, he contrived a most inti- 
midating sp(*ctaclc, calculated at once to inflate 
the pride of his vain-glorious followers, and to dis- 
hearten the pent-up Israelites. 

The usual day for paying the troops having 
arrived, the whole camp was put in motion. Kacli 
commandiT had orders to draw iij) his own 
men in battle-array, fully armed, their polished 
cuirass(*s displayed, their weapons glittering in the 
sunshine; the horses in iheir proudest trappings, 
each l(‘dl)y a man in sj)lendid mail, and, in short, 
the grandest possible parade of that magnificent 
and formidable host . Tims e<pnp])ed, they march- 
ed slowly past, each receiving in turn his sub- 
sistence money : and so numerous were the le- 
gions that four days were occupied in paying them. 
The north wall of the Temple, the forts, and all the 
upper jiart of the remaining wall were covered with 
Jews conter!i[)lating the scene ; and very marvel- 
lous it aj)peared to Josephus that not one among 
them gave any indication of turning traitor. Nei- 
ther the power nor the wealth, neither the savage 
menaces imS oily persuasions of the lloman, might 
overcome tin:* constancy of tliose who garrisoned 
Jerusalem. This their unworthy calumniator at- 
tributes to theyr consciousness of having commit- 
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ted sncli crimes and cruelties against the more 
j)eaeeahlc citizens as could never bo forgiven by 
the Homans, whose meek and merciful nature 
must, of course*, have revolted at any instance of 
barbarity. He also attributes their obstinacy in 
j)art to the decree of a certain heathen ])ower called 
Fate, whose will, he says, it was that the innocent 
should sufler with the guilty. Such is the language 
of one wdio is reputed to ha\e been a ('Inistian 
wlieiidic wrote tliis narrative ! 

Tlie Roman general was fully aware, alike of the 
advantages gained and the ditlieulties that still 
beset his path. During the four days’ r(*st so 
artfully improved to tlie furtherance of his ob- 
ject, he had matured his plans. The point where 
he was sure to meet with the most desf>erate re- 
sistance was, of course, the holy mount, — the 
Tem]de, wliile Zion apj)eared an easier prey. 
To keep possession of it, however, would he diHi- 
eult so long as the second citadel w'as in the 
hands of those who believed that its possession 
was a })ledgc of their ultimate triumph over every 
foe. Accordingly he resolved to recommence the 
attack at two several points, assailing fort An- 
tonia, as a key to tlie Temple; and at the same time 
endeavouring to carry the upper city at a point 
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called John’s monurnent. He was vifj;orously and 
effectually resisted at botli, JoJm defending the 
tower, and Simon, ^^ith tlie Idnrneans, the city wall. 
It a|)])ears that they had, hy continual practice, be- 
come e\]>ert in tiie use of* those engines their 
awkwardness at which Jose])liu-> liad formerly ri- 
diculed ; and having forty catapults of their own 
for hurling stoll{‘^, three hundred for shooting 
forth darts, all rangctl ad\antageously on the wall 
and tow4'rs, the\ pri*seiited a more formidable 
front than Titus wished to encounter. He j)ro- 
ceedi'd with his banks ; but still hoj)ing to come 
in ])eaeeably, and obtain the j)lae(‘ hy flatteries, 
he de|)uted Josephus to harangue them in their 
ow’ii Ijinguage, tliinking the sooner to persuade 
them hy means of one Avhu knew how' to strike 
the master-('h(»rd of Jewish hearts. Four folio 
jiages arc filled with that oration, as reported by 
its author, from which we shall select a few spe- 
cimens. He first went round to extract a place 
where the darts from their hands could not reach 
him, while* his w'ords, more sharp than SAVords, 
albeit smoother than oil, might take full effect on 
them ; and having so ensconced himself, he began 
hy exalting the liberalism of Home in matters of 
faith, especially their reverence for tlie Jewish 
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rites, flieir iimiicihle prowess in arms, ami that 
claim on the continued snhinission of the ,Ie\>s 
whicli a long course of dominion over them i*sta* 
hlisli(‘d. II e set fortli the universal sway of tin* 
Romans in these hlasphennnis terms : “ Ihiilent 
it is that For1\nif‘ is on all liands gone over to 
them, and tliat Goii, when He had gone round 
the iifitions with this dominion /.v y/o/c ,sv7//<v/ 
/// ItaUjr To the knowledge ol‘ this assumed 
fact 1 k‘ attributed the snhmission of their fatiiers 
to the Roman arm ; laying it down, also, as a law 
of God, uni\ersally recognized, that the weaker 
must always suhmit rpiietly to tliose who are 
stronger in war. llatl this jninciple h(‘en acted 
n])on by Israel ot‘ old, had they feared or faltered 
when led to assail nations greater and mightier 
than themsehes, in ]K)ssession of that \ery land 
of Tanaan, — had Judah shrunk I’rom Ibllowing* 
his warrior kings ^^hen tiny w(‘nt fortli to liattle 
against multitudes that could not hi‘ numbered, 
the very memory 'of their niime had long before 
perished from the earth. Wtdl might the Jews 
scotf, as he tells us they did, at bis heathenish 
nonsense. However, he went on, repr*senting the 
sure destruction that awaitod them from famine, 
even if their remaining walls withstood the Roman 
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power awhile, expatiating on the advantages of an 
immediate surrender, and full reliance on the cle- 
mency of I'itus, until the jeers, the reproaches, 
and tin* darts that were flung against him con- 
vinced him how hopeless was that line of argu- 
ment. He then ceased to talk as a pagan, and 
assailed them on the ground of their own nation- 
ality, — tin; history of the past, and the present 
m(‘lancholy contrast. The Most High God, the 
(xod ol‘ Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, whom 
he had just before profanely represented as hav- 
ing set u]) liis dominion in Italy, among the ob- 
scene demon-gods of the Pantheon, be now 
thought iit to exalt, as the only shield and 
strength of Israel in days jiast. “ 1 even trendde 
myself,” said he, “ in deckring the works of God 
helbre your cars, that are so unw’orthy to hear 
^hcm.” He proceeded to remind them how Abra- 
liam, their father, when the king of Egypt seized 
Queen Sarah,” instead of marshalling his great 
army to retake her by force, only spread out his 
hands towards the Temple of Jerusalem, (not quite 
nine hundred years before it was founded,) on whicli 
the queen w as sent back in safety, and the Egyptian 
monarch fled, adoring the holy place which they 
were now defiling by bloodshed. After this 
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monstrous fable, he recounted their deliverances 
from Kgypt, from the Assyrians, and from Ba- 
bylon, and reminded them of the judgments at 
various times brought upon Israel by their trans- 
gressions ; drawing the inferenee that self-defenc(‘ 
was not lawful to the Jews when assailed from 
without, seeing that their calamities and their 
deliverances had always come from God himself. 
Whether Joscplius really tliought as he spoke we 
cannot determine ; hut if he did the conviction 
must have forced itself upon his mind suhse- 
([uently to his own inernorahle defence of Jota- 
]iata. Then followed some r(‘proaches against 
those whom he w'as addressing for their impiety 
and wickedness, wuth sarcastic remarks on (heir 
w'orthiness to he delivered, as was Ilezekiah of 
old — a parallel drawn between their ancient As- 
syrian enemies and the Romans, very much to 
the advantage of the latter — hold assertions that 
former generations had been delivered only be- 
cause of their rigliteousness, which proved the 
speaker’s utter ignorance of the scriptures; for 
there is not a declaration more frequently repeated, 
from Moses to the last prophet, than not for 
their sakes, not for their righteousness, hut for 
his holy Name’s sake, that it should not be pol- 



luted aiiioii" tlie lieatlien, in \>l»()se sijj;hi He hud 
hrouglit lliein out, did th(‘ Loud continue to in- 
terpose and to sa\e his peojile ; and that in like 
manner, and lor tin; same cause, lie will yet 
tiually gath(‘r, restore, exalt, and save them. 

Josephus, if he rii^hlly reports himself, went on 
reproving and rej)roaehing his brethren at great 
length ; “ hard-hearted wret(‘h(‘s,” insensible 

ereatiire.s, and more stupid than stones,'’ are 
among his persuasi\e epithets, lie finishes by 
denying that the necessary iinohing ol‘ his own 
family, his mother, wife, and children, who were, 
it seems, in the city, in their common ruin, had 
le<l him to address them ; he gi\(‘s |>ermission to 
the Jews to kill them, and himseli' also, if the\ 
doubt his disinterestedness ; at the same time care- 
fully shielding himself from the darts that were 
east at him by his exasperated ht*arers. lie s])oke 
with a loud voice, but to no pui|)osc ; neither ro 
fraud nor force would they yield tlunr city. 

Tlnu'c were, notwithstanding, many individual 
desertions ; numy, hoping to escape the last 
miseries of the crisis which they foresaw, sw^al- 
lowed their gold, as the only practicable plan of 
concealment, and fled to the Koinnns. Josejihus 
says that Titus allowed “ a great many of them 
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to iro wliero they ])leas(*(l ahtnit tlie countn, from 
which we must infer that tliere wi‘n* scnne, and 
prohahly the hulk of the iriiiiher, who expeneneeil 
his tender mercies in present death, or ukuc cruel 
slavery- Kveii the })rivilep:e of wanderinir through 
the land was only tiiat of fallini!: into the power 
of those liarharons leidojis wlio now w'lioll\ occn- 
pi(‘d it. \\\; cannot donht that some, hromrlif 
hack to (iod hy tJie fearful calarnitii*s that flicy 
had* endun'd, were so delncred, and found rcfn”;!* 
nnder tin* covert of His winp^s whose faiihl'nlness 
and truth are a sln<‘ld and l)nckler to all that 
I rust in Tlim. As to the harharities perp(‘lrated 
hy the armed i^arrison on the defenders and (‘iti- 
zens, whicli Josej)hns pJi^e'» in more tiill and hor- 
rifying; d(‘tail alter they hail njecleil witli con- 
tempt and indii:;nation his specious interfenmee, 
we say nothing;. Tiie testimony is altogether 
that of a hitter, a mortil.ed, a conscience-stricken 
eneiny, to whom their perse^erinp; constancy must 
lia\c hecn a keen reproach ; hut of tin* snffcrmp;s 
endured hy all in tliat straitiy-hesiejjjed cit\ there 
can be no fpiestion ; tlie most heart-rendinj^ de- 
tails cannot Inue cxa;rp:cratcd tlie realit\ . Tlie 
only incredihh* thinp; is one wliieli, nevertheless, 
w'c are coni]»elled to belie\e, tiiat one of their own 
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nation, of their own kiiulred, one who had been a 
champion of th(‘ir cause, and had also suflered in 
like manner in defendinj; a far less sacred j>ost, 
should hav(* witnessed it all, have taken j)art with 
their merciless hiitchers, and at last have sat down 
coolly to record the tale in a spirit of the dec\)est 
injustice towards them, and of the most fawning 
syco|diancy towards their blood-stained de- 
st rove is. 
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Tin-: ljurrors that hdH tlie ])esiog(‘(l might hi* 
Jctaik d in othor language, hut in none so toucliing 
as tliat of inspiration, and to that we will princi- 
pally coniine ourselves. The words ot‘ the jn-o- 
phet Jeivniiah are not historical only, they an* 
clearly f»rophctic, and as such the Jews apj»Iy 
them to the more recent desolation of their city, 
the destruction of a Teinph* that was to lie w'aste 
for many generations. But still farther back, even 
before the children of Israel had seen the pro- 
mised land, we find a terrible description of what 
w^as 111 the far distant future, — the immediate pre- 
cursor of a dispersion and a desolation of a long, 
long continuance. It is very awful to read ; alas ! 
how awful to know that to the strictest letter of 
the uttermost deiiuiiciatiou it has been actually 
fulfilled ! 
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In tlic* rlniptor of Dontcroiioniy is 

tlic followiiijr (los(‘rij)tioii ofwliat, nearly liftt‘(‘n liiiii- 
(Ired years aitenvards, ^^as iiitlleted on llie eliii- 
<lren of Israel under the proud standard of the 
Uonian ea»xle : — “ TIu* f.oKO shall hriui* a nation 
a;rainst thee iVoin far, from the (‘ud of (lie (‘arth, 
as tin* eai^h ilieth ; a nation whose ton;i‘U(‘ thou 
shalt not understand, a nation of tieree eounte- 
uaiiee, whieh shall not repird the pl‘r^^n of tin* 
old, nor show* hnour to the youn^ : and lie shall 
eal the fruit of th\ eattle, and the fruit of thy 
land, until thou he destnwed ; whieh also shall not 
leave thee either eonu wiiu*, or oil, or llie increase* 
of th} kiue, or the tl<»ehs (»f thy slu‘ep. until he 
lune* destrou‘d thee. And hi* shall lnsje»5e thee 
in all thy ixates, until th\ hii;h and feiuaal walls 
come down, wherein thou tiiistiMlst, throughout 
all thy land which the l.oiui thy (iioil hath ixivcn 
thee.'* 

This perfectly descrihes the de\astating march 
of the Homan enemy, who last came from Bri- 
tain, the larthest end of the then known world. 
As they jiassed along thi* country of .Tudma, their 
consumption of its produce, their coiujuest of its 
fenced cities one after another, the pitiless bar- 
barity with whieh they slaughtered the aged, and 
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(loomed I Ik; } 01111*2; to sufFeriiii;s more c*ruel, be- 
cause more protracted than immediate d(‘atli, to- 
j^etlier with tlie crafty jiolicy that systematically 
left a wilderiK'ss behind tlicm by carefully de> 
stroyiu" all the fruit tives, and burning to its 
roots the produce of the ground. Then follows 
their final compu'st <5Aer the last attempt at self- 
defence in Jerusalem. 

“ And tbon sliah eat the fruits of thine own 
bo(Jy, tin' Ib'sh of thy sons and of tby dangbters, 
which the l.oKi) th\ (lod hath givi'ii the(‘, in tlie 
siege and in tin* straitness wherc'with thine (‘iie- 
irii(‘s shall distress thee : so that the man that is 
tender among vm, and \ery delicate, his (ye sh.ad 
be e^il toward his hretliri'ii, and toward the wife 
of his bosom, and toward the remnant of hi> 
children which he shall ha\e ; so that he will inK 
giNC to any oi'thein of the llesh of his children 
wdiom he shall eat : IxTause he hath. nothing h'ft 
him in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith 
thine eiK my shall (list r(*ss thee In all thy gates. 
The tender and delicate woman among you, which 
would not endure to set the sole of her foot up(ni 
the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her 
eye shall be e\il toward the husband of her 
bosom, and toward her son, and toward lier 
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ilaughtor, and toward her young one tliat coineth 
out from between her feel, and toward her chil- 
dren whieli she shall heiir : for sh(‘ shall eat them 
for want of all things, secretly, in the siege and 
strait ness, wherewith thine enemy shall distress 
tlnv in thy gales.” 

Better in the Lord's owni solemn words to de- 
scribe what lie had foreshown, than to dwell on 
the a])pnirmg details of their exact fulfilment, hy 
one who looked on the smitten flock with the ^ye 
of jin enemy. We need no evidence to assure us 
that every particular j^redielion w^as ace()mj)lished ; 
for what worrl of the, Most High ever fell or can fall 
to the ground ? That it was a literal, and not a 
figurative deseripthm, we have ahmidant proof; 
and blessed he the liidy name of the Eternal ! 
\\c surely know’ that literal and not figurati\e are 
the glorious ])romises yet to he fidlilled to the 
same Israel J 

Jeremiah thus grievingly laments over the 
vision of past and future calamities blended in 
one : — 

“ The precious sous of Zion, comparable to 
fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen 
pitchers, the work of the hands of the jmtter! 

“ Even the sea-rnonsters draw out the breast : 
they give suck to their young ones ; 
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“ Tlie daughter of my ]K‘oplc is ht‘eonie eniel, 
like the ostrich in the wilderness. 

“ The tongue of the sucking child eleaxeth to 
the roof ot his mouth for thirst ; 

The young children ask bread, and no man 
breaketh it unto them. 

“ They that ilid feed delicately are desolate* in 
the streets ; 

“They that were brought uj» in scarlet embrace 
duiiglulls. 

“*F(»r the jmnishment of the iniquity of the 
daughter of my people is greater tlum the [>unish' 
iiient of the sin of Sodom, 

“ That was ox ert brown in a moment, and no 
hands stayed on lier. 

“ II(*r Nazarites were purer than snow, tliex 
were xvhiter than milk, 

“ 1'liey were more ruddy in body than rubies, 
tlieir polishing was of sa]){)hirc : 

“ Their visage is blacker than a coal ; tliey are 
not knoxvn in tlie streets : 

“ Their skin ele«ax'eth to their bones ; it is 
withered, it is become like a stick. 

“ They that be slain with tin* sxvord are better 
than they that be slain witJi hunger : 

“For these pine away, stricken tl.r)ugh for 
want of tlie fruits of the tield. 
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“ The hands of the pitiful women have sodden 
their own children : 

They were their meat in the destruction of 
the daughter of rny j»eoj»le. 

“ The lionij ha<li aceoin] dished Ilis fury ; He 
hath ]H)ure(l out his fierce anger, 

“ And hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath 
devoured the foundations thereof. 

" Tlie kings of tlie (‘arth, and all the inhabit- 
ants of the Avorld would not have htdiexed, 

“ That the adNcrsary and the em*iny should 
have entered into the gat<*s of .lerusaleni.” 

Such is the strain of an ins]nn‘d dew. sensible 
of the sin of his peojde, and justilying the Lord 
for all the terrible things that He hail done upon 
them; we cannot place heside It tin* language of 
an a])ostate dew, whose heart was steeled hy 
pride, covetousness, ami andiilion, to look upon 
the agonizing sjiectacle, ami insult the victims. 
SufHoe it, then, to say, that to this extremity 
were the inhahiiants of derusalein reduced when 
Titus proceeded, with his extensive emhankinent, 
to eneirclc the remaining wall. And now wi* 
have; to record an instance of such liideous cruelty 
and wrong as never, ]>crhaps, stained the pages 
of any history. ISlidtitmles of the poorest, the 



FIENDISH BARBARITY. 


177 


most peaceable, the most helpless class within the 
city, being reduced to absolute starvation, were 
driven to the desperate venture of stealing out of 
the gates to gather a little of the herbage, and 
such refuse as they could find beyond the walls, 
with which to feed their famishing parents or 
children. They had no intention to desert, j)re- 
ferring to cast in their lot to the last with their 
nation, and to abide by the stones of Zion ; but 
they were frecjuently discovered and seized by the 
savage soldiery, against whom tliey would have 
defended themselves and escaped back to the city, 
but they were too weak for the struggle. “ So,” 
says Josephus, “ they were first whi])ped, then 
torttired with all sorts of tortures before they 
died, and then crucified before the wall of the 
city.” lie adds, that Titus greatly pitied them ; 
but they caught five hundred or more e\ er\ day, 
and because he neither thought it prudent to let 
them go, nor could afford a sufficient guard to 
keep them safe, he sanctioned it all. It would 
naturally be asked, Why, then, not slay them at 
once, with a speedy death ? Joscj)hus answers, 

“ that he hoped the Jews might, perhaps, yield 
at that sight, out of fear lest they might them- 
selves afterwards be liable to the same cruel treat- 
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uient.” He adds, concerning liis now allies, pa- 
trons, friends, and (xnniianions, the lioinans, that 
out of their wrath and hatred agains>t the Jews, 
th(‘y invented new' ways of nailing them up, hij 
ivatj 0/70.^/, when the nndtituih* was so great that 
room was wanting for the cros.S(‘s, and cross(*s for 
bodies. All this was superintended hy Titus ; ii 
wTeteh whom it is the fashion for historians to 
exalt as a \ery model of all magnanimous \irtues; 
the emperor who, when he had done no good 
deed since morning, is said to have w'(‘pt over a 
lost day! He could look n[)on a sjUTtaele lik(* 
this, the ntuHJst extremity of nnntterahh- torture 
inflict ed on fathers, who came forth to gi(*an a 
handful of grass or weeds to stay the ciies of their 
famishing children — sons who so adventured their 
li^es to prolong for a day the existenee of an aged 
mother — and, lu) doubt, women and children 
also ; for w hen did Home, j)agan or pa|)al, spare 
age or sex ? Least (»f till, when did slie show 
merev to a Jew' I Her blood-stained inuids had 
rnieitied the King ; and now on the same spot, 
sh(‘ ernntied the subjects who, alas 1 had rejecteil 
Ins gentle rule, w'ho would luue delivered them 
from her, and froni every foe. Not that the in- 
slividuals. who suftVred these enormities, eoniih 
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to any extent, liave been aceessary to the deed; 
for that generation must have well nigh passed 
away; and out of them an iniinense nniltitudc 
had been brought to believe in Him. (’rueifixion 
was a ttonian death ; Rome was the exi'cut inner ; 
and hi the day of the Lord’s veiigeauee against 
the l)aught(T of Rabylon, that scene of horror 
will not he forgotten. 

I’he im])ression ]>ro(hieed on those within the 
eity,^ was what any rational niiml must have fore- 
seen. The ualls were thronged with the niulti- 
tndes who came, and who brought their l(*ss re- 
solute fellows, to witness what would b(‘ the fate 
of such as should fall into the hands of eni‘mies 
who knew not what mercy meant. That spetr- 
tacle nerved them to entlure the utmost extremi- 
ties of sutfering, famine, jiestilenee, and the sword, 
rather than yield themselves and their little ones 
into the hands of the Roman. Some, indeeil, 
there still were, who deluded themselves with the 
idle hojie of finding pity among those iron legions; 
and, in the agonies of hunger, they plaeed them, 
selves within their grasp; preferring, if so it 
must he, the tortures of mi hour, to the wastinir 
ileath of days. Titus, Rowever, devised a new 
species of puiiislmienl for these; he ordered their 
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hands to be cut off, and so rendering them inca- 
])able of any furtlier defensive operations, sent 
them back to the coininaiiders, Simon and John, 
with this exhortation. That they would now at 
length leave off their madness, and not force him 
to destroy the city ; promising, that by so doing, 
they should enjoy the advantage of saving their 
own lives, and j)reserving their fine city, and 
that 'femple wliich was peculiarly theirs. What 
confirmation the hlceding slum])s of their mangled 
brethren might add to this idle message, it is 
hard to say. Titus certainly never dreamed of 
inerey to the Jews ; but of course he wished to 
capture the city in all its proud beauty ; and to 
enshrine some of his demon-gods within the mag- 
niheent courts of the Lord’s house. What heart 
but must rejoice that the imjuous pagan was 
baffled, though, thereby, not one stone was left 
upon another of all that gorgeous and hallowed 
pile ! 

With all the impatience of a hungry vulture 
wheeling round its destined prey, this Titus now 
made the circuit of the city, examining his banks, 
and hastening the willing labourers. At every 
point he was assailed with tones of defiance from 
the walls. The Israelites told him that they did 
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well in jireferriug death to slavery ; and would to 
the last persevere in resisting his bands, doing 
them all the mischief in their power. For their 
own city, they said, they had no concern, since 
he told them that they, the nation, were them- 
selves to be destroyed : and that God had, in the 
w'orld itself, a nobler temple than that on Mount 
Moriah, To this they added, that, neverthcle'ns, 
the Temple would be preserved by Him who in- 
habited it, who was still their help; and their 
confidence in whom enabled them to laugh at all 
liis threatenings. So far their words w(*re made 
good, that into no enemy’s hand was that sacred 
Temple given : no power of man did, or could, or 
can, ])revail to make Israel cease from being a 
nation before God ; and the happy issue out ol‘ all 
afiiiction which they fondly hoj>ed, in their own 
persons, to experience, is reserved for their chil- 
dren’s children, after many generations. As in- 
dividuals, alas ! the Lord had forsaken them ; as 
a nation, lie never, never will. 

The Roman embankment was completed after 
seventeen days’ incessant labour, consisting of four 
great lines, the principal of which was against the 
tower Antonia ; and here the engines were about 
to be brought, with the certainty of speedily ac- 
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complisliinp:, liy them, the downfal of the bul- 
warks, sheltered as they would he by the banks. 
Meanwhile the Jews had prosecuted, from wdthin, 
a plan of which the assailants little dreamed. 
John direet(‘d a mine to l)(‘ earrii‘d out from the 
vicinity of the tower to the distance at which tlu 
en(‘Tny were ])r(‘]>arini; to erect their heavy works ; 
and this he ceiled with beams of timber, to afford 
it a temporary stability, while he filled the 
interior with combustibles of every kind. The 
Jlomans, exulting in the comf)letion of their ])re- 
]mralions, stood ready for the assault, when sud- 
denly a subterranean fire .seized on the treache- 
rous foundations of their vaunted handy-work; 
the ground chne iisnmler, and in that yawning 
chasm their hanks disa|)peared, amid a cloud of 
smoke*, ami ashes, and whirling dust that for a 
time smothered the flame; but this, fed by the 
timber that with so inueli toil they had collected 
to pile against the royal city, sjjeedily burst forth, 
in one broad, bright, intense sheet f)f glowing 
tire — so strange, so inexjdicablc in its origin, that 
the superstitious legions recoiled in dismay, and 
Rome’s jiroud warriors stood aghast before the 
terrific apparition. Even when the stratagem 
became evident, no attempt was made on theii 
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part to extinguish the tlaincs, for tliiT liad no- 
tliing to resent*. The trunks of Juthea's statelv 
trees, dragged hy (heir saerilegioiis lianiK to aet 
against the parent niountaiii, were already usee nd- 
ing in sparkles of triuniphant tire, or hurling 
their ignited fragments into the enemy's camp. 
Tlieir banks were fallen ; many of tiseir murder- 
ous machines shared the saint* fate ; and they 
etnild Imt scowl ufion the Jews, anti curse them 
hy.thelr gods, and whet to the ket‘nest edge their 
vengefid purposes against the prey thus again for 
a w'hile delivered out of their teeth. 

In another tjuarter, however, the enemy had 
succeeded in eomineneing (heir assault, causing 
the ancient wall to treinhle hen(*ath their strok(‘s: 
here no mine had been prejiared, nor was ain 
tJefensive operation practicable, st) far as tin* 
assailants could calculate, but again were their 
calculations set at nought by the iinp(*tuons dar- 
ing of the Jews. Three individuals, 'J\‘phth(‘us, 
a (ialilean, Megassariis, and ('hagiras, seeing 
the impression made hy the battering rams, seized 
torches, and sallying from the wall, ran directly 
up to the Uoinan host, “ not,” says Josephus, 
“ as if they were enemits, but friends ; without 
fear or delay.” Hushing violently through the 
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midst of the soldiers, who seem to have been 
rendered j)Owerless by astonishment, and, per- 
haps, somewhat unnerved by the recent cata- 
strophe of the mine, they reached the engines, 
and set them in a blaze. By this time the 
eneniv had so far recovered from their strange 
panic as to assail the gallant triumvirate with 
sword, sjiear, and dart ; but in vain ; nothing 
moved, nothing daunted them : they held fast by 
the machines, and ignited them in various places, 
until sueh a dame went up, as brought the Bo- 
iruins in great force from their camp to quench 
it ; while the Jews, with equal alacrity, hastened 
to the help of their brethren. A desperate con- 
flict ensued, carried on in the very fire ; for the 
light hurdles that covered the engines were in a 
blaze, together with the wood-work of the ma- 
ehines ; and the very iron became heated to an 
intensity that rendered it dangerous to touch ; 
yet on this heated metal the heroic Jews main- 
tained their grasp, while, nearly suffocated with 
dust and smoke, and no doubt unpleasantly 
affected by the scorching heat communicated to 
their iron mail, the Romans bent all their strength 
to drag away the frames of their machines from 
the /conflagration. The battering-rams were the 
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principal objects of this extraordinary contest : 
they bad caused the towers of Zion’s wall to 
shake, and this fact rendered them by far the 
most important prize, alike to those who sought 
to save, and to those who laboured to destroy. 

Tlie conflict waxed fiercer : success inspired 
the Jews with an ardour that nothing might with- 
stand ; and the Ilomans, confounded by the na- 
ture of the attack, blinded with the sparkling 
flames, which now almost surrounded them, as 
one engine after another was caught by the de- 
vouring element, at length retreated towards 
their camp. This was the signal for renewed 
efforts on the j)art of the defenders of the holy 
city ; they rushed down in greater numbers from 
the walls, and never pausing in their career until 
they reached the verge of the camp, fought hand 
to hand witli the guards who were there posted in 
advance. Josephus, wdio had no word of pity for 
the famishing sufferers, his own brethren, tor- 
tured to death by those same ferocious soldiers 
at the rate of fivi^ hundred a day, pathetically 
notices the hard case of the murderers,* who, by 
Rome’s martial law, were compelled on peril of 
a military execution, to hold their posts ; and 
who, therefore, had to sustain the onset of those 



fiery Jews, not daring <o run away. It cannot be 
donbteil tljat many of tlicni fell under the impe- 
tuous assault ; and sympathy for them drew out 
reinforeements from the paiiic-strieken host, 
wlioin the J(‘\\s also engaged, laughing to scorn 
aliki* tile cuirass, the shield, and the sjiear, that 
vainh sought to withstand tlie ])ower of their 
arms, who wen* eom]mratively nak(‘d. O Israel, 
who was like uulo tliee, when of old the Loun 
lh\ (iod was with thee, and the shout of a King 
was amongst thee! Forsaken as thou wert, in 
tliat day of ^eu^»:(‘fld calamity, there were still 
gleams and llaslies of a fire that once burned 
hriglitl\ aud gloriously, suffieient to prove* what 
thiu(‘ arm could have wrought, if that blessing 
had tli(‘n been up(»n thee which caused thine 
oneinies, that rose uj) against thee, to he 
smitten before thy face. “ Tht*y shall come out 
against thee oin* way, and lice before thee seven 
ways.” 

Titus, the evil angel of Judah, commissioned 
to destroy, now arrived on the field of battle, and 
found his host hard beset in defending their own 
walls, instead of pursuing the destriietion of tliose 
wdiieh they came to overthrow'. He, as usual, 
reproached them, rousing to the utmost the dia- 
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holical sjiirit oi’ pride and vain-glorv, llmt formed 
tile lnain-^(^rilll^: of Hunian aetion ; at the same 
time, A\itli his fresh sipiadroii of seleeted war- 
riors, he tnrn(‘d the Hank of the Israelites, and 
attaeked them in tlieir rear. They instantly faeed 
round, ami threw themselves upon tiiese new as- 
sailants ; (‘ontiiniinj^ the fij^ht with iniahated eon- 
rafre. Josejihns aeknow l(*d«:es that, snrroimdejl 
as now they were, “ the Jiwvs did not ilineh.” 
If is ama/intr to eontemjdate theseene; a haml- 
fnl of half-famished ni(‘n, whose days had been 
passed in wearim‘ss, their ni^cl^tf^ it> watehint?; 
who had heheld their isolated eity, tlie only one 
«)f all Jmhea's stately hniwarks yet standing:, en- 
eonijiassed hy an enemy that had siihdued the 
world, and already having her threefold harri(‘r 
redueed to a sinj^le line of fortitieations — sneh a 
hand as this, \ohinlariIy forsakini; tlieir jirotect- 
inir wall, and iriviii^ battle to the \vliole host of 
the em-my, with Titus at their head ! I low comes 
it that, while eiich ealumnioiis tale reeonled hy 
the iiireliii”; of the foe, ealeulated to excite horror 
against the defenders of Jerusalem, is .so pre- 
served and eireulated that every child has it by 
rote; we scarcely lieaV of what, in any other 
name, would he the theme of univer.sal admiration 
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and resj)cct — the unbounded self-devotion of these 
dauntless Jews ? Among the myriad pilgrims, 
who throng the holy city, how comes it that we 
hear from none of any search after the spot where 
John’s mine swallowed up the Roman banks, or 
where the three hold brethren fired the battering- 
rams, and routed the Roman host, and carried 
the battle into the Roman camp ? But it is vain 
to ask : the mouth of the Lord had spoken a 
senleiiee of long-continued odium and (contempt 
to rest u[)on his ancient people ; and what He 
Imd so s])oken He hath so fulfilled. But another 
word remains to receive its full accomplishment ; 
and ill despite of every effort that man may make 
to perpetuate it, the rebuke of his people will 
He now fake away from off the face of all the 
earth. 

llie hattk raged long and sternly after Titus 
had assumea the command : smoke, and fire, and 
dust so confused the eyes, while a discord of loud 
fierce tones bewildered the hearing of the com- 
batants, that all order was lost : and it is jilain, 
from the cautious account of Josephus, that the 
Romans did considerable execution upon each 
other in that confused melee. The banks were 
demolished, the engines damaged to a great ex- 
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tent ; and the Jews, having succeeded to the 
utmost of their most sanguine desires, witlidrew 
within their walls, buoyed up, no doubt, with 
hopes that, alas for Zion ! were not to be 
realized. 

A council of war was called, the result ol‘ which 
was in accordance with the suggestion of Titus, 
and displays, in a striking point of view, at once 
the multitude, the strength, the resources, and 
the ardour of those who fought against Jerusalem. 
It was determined to encompass th(‘ wliolc city 
with a wall, carried round at a short distance 
from that wdiich defended her ; and thus to pre- 
clude the possibility of escape from within, or of 
siipydies from without. Josephus describes the 
soldiers as being seized with a certain “ divine ” 
fury ; and for a specimen of that which in the 
historian’s mind w’as regarded as divine, wc will 
give Ins own descriptio i of this peeifliar insjiira- 
tion. “ Each soldier was ambitious to j)lease his 
deenrion : each decurion liis centurion ; each cen- 
turion his tribune ; and the ambition of the tri- 
bune was to please their superior commanders, 
while Ciesar himself took notice of, and rewarded 
the like (jonteution in those commanders.” Titus, 
the invader of his country, the murderer of his 
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kindred, was, indeed, the god of' Josoplius : Ju' 
daism indignantly disclaims tlic heartless apos- 
tate ; and if’, after all that has been culled, and all 
that is yet to cull, from his book, (liristianity 
chooses to ado])t hini, we can only (‘liter our 
most stiTiiuous protest against it, as one of the 
fonhist blots that can he cast upon our most 
iioly f’aitli. 

Under the “divine’’ inspiration, claimed for 
tlieni by tlieir (‘ulogist, the Uomans actually ae- 
coinplislied in three days what might well liave 
been tlie work of months, and built their fatal 
wall. It eommeneed at the camp of Titus, now 
pitc'hed in front of the tower Antonia, and cross- 
ing the \alley of theK<‘dron, ran southward along 
fli<* Mount of Olives: theiu'c recrossed the \all(*y 
at Siloam ; bent round Zion, and returned again 
to the general’s camp. Garrisoned at convenient 
distances, and jiatrolled by alternate watches 
throughout the night, while by day it eommanded 
an unbroken view of every stone in .lerusabun’s 
last fortification, this enclosure qiuuiched the only 
surviving hojie in the breasts of the unhappy 
Jews, sav(‘ as many among them still looked for 
the stretching fin-th of that Almighty arm which 
Jiad so often crushed the pride of Israc'l’s foes, 
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and caiisinl tlifir most formidable j)ower to melt 
away in a moment. The scene that (‘iisued, \\hen 
no foot could pass thc‘ beleaguered wall of llu'ir 
city, when no morsel could be cropped, e\en of 
the rank grass and herbage that sprung nj) beneath 
its shadow, nourished by the human (b‘comjiosi- 
tion evermore going on, when* death, in everv 
}U)ssible slia]K*, stalked al)road — the terrible reality 
of literal fultilment, where the langu.agc of pro- 
pliecy. would seem most highly tiguratiNe — all this 
we will pass tner in silence. Let those, in w'hose 
bosoms e\ists a portion of the spirit of Kdom, ot 
llabylon, of th rice-accursed Komc, pause on the 
terrible sjiectacle, the outpouring of (iod's wrath 
upon a people scourged beyond all otlu-rs, b(‘caus(* 
be^’ond all others they were beloved and fa\ourcd. 
We will not j)row’l (he streets, nor pry into the 
dwellings of th\ agonized ehiblren, O ♦lerusalcm, 
when thou drankesl at the hand of the Lord the 
dregs of tlie cup of his fury : rather will we take 
our scat beneath some lonely oli\e, on that over- 
hanging momitain, and weep where Jesns wept : 
for the day is come; thine enemies //wre east a 
trench about thee, and now they compass thee 
round and keep thee in on e\ery side, and 
[ircsently they will lay thee e\en with the 
4 
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ground, and thy children within thee ; yea, they 
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another, 
because thou knewest not the day of thy visi- 
tation ! 



CHAPTER XII. 


()i those who perished in the famine, Jose- 
phus records that v\Q.Ty one of them “ died with 
their eyes fixed upon the Temple." Tliiur black 
and slirunkeii bodies were iier(*ssarily cast out, no 
room ]>eing left to biuy' them, and there they lay 
jail'd uj> in the valleys of Jehosliaphat and of Ilin- 
nom. A story is then told of the merciless 
Titus, that must not be passed over : he had over- 
ruled tin* oj)inions of others in the council of war, 
who reeoiinuended a sudden storming of the city by 
the whole host, and carried his own project of 
this eneornjmssing wall, on the exjjress grounds 
that by so shutting in llie iidiabitants they should 
destroy tliem by famine ; so avoiding the hazard 
to themselves of a military assault, and Itasteu- 
njg tlie inevitable fall of the depopulated city. 
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This is recorded hy Josephus, in the preceding 
]»age to that in which he how Titus, in going 
Ids rounds along those valleys, seeing them choked 
up ^^ith dead bodies, and thick streams of ]»utrc- 
faetion rolling over the ground, uttered a groan ; 
and sj)reading out his hands to heaven, called 
(lon to witness tiiat this was not his doing. Un- 
ha|)pv wretch 1 had he reluctantly fnltilled his 
dire commission, had he even mingled with its 
terrible olliees a touch of* pity, ernjdoying the 
nnhonnded inlluence that he exercised over his 
arsny to restrain, in some measure, the savage 
wantonness of their barharity, some credit might 
l)egi^en to this hurst of feeling, as the genuine 
exjiression ol’ regret at wliat he eoiild not wholly 
jirevent : hut we have seen him as he was, even 
when deeked out by his fnlsoim‘ flatterer, whose 
utmost art eonld not wliolly conceal the hideous 
features of his saugidiinry eharacter ; and if thi«^ 
exclamation really escaped his lips, if the ohtes* 
tat ion was addri‘ssed, not to oin* of the Roman 
demons, hut to the (lod of Israel, surely it was 
wrung forth hy some terrible, though hut mo- 
mentary vision of the future, when He, whosf^ 
holy ]>resenee once made that mount so glorious, 
sliall call to a fearful aeconut those of every age. 
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;ui(i of every form of worship, who have ibuiitl 
^lieir own pleasure in helping forward the aillic- 
(ion of Israel. 

In the judgment of that day, many a miglity 
prince, and potentate, and pontift', shall stand side 
hy side with Titus, to receive a doom, aggravated 
in proportion to the light enjoyed by each ; and 
this we must concede, that the blind and barbarous 
pagan may advance a mitigating plea untenable 
by many others. When he came up against tliem, 
they \vei’<‘ still a mighty and a warlike people, en- 
closed by t<»wers and battlements, and dwelling in 
fortresses by nature almost impregnable, lie as- 
’^nileil not, nor op])osed them, as a poor, weak, 
scattered renmaiit, sjiread abroad over the whole 
t‘arth, not one s[)ot of which they could call their 
own : he pursued them not w^ith that liible in his 
liand, or witli the knowledge of it in his mind, 
which declares the lov< of God unto them from of 
•)ltl, and his future purposes of everlasting mercy 
nil tJiem. lie slaughtered them not with tin* 
fj^h of Christ on his lips ; nor coveted tlicir Holy 
(’ity that he might make it the seat of foul idola- 
try in the name of Him to whom all idolatry is an 
alioniination. To the stern Uomau mnrde>er must 
belong the judgment without mercy denounced on 
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him who hath sliow'cd no mercy. But wliai shall 
1)1* said to the herd of kbigs, and emperors, and 
}>o])es, who in hypocritical wickedness, or sinful 
ignorance, have trodden down the remnant of 
God's suffering j)eople in the name of Him whose 
law' can only be fulfilled by love ; and who has 
taught us, before all othe/s, to lo\c and to serve the 
.lew' ? 

But to return. Notwithstanding the tender 
eominiseration of their general, we are told that 
the Boiuans w(‘re very joyfid ; and that having 
great abundance of prtnision from Syria, and from 
the neighbouring provinces, they would bring and 
s])r(‘ad it out near the wall, in the sight of the 
starving, dying Jews, by such a horrible rcfine- 
inenf of cruelty to aggravate their sufl’erings. But 
it produced no visible effect : the thought of \ ield- 
ing never seems to lune entered their minds ; and 
Titus, im]jatient at the protracted defence, set 
his followers to work in reconstructing embank- 
ments over against the tower of Antonia, the key 
to the whole city. This was not easily done, %r 
the trees around Jerusalem had already fallen 
under the Boiiiaii axe, and yielded fuel to the con- 
flagrations of the daring Jews. However, the\ 
managed to collect a sufficient number bv desolat- 
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111" the country at a wider raii^e ; and thus, in 
harharous ignorance, wliile fulfilling the doom long 
before denounced on the Lord's heritage*, tlH*y 
also inflicted that of sterility on the land, which 
still lieth desolate in the enjoyment of her lonir, 
long sabbaths. 

A ])lot was laid hy an inferior commander, 
named Judas, to deliver the tower into the ene- 
my's hands j they, however, could not believe that 
in yeiility a Jew was so disposed, and fearing a 
stratagem, neglected to avail themselves of the 
ofl'er, until the spectacle of the execution of the 
intended betrayers hy Simon, who had diseovi'red 
the conspiracy, and who threw the dead bodies 
down among them, too late convinced the Romans 
of what they had lost. Meantime Josejdnis, tak- 
ing his turn as a ])atroI round the city, was wound- 
ed in the head by a stone cast at him from tlie 
walls ; and the joy aiui exultation that ensued on 
the siip|)osition of his death — for he had been 
rescued and borne away senseless by some of his 
pagan allies, just as the Jews thought to seize on 
him — pro\e in what abhorrence his treason was 
held. This incident also, no doubt, sharpened the 
edge of his hostility against his brethren, for he 
expatiates largely on the alleged crimes of their 
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leaders, and of the whole body of the “ seditious, 
as he terms all wlio preferred death to the surren- 
der of their city. We })ass this over, to relate one 
more instance of what they had to expect who 
deserted, and threw themselves upon the honour, 
humanity, or good faith of the Homans. 

Rome unhaj»py deserters, having made up their 
minds to so desjierate a venture, and knowing 
that gold was the surest key to Homan favour, 
swallowed as much as they could of the prccicus, 
but now in Jerusalem useless metal, wdiii'h they 
hoped to turn to good account among the enemy. 
The S(‘(]uel may he readily anticipated : a disco- 
very of the contrivance in one instance led to the 
immediate rip])ing o]H*n of all who had come for 
protection ; and Josejdius says, that in one night 
two thousand of these poor creatures were thus 
horribly butchered. They were chiefly Syrians ; 
and had escaped by jumjniig down from the 
w'all, with great stones in their hands, as though 
about to make an attack on the enemy ; to whom 
they ran for protection when beyond the reach of 
the Jewish darts. Great numbers died at once, 
through the ravenous hunger that led them to de- 
vour wiiatcver w^as placed before them ; their fa- 
mished state rendering such re])letion presently 
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latal ; they were less to be commiserated than the 
survivors, reserved to a most dreadful death, under 
the hands of the noble Romans, whom onr (’in*is- 
tian youth are instructed to regard as rare mo<li‘K 
of all that is grand and glorious in man I Jose- 
phus, it is true, fastens the chief guilt of tliis 
enormity on the Arabians and Syrians ; hut he 
admits that the Roman soldiers were implicated 
also ; and Titus was ohligtHl to immace wdth death 
snch as slionld be found guilt}' of it: not somneli 
for the l)arl)arity of the thing, as because it show- 
ed that their allies were enriching themselves at 
their own ])leasnre : but his prohibition was of little 
avail ; the ])ractice continued, and became the 
means of cheeking the desertion. 

John, it appears, who had j)ossession of the 
Temple, now committed what Josephus d(*seribes 
as a horrible sacrilege : lie took some of the saer<*d 
stores of \\ inc and oil, and distributed them among 
the ])erishing people. 'Whether this was or was not 
a justifiable ]iroceeding is not for us to determine: 
under an emergency not apjiroaehing within a de- 
gree of comparison with this, Dtivid took and dis- 
tributed to his followers the bread which it was only 
law’ful for the priests t6 eat. Tie did so with the 
full consent of the presiding ])riest, and no cen- 
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sure is recorded. John also is stated to have 
melted down for his own use some of the golden 
vessels presented by Gentile princes to the Tem- 
ple : what benefit he expected to derive from it, 
when no sum could purchase a mouthful of food, it 
is hard to say ; hut the ]>ious indignation of Jose- 
j)hus is so kindled hy it, that he says, if the Ho- 
mans had niadi‘ any longer delay in coming 
against tliese ^i^ains. the city would have been 
swallowed up h\ an eartlnjuake, or else been 
overflowed with water ; or destroyed hy such 
tlinuder as Sodom ]K*rish(‘d by. He also relates 
that the* deaths hy star\ation among the poor be- 
came so numerous, that tluy were no long(*r able 
to throw them o\er the wall, hut laid them on 
heajis in large houses, and shut them up. He 
says, after enumerating some dreadful effects of 
famine, “ AVlien the Homans barely heard 
all this, they commiserated their case ; while 
tlie seditious, who saw it also, did not repent, ljut 
sufl'ered tlie same distress to come upon them- 
selves.” As to the extent of Homan commisera- 
tion, w^e leave that for the reader to determine ; the 
simple fact, as regarded the Jews, was, that 
they jireferrcd death by hunger to the horrible 
tortures inflicted 1)3" these Homans on all whom 
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tlioy took captive: tortures pro])ortionctl to (he 
eourafi^e aud constancy of an enemy ^Yhich, 
had they possessed one atom of the virtues im- 
puted to them, would have commanded their re- 
s]»ect. Added to (his ])referenc(‘ was a fond 
hoj>e that tiu* Loud would yet interpose, even in 
their utlenrKJst extremity, on behalf of the city and 
the ])Coj)le so lonpj called hy his name. 

We now a])])roach the last sad scene's of (his 
direful tragedy, aud must strive (o n'press tin* 
hitter indiguatlon that will ris(* while following 
the cool descri])lion given h\ this a])os(ate Jew of 
events that it is scarcely }>ossil)le to contemplate 
even in the faintest outline that can he sketched. 
We must bear hi mind tliat l)ut for tin* almost 
miraculous hardening of this man’s heart against 
liis own hrethren, and the utter alienation of his 
spirit from the land of his fathers, in defence of 
which he had once fouglit gallantly, and the pros- 
tration of his e\(*ry feeling of independence under 
the heel of a Pagan whose favour lie gained hy 
the most grovelling sycoidianey, — hut for this, 
Josc])hus would have died in the battle, a cham- 
])ion for Israel, and wc should po.>sess no record 
whatever of what is now licing brought with sin- 
gular force to all men’s minds. A lioinan histo- 
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riau would have related il just as any other 
war, siege, conquest and desolation carried on by 
the great and terrible Beast is recorded ; and we 
could not have associated with the talc those touch- 
ing niinutiie that idenl-ifV it Avholly with the city 
of our God ; th(‘ race of Abraham ; and the awd’ui 
yircdietions that were then so marvellously fulfilled. 

Pestilence, as a necessary consequence, follow- 
ed upon the havoc made by famine. From 
the dead bodies without the walls, not only the 
numbers east over tliem from the city, but the 
thousands of victims murdered by the cowardly 
Bomans, an eftluvi^imust have arisen suflicient to 
engender disease throughout the whole region: but 
when to tJiis we add the ghastly piles of dead en- 
closed in Zion’s desolate pahuies, together with 
those who lay unhuried and tramjded dowm in 
every street of the city, now, alas ! too truly and 
in too many ways, “the rebellious city, the 
bloody city,” we may conceive the effects in 
that warm climate, as being horrible indeed. 
What must that knowdedge of the Roman barba- 
rity have been tliat could render death by hunger 
in a hideous charnel-house preferable to any chance 
of life from a successful foe ! 

Titus now hastened the conqdction of his 
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einbjHikmcnt, lierotoforo frustrated by the enter- 
prising determination of the besieged; now se- 
curely perfected under shelter of tlic newly-built 
wall. To procure timber for the work was a difH- 
cult matter, requiring excursions far into the 
surrounding districts ; for all that lay near bad 
already been denuded of its groves. The narrator 
thus deseriiies the j)rospeet, and in so doing «*ie- 
eounts for the i)resent a])pear2ince of that land so 
unjike the seene presented to the mind’s eye of 
him who has only known the Jerusalem and Judtea 
of the Bible : for that land will not, cannot, shall 
not yield her fruitfulness, nor resume the verdant 
robes of her pristine beauty for any but the seed 
of Jacob. While they are outcast and d(*si)ised, 
she lies barren, desolate, and bare. While they 
mourn, she will not smile ; neither will she ex- 
change her wilderness garment for that of the 
garden of Eden, until from the highest heaven 
the })romised word shall go forth : “ But ye, 

0 mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your 
branches, and yield your fruit to my peoj)le Is- 
rael ; for they are at hand to come. For behold, 

1 am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye 
shall be tilled and sown ^ and I will multiply upon 
you all the house of Israel, even all of it ; and 
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the cities shall be inhabited and the wastes shall 
be builded : and 1 wnll multi jily upon you man 
and beast ; and they shall increase and hrin^ forth 
fruit : and I will settle you afttT your old estates, 
and will do better unto you than at yotir begin- 
nings: and ye shall know that I am th<* Lord.” 
O Gon of Israel — the covenant-keeping God I 
H(‘decmer of Jacob! hasten the fnltihnent of this 
blessed word, that we, even wt, now and in our 
own day, may behold thy return to Zion with 
mercy ! 

Thus writes the eye-witness of Judu‘a’s over- 
throw : ** Truly the very view of the country was 
a melancholy thing ; for those ])laees which were 
before adorned with trees and ])lcasant gardens, 
were now become a desolate country (‘\er\ way ; 
and its trees were all cut down. Nor could any 
foreigner that had fd^rmerly scenJiubea, and the 
most heautiful suburbs of the city, and now saw it 
as a desert, but lament and mourn sadly at so great 
a change, for the war had laid all the signs of 
beauty quite w^aste. Nor if any one that had 
known the place before had come on a sudden to 
it now, would he have known it again ; but though 
he were at the city itself, yet would he have en- 
quired for it notwithstanding.” IIow illustrative 
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is this reiiiiirkahly simple and artless description 
of the word that God spake by Jeremiah: “ All 
that ])ass hy clap their hands at thee ; they hiss 
and wag their head at the daughter of Jern- 
salein, saying. Is this the city that men call 
the perfection of h(*aiity, the joy of the whole 
earth?” 

The conij)lction of the banks occasioned not 
less nueasincs^ to the Koinans than to the Jews; 
for while the latt(‘r saw a formidable step gained 
towards the reduction of their city, the former were 
in perpetual dread of some new exploit by which 
their work might again be destroyed; and such 
destruction wo\ild now be an irreparable loss, since 
lliey had exliausted every remaining resource in 
the erection of these last banks. Moreover, “ the\ 
found,” says Jose])hus, “ the fighting men of the 
Jews to be not at all mollified among such their 
sore atHict ions, while llK*y had themselves perpe- 
tually less and less hopes of success ; and their 
hanks w eu‘ forced to y ield to the stratagems of the 
enemy ; their engines to the firmness of their 
wall; and their closest fights to the boldness of 
tlieir attacks. And, what was the greatest dis- 
couragement of all, they found the Jews’ con- 
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rageous souls to be superior (o tJie multitude 
of the miseries they were under by their sedi- 
tion, tlieir famine, and the war itself.” 

Jhit the decree had gone forth, and Jenisalein 
must fall. The first indication of approaching 
success to the enemy seems to have been an ap- 
parent falling off in the ardour and unanimity of 
thc‘ sally ; for when John led his forces out with 
torcln^s to assail these banks, they advanced in 
detached ])arties ; Josephus says, “ After st slow 
manner, timorously ; and, to say all in a word, 
without a Jewish courage.” Tin* ])robability is, 
that they were so exhausted by famine, by inces- 
sant fatigue, interminable watching, and the dread- 
ful forms in which death had hourly cut down 
their dearest connexions around them, that the 
physical strength was wanting to manifest that 
unsubdued courage. However, their eoinparativc* 
languor infused new resolution into the des])ond- 
ing Romans : they armed themselves in their most 
complete mail, and by forming a comjiact body, 
an unbroken line, before the banks, they covered 
them effectually ; at the same time bringing their 
gigantic slinging machinery tobearujmn the Jews, 
wliile yet under the walls of tlie city, s\veeping 
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fiieni down witli darts and stones, and ojrcat frag' 
inents of rock, until, disheartened bv the strength 
of the living jdialanx before them, and the loss of 
so inany comrades, the Jews retreated without 
accomplishing anything. 

This fired the Romans new efforts ; they 
brought u]) their engines, and assailed the tower 
of Antonia, not only by their means, but by 
working away to undermine its foundations with 
thgr iron iiujdemeuts ; covering themselves, as 
b/st they could, with their sliields, from the darts 
and otlier missiles cast down n|)on them by the 
def(*nders. Four massive stones wvrv in this way 
removed from the base of tlie tow^(*r, when night 
jmt a temporary end to the conflict ; hut before 
dawn both parties were startled by an nnexpeeled 
event ; for, just where* John had before carried 
out Ins mine to destroy the* lir^t hanks, the wall, 
weakened fierhaps l)\ Muit jiroceeding, and now 
much shaken by the hatfenng-rams, fell to the 
ground. A joyful surprise to the enemy ! Tliey 
hastened to make good an entrance at the breach, 
and great was their disap])ointmenl on finding 
their way barred by a second wall, which the Jews 
had secretly built in cajie of such a*i vvvnU 
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To s(!aK‘ tills new wall was ])roii()uiiced an easy 
exj)loit, yet not one of Home’s warriors durst lake 
the lead in it. 'J’itus therefore considered it a 
fitting juncture for one of his orations, and as- 
seinljling the flower of his army he addressed 
tliein at great length, urging all th(‘ wonted hea- 
then arguments, ami making many admissions of 
the . courage, constancy, and persex erance exhi- 
hiled hy the Jews, w’horn he, of course, repre- 
sented as being infinitely beneath them. ^ lie 
ended his speecli in th(‘se words : — “ As for that 
person who first mounts the wall, 1 should blush 
for shame if J did not make him to be envied of 
otluas hy those rewards 1 would bestow upon 
him. If such an one escape with his life, be 
shall have the command of others that are now 
hut his eijuals, although it be true also that the 
greatest rewards will acerm* to such as die in tht‘ 
attempt.” 

But all the eloipience of their ]>ojmlar leader, 
bis ]»roniises of rew ard, Ins bibourt‘d iucitemeiit of 
their exery ferocious jiassioil availed not, — not 
one Homan hero was found vjiliant enough to lead 
so ])crilous an enterprise. A Syrian, contemptibly 
mean in asjieet, weak in body, and despised as 
om‘ detieient in courage, stepped forth, and vo- 
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limteercd to lu‘ad the storming party. Often in 
the old time had the famous generals and mighty 
kings of Syria advanced against Israel, and tied 
away discomfited by the far mightier warriors 
whom the Lord girded to the battle. The very 
name recals many a stirring scene in sacred his- 
tor}% and among them that magnificent though 
momentary vision of things nnsecn by the veiled 
eye of mortality, when, terrified by the proud 
arr4y of the Syrian army, Klisha’s ser\ant almost 
tvfrgot the impregnable shield spread over his in- 
spired master, and was permitted to look upon 
the heavenly host that filled the surrounding 
heights with horses and chariots of fire. Alas ! 
that shield was now withdrawn from the Lord's 
mountain, and the meanest of a degenerate Syrian 
race might venture to attack tlie holy place of the 
Tabernacle of the Most High ! The incident, 
merely noticed by Josephus as a remarkable in- 
stance of unexpected boldness in a person gene- 
rally despised, is one of deep, sad interest, when 
viewed as tendin^^Jo contrast the past with file 
present, the days of Jerusalem’s glorious domi- 
nion with those of her chastisement and consum- 
ing plagues. 

Strange to say, only eleven men of all the Ro- 
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man host could muster sufficient resolution to 
follow this Sabiiuis, who, after a desperate 
struggle, succeeded in mounting the wall at their 
head. The Jew's, not supposing but that the 
Roman army were all j)ouring in upon them, fled ; 
but, returning immediately, they slew the daring 
Syrian, dashed three of his com})anions to pieces 
in a moment, and so wounded the remaining 
eight that th(‘y were with difficulty dragged back 
by their comrades below, and carried to the 
camp. ^ 

Two days afterwards, twelve foot -soldiers of the 
vanguard, two horsemen, a standard-bearer, and 
a trumj)eter, secretly approached, under cover of 
night, or in the morning twilight, and, clambering 
over the ruins of the fallen wall, reached the 
tower of Antonia, turprised the first guard, whom 
they slew in their sleep, and having gained the 
wall, sounded their trumjiet. Fatal note ! 

The Jews, roused from their short repose, 
started and fled, for they believed tliat the whole 
host was upon them. Thei^ electrified by the 
well -know'll signal, sprang to their arms, and ere 
the besieged had time to rally or to reflect, the 
host was indeed upon them. Titus first, and 
after him his selected band, ascended the tower, 
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whence they beheld the sacred courts of God’s 
Temple spread beneath, and the peoj)le of Israel 
fleeing to its sanctuary. They pursued, and once 
more the lion heart of Judah was roused. Should 
the blood-stained enemy pollute the hallowed 
spot ? No : as one man they turned, and never 
had the battle raged between them as that day it 
raged, — the llomans ])ressiiig onward over the 
holy mount, the J(‘ws, as a living rock, hurling 
b^ek each wave of war as it swelled and rolled 
uilou them. There was no dart thrown, no 
stone flung, no engine brought to bear on either 
side in that tremendous struggle ; sword in hand 
they fought, mixed in one mass of mutual 
slaughter. From the camp reinforcements per- 
petually came uj) through the now unguarded 
tower; from the city of David new^ champions, 
roused even from the bed of death, and stagger- 
ing under the weight of their own weaj)ons, 
rushed on, and on, and flung themselves into the 
fight, for the prize of that terrible contest was 
THE Temple. ^ 

Judah prevailed ; Rome could not sustain the 
battle, unaided by lier own infernal machinery of 
catapult, and ram, and crossbow. The enemy 
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retreated, driven step by stef) from the sacred 
ground, and Titus was glad to fortify himself 
where, on y ester-eve, he little expected so soon to 
gain a footing, in the tower of Antonia. The 
battle had lasted from the ninth hour of the night 
to the seventh hour of the day, and both parties 
had jMit forth the utmost of their strength, their 
energy, and courage. The reverse sustained by 
the .Tews was indeed terrible, and an omen of 
speedy defeat, for Antonia was the very key-stone 
of their arch ; but the Temple had been assailed 
— tlie 7\;mj)le W'as saved ; and in the gladness of 
their hearts for that rescue they almost overlooked 
the greatness of their losses. 

While thus they exulted, a new assailant ap- 
])eared in the person of a centurion, a man of 
great bodily jirowess and extraordinary daring, 
who seems to have been desirous of wij)ing off 
from his own name the blot of that pusillanimity 
which could not but attach to those who had 
shrank from assailing the slender wall recently 
erected by John. This Juliaff, seeing the Homans 
flying in disorder from their pursuers, leaped out 
from the tower, into which they were pressing for 
shelter, and by the vigour of his unexpected 
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onset turned the Jews back. Clad in full 
panoply, and possessed, as it would aj)pear, with 
the fury of a maniac, he rushed into the crowd of 
mingled soldiers and citizens, and committed 
much slaughter, until, having reached the corner 
of the inner court of the Temple, liis career was 
abruptly stopj)cd. We have here a sj>ecimen of 
the theology of Josephus which must not b(‘ 
passed over. As a Jew, he miglit well have 
thought that the God whom his fathers wor- 
shipped had once more interposed on behalf of 
that hallowed spot ^ but, in true pagan styhs lie 
says of the Homan pursuer, ‘‘ However, he was 
himself pursued by Fate^ which it was not pos- 
sible that he, who was but a mortal man, should 
escape.” The inner court of the Ternjile, whicli 
he had now gain(‘d, was curiously paved with po- 
lished marble, and on this liis feet, cased as tliey 
were in shoes studded thickly with iron nails, 
soon slipped. He fell on liis back, and was im- 
mediately surrounded by the Jews, who, after a 
long and terrible struggle, succeeded in despatch- 
ing him. From the tower the Homans beheld 
this unequal contest, but none among them ven- 
tured to their champion’s aid. The few strag- 
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p;lers litigerinp; outside were presently attacked 
and driven in by the Jews, who thus reinain(»d 
masters of the sacred precincts to their utmost 
boundary. 



CHAPTER XIII. 


On the seventeenth day of Tamuz the daily 
sacrifice ceased. Men were wanting to offer it, 
so fearfully had th(‘ sacred order been thinned by 
the ravages of famine, j)estilence, and the sword. 
It was a day of mourning and bitter lamentation 
in Jerusalem, a day of gloominess and thick dark- 
ness to those who had until then n;fuscd to be- 
lieve tliat tlie God of Israel would indeed give 
over his heritage to th ; spoiler. In the midst of 
the WT(;k, or just three years and a half from the 
commencement of the War by Vespasian, did the 
prince that came to destr(^’^ the city and the 
sanctuary “ cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease,” exactly as the angel who sj)ake to Daniel 
had predicted;* and. yet, alas! Israel did not 
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perceive, would not consider, that in this there 
was a testimony given to the fact that Messiah 
liad already been cut off. Wlio shall tell the 
anguish of mind with wliich the Jews beheld their 
altar destitute, its divinely-appointed ordinance 
rendered impracticable, its multitude of ministering 
])riests diniiuish(‘d to a feeble few, who, with gar- 
ments rent, and dust ujion their heads, bewailed a 
calamity the ])ossible occurrence of which had 
seemed to them an idle dream. We do not drink 
sufliciently deej» of the sj»irit of Judaism, such as 
it a]»pears iu the Holy Scrij)turcs, to realize, even 
as we ought to do, the bitterness of this cup of 
wrath and woe. Edom-like, wc have accustomed 
ourselves to stand on the other side, ** in the day 
that the strangers carried away his forces, and 
foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots 
uj)on Jerusalem.” Yes, wc take up the history, 
and look u])on our brotluT’s affliction in the day 
of his calamity with the cold observance of those 
who liave no concern in liis sorrows, instead of so 
making his cause oi# own that we should be con- 
strained to cry mightily unto the Lord, yea, to 
ffice llhii no f'cat until He turn aw'ay his fierce 
anger, and pardon his lieritage, and gather his 
people, and once more establish and make Jeru- 
salem a ])raise in the whole earth. 



The daily sacrifice ceased, and Titus, ])roin|)tpd 
no doubt by his crafty ally, who knew full well 
into what consternation the fearful event would 
throw^ the Jews, deputed him, Josephus, to de- 
mand a parley, and to make the most of the crisis 
for subduing the stubborn spirits wdm extorted so 
heavy a price of time, and labour, and blood, from 
their cruel invaders for every advantage gained. 
The orator began with a moek ; he im])lored the 
people, using at the same time the sacked lan- 
guage, to spare their city, to j)revent the fire 
that was about to seize upon the Tein])le, and to 
offer the usual sacrifices to (Jod therein.” Deep 
sadness of h(‘art k<*pt the afflicted Jews silent for 
awhile ; but they presently broke into keen re- 
proaches against him for his base desertion of his 
country, and the daring im]>iety of his jiresent 
course in coming uj) against the Temjde of the 
Loud as an enemy. To this Josephus replied in 
a strain of railing accusation and bitter taunts 
that it is almost marvellous he should have left 
on record. lie also adduced, as a scriptural ex- 
ample, something which is nowhere to be found 
in the Scriptures ; and after protesting his truth 
as a Jew, acknowledges* himself deserving of all 
the reproaches that had been cast upon him, be- 
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cause he was then acting in opposition to Fate by 
striving to save tliose wliom God had condemned, 
lie proceeded to show that jirophecy was about to 
be fulfilled in their utter d(‘struction ; and certainly, 
however hard he might have studied for language 
the best suited at once to c\as])crate and to 
hard(‘n them, he could not have succeeded better 
in ])roducing an harangue to that effect. He 
wept, and groaned, and sobbed, so that, as he tells 
us, the Homans could not but wonder at and pity 
him, while the Jewish garrison were stirred uj) to 
gn‘ater indignation, and strove to lay hold on 
him. Some few, however, deserted on the strength 
of his jiersuasions, and these, he says, were kindly 
received by Titus, and sent away to a small city 
called Gophna, with many promises of future fa- 
vour. Their entire disaj)])earancc, meanw'hile, 
naturally gave rise to a belief within the city that 
they had been murdered like their predecessors ; 
and this conviction deterred others from following 
their example, until they were recalled and pa- 
raded round the walls under the escort of Jose- 
phus, to add their persuasions to his that the city 
might be quietly surrendered to the enemy. The 
consequence of this address from several of their 
own high priests and nobles was strange, if Jose- 
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plius reports it truly ; for, according to him, the 
j)eoj)le who were just before rnouriiiiig bitterly 
the cessation of their daily sacrifice, suddenly at- 
tacked the Temple itself with darts, stemes, 
javelins, and whatever their engines could hurl 
against it. A great slaughter is described as 
taking jdace at the same time within the holy 
courts, and that of .lews, by Jewish hands. 'Fhe 
story is inexplicable, unless some jdot was even 
then ri]K*ning among one party to deliver up the 
Temple to the Homans, 'fitus was exc(*edingly 
enraged at the proceeding, whieli renders this con- 
jecture more probable ; and he addressed a vehe- 
ment remonstranee to the assailing party, headed 
by John ; but this producing no (dFect, he re- 
solved on storming, that very night, the holy [Jaecj 
which he j)rofessed himself so anxious to save. 
The near view that his jiresent position com- 
manded of its costly magnificence no doubt ren- 
dered him doubly solicitous to secure so [irecious 
a spoil before its beauty could be marred, or its 
value lessened, by the hands of those whose stern 
resolve it was that he should never grasp it. 

Seated on the highest turret of the tower of An- 
tonia, the Roman ])rince looked on while the very 
flower of his host, chosen men arrayed under 
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(.[loscn leaders, to the number of several thou- 
sands, as many as the narrow sj)acc would permit 
to act with freedom, stole, under cover of the 
night, to surprise in their sleep the guards of the 
Temjde. They found them wakeful, watchful, 
and j)repared to spring uyjon them swwd in hand. 
A most desperate battle ensued, which lasted from 
tlie ninth hour of the night to the fifth hour of 
tlie day ; tlic Romans being loudly cheered on by 
their comrades and their general, on the summit 
of the tower, while the Jews fought with undi- 
minislied courage and determination. No advan- 
tage was gaiiK'd ; blood was shed like water, and 
the courts of the Temple again wore the appear- 
ance of a slaughter-house ; hut not a foot of its 
precincts was ceded lo the foe. They retired to 
the tower : and the Jews set their guard as 
before, in grim, and ghastly, and resolute array. 
Famine had wasted their flesh, and wrinkled their 
skins, and blackened their countenances : sorrow 
had deepened every furrow, and despair w^as striv- 
ing to unman the heart that never shrunk from 
peril ; hut the tread that involuntarily pressed 
the mangled corpse of a parent, a son, or a 
bosom friend, was firm and unfaltering still. 
The city of David and the mountain of the Lord’s 
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house, were yet under their keeping ; and what 
Hebrew heart could diuch from guarding such a 
trust ? 

Titus, meanwhile, had kept his army em{)loyed 
ill demolishing the foundations of fort Antonia, 
so as to form a broad and easy }>assage from the 
camp without to the court of the Gentiles, the 
outermost enclosure of the Temjile. Here, oppo- 
site thl^ northern and western fronts, and at the 
angle, and over against the cloisters, they raised 
embankments, with great toil and difficulty ; for 
the distance from which they had to fetch w^ood 
was fatiguing, and the opposition of the Jews 
incessant. No stratagem, no feat of daring, was 
left untried to obstruct these works, and to ha- 
rass where they could not slay the artificers. 
Sallies, bolder than before, were constantly 
planned ; and the horses of the Romans seized 
while their masters were fetching wood, or forag- 
ing for provender. They also, to interruj)t the 
communication, set fire to the north-west cloister, 
where it extended to the tower, and gradually 
destroyed much of this portion of the sacred edi- 
fices, as a means of better protecting, by such 
isolation, the Temple- itself. No day passed 
without skirmishing, few without bard hghting ; 
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and this at least maybe said, that Jerusalem, 
forsaken of her God, and garrisoned by a band of 
dying men, proved a harder conquest to tlic Ito- 
man than ever he had essayed to grasj). So 
woiulerful are the natural defences of that glori- 
ous city — such as she was while her own tribes 
possessed her as their inheritance ; so great was the 
strength of her ancient ramf)arts, the wall that 
Israel’s rnonarclis first raised, and tlie pious Nehe- 
miah n'paircd, and round which the Loud had 
spread the snicid of his omnipotence, until now that 
the time was come to lay her in the dust, that the 
hafiled enemy luid long ere then yield(*d to de- 
s|)air, and withdrawn from the hopeless entcr- 
])risc, if the mysterious influence had not jire. 
vailed, which told him that he must yet succeed. 

Among the stratagems prac’tised by the Jews 
to drive the soldiers from their work upon the 
banks, w'as the following. The western cloister 
of the court of the Gentiles was over-against one 
of these new embankments, and here the Jews 
brought bitumen and pitch, and various dry com- 
bustible materials, with which they filled the 
spacebetween the beams and roof. Having done 
this, they feigned a sudden retreat, as though 
suffering under great fatigue, and thus induced 
10 
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the Romans to mount the cloisters and j)ursuL* 
them. When a large inunher liad ascended hv 
ladders, so that the buildings were nearly filh'd 
and covered with them, the Jews set tire to the 
train : and by this manaaivre they slew tin* 
greater jiart of them ; for such as escajied tht' 
flames, by leaj>ing down within, fell into their 
hands, while those who east themselves in the 
other direction, were killed by the depth of the 
fall. Many perished by fire, and some by their 
own swords. Josephus, in true Roman style, 
especially commends the suicides ; and laments, 
with his wonted adherence to the alien cause, 
over all who fell in iighting against J(*rusaleni. 

It was at this jieriod that the event took place 
which marks the calamities as of the Lord’s 
esj»ecial inflicting, since the prediction was then‘by 
fultilled that Moses had n'corded. Josephus 
takes no notice of ibis juophecy, while relating 
its awful aecoinplishment ; hut he names the wo- 
man, Mar\, the daughter of Eleazar, as being 
“ eminent for her family and her wealth thus 
identitying “ the tender and delicate woman 
among you, wdiieh would not adventure to set the 
sole of her foot upon the ground for deliCfitencss 
and tenderness.” The sad tab is well known : 
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she killed and roasted her bahe, ate a portion, 
and concealed the remainder. Not one jot or one 
tittle failed of all the Lord had foreshown. Jo- 
sephus j)uts a sj)eech into her mouth, evidently 
his own invention, in which she throws the guilt 
of her d(‘ed more upon lier own suffering nation 
than upon the Romans, and garnishes the fearful 
tale with his accustomed licence ; but the simple 
fact is enough. 

Tlu* month of Ah was now come : on the tenth 
day of that month had Jerusalem formerly fallen 
before the arms of the Babylonian king ; and 
this day was always observed as one of fasting, 
of humiliation, and bitter mourning among the 
Jews. From the second to the eighth day, a 
continued but ineffectual assault had been made 
upon the walls of the inner court, by means of 
the usual ejigines : on the eighth, a new bank 
was comj)leted, and Titus ordered up the batter- 
ing-ram, but even this proved too weak for the 
pur{)ose. The stones that composed the wall 
were of such an enormous size, and the strength 
of those gigantic bulwarks so prodigious, that the 
only process to which they yielded was the tedi- 
ous, and almost impracticable one, of removing 
them piecemeal by manual labour. In this way 
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the soldiers succeeded in taking down the external 
foundations of the northern gate ; but they found 
themselves foiled by the solidity of the inner por- 
tion, wdiich njiheld it as firmly as before. Thus 
battled, and despairing of success by any otlicr 
means than storming the place sword in hand, 
tlie Homans brought ladders, and fixed them 
against the cloist(‘rs, to which they began to 
mount. Thus far they had proceeded without 
molestation fnnn the Jews; ])ut no sooner did 
the Homan helmets aj)])ear above the level of that 
sacred enclosure than an onset w'as made from 
wdthin, which hurh‘d them hack, and slew or cast 
tliem headlong, encumbered as they were with 
tlieir heavy mail, and before they had time to 
ad\ance their shields. A long ladiler, on which 
these assailantN clustered like* bees, was often 
seized by the Jews at its summit, and Hung \io- 
leiitly dow'ii, crushing the soldiers in its fall. The 
very ensigns, the jn’oud eagle standards of Home, 
were so endangere<l, that those who hare could 
scarcely ])reserv(‘ them from being captured ; and 
the engines, which with so much labour they had 
brought to hear upon the w-alls, w'ere actually 
taken by tlie ])eo|)le of Israel. It vras a signal 
defeat, and a marvellous one. 

Q 
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Tlic Homans now brought fire, and applied it 
to the gates that were within their reach. The 
silver that covered them was heated until it 
ignited the wood ; and hy this means a body of 
flame suddenly hurst forth, catching on either 
side the cloisters, from which the enemy had 
h(‘(‘n repulsed. There was a natural reluct- 
ance* to destro)’' what would, in its uninjured 
state, he a most costly prize ; and this led 
the Homans to reserve, as a last resource, 
the apjdication of the destructive clement. 
Dismay seized on the unhap])y Jew^s, when 
they helield their holy edifices blazing around 
tlicm, and no efleetual eflort was made to stay 
the progress of the conflagration, which pre- 
vailed during that and the following day, the 
strength of the building being such, that they 
could only be destroyed by the very tardy pro- 
gress of fire continually renewed and rekindled. 

The court of the Gentiles was to be finally 
contested, in the midst of these smoking ruins. 
On the northern and the western sides it w^as de- 
fenceless, the llonnins being now able to pour in 
upon it, over the broken charred fragments of its 
lofty and beauteous fabrics. Titus issued orders 
to quench the remaining fire, while he summoned 
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his six principal commanders to a consultation, 
touching the destruction or j)reser\'ation of the 
Temple. Their voices were for the former, but 
his wish of course prevailed over their opinions : 
and he resolved to spare the magnificent trophy, 
as a proud monument of pagan triumjdi, and to 
be the desecrated fane of some demon-god. Strict 
orders were, therefore, given to save the Temple 
unhurt ; and for the work before them a carefid 
selection was made of the bravest and the best 
warriors from the whole host ; and to these was 
committed the task of making their way over the 
still smouldering ruins, to quench them wholly, 
and to take possession of the court of the Gen- 
tiles. This was done; so weary and dis})iritcd 
were the Jews, that they otfered no resistance 
while the Romans set their guard, in formidable 
force, within the long-contested wall ; but on the 
following morning tlujy rallied agaiji, and in a 
desperate onset slew many of the foe ; they would 
have driven them from tliat hard-won ground, had 
not Titus, who overlooked every thing from his 
lofty post, sent reinforcements sufficient to re- 
pulse the Jews, who were compelhid to retreat, 
and, finally, to fortify themselves in the second 
court — the court of Israel. So closed the day, 

a2 
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“ I saw the Lord standing upon the altar : and 
He said, Smite the lintel of the door that the 
posts may shahc : and cut them in the head, all 
of them : and I will slay the last of them with 
the sword : he that fleeth of them shall not flee 
away, and he that escapeth of them shall not be 
delivered/’* 

Terrible is the Loud in his judgments, righte- 
ous in his dealings towards the chililren of men. 
Our hearts will bleed, and our eyes will over- 
flow, whc‘11 contemplating the dire visitation of 
wrath on his ])eoj)le, his own peculiar treasure, 
Judah his inheritance, and the Mount Zion which 
he loved: but we must not forget that lie who 
doth not afiiict willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men, who calls judgment his strange work, and 
delights ill mercy — that He it was who coinjiassed 
Jerusalem with armies, and poured out upon her 
the fierceness of that indignation which never 
burns without a cause. Turning to the touching 
services n])j)ointed for that day, and observed by 
all Israel in every part of the world, in weeping, 
and mourning, and lamentation ; in fasting, and 
in dust and ashes, in darkness and in prostration, 
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no less of body than of soul, we find a memorial 
that speaks volumes, as to the spirit in which tlu^ 
children of Israel in our day review those scenes. 
Too little do Gentiles know, too little do they 
care, about these things ; but the time is come 
when they who desire to rejoice and joy w'ith 
Jerusalem, must learn to mourn for her more 
feelingly than now' they do. 

At nightfall, on tlie eve of this sad da^^ the 
congregations of Israel throughout the world, 
assemble in their synagogues : every light is ex- 
tinguished, save the faint glimmer that is ne(*dlu] 
to enable the officiating minister to read the ap- 
])oiutcd scripture — while, seated on tb(i ground, 
in the deep gloom of such visible darkness, the 
assembly listen — with what emotions it is not for 
us to say— to the opening portion, the l.'l/th 
Psalm. Py the rivers of Pabylon there we sat, 
yea, we wept when we remembered Zion.” After 
some ascriptions of j)raise, and dwelling on the 
promises of future mercy, they proceed in the 
following strain. 

“ This night have I for generations appointed 
for mourning and lamentation: I therefore will 
weep and sit down di‘jected, and will not smell 
the fragrant spices. I am grieved bitterly, be- 
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cause mine iniquities have caused mine afflictions 
to prevail over me, when the holy city was burnt, 

by the Creator of the light of the fire 

Behold, there is none to comfort us, for the 
fierce enemy is inexorable : and from the time of 
the ninth of Ah we have been as orphans who 
are fatherless. From the day that they lifted up 
their voice, our ancestors on this night committed 
trespass ; 1 have tlierefore api)ointed it for to 
weej), mourn, and lament. Our fathers have 
sinned, and arc not, and how shall we hear their 
iniquity ? O, thou, wlio dwellest in heaven, are 
the children to be jmt to death for the fathers ? 
Rise up with thy mercy, O our God, and com- 
passionate us ; O turn our mourning into joy, for 
with our whole heart do we hope in thy salvation, 
O Lord! O comfort the mourners of Jerusalem, 
who wait for thy redemption and salvation : turn 
the captivity of the children of Israel, and let the 
Redeemer come to Zion !” 

The whole congregation repeat, ‘'Turn the 
captivity of the children of Israel, and let the 
Redeemer come to Zion !” 

After this, the Lamentations of Jeremiah are 
read throughout; some more affecting prayers put 
up, and the closing strain runs thus, the response 
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of the people aL every sentence being, “For the 
glory of the reiiowned^city of Zion I will weej) 
day and night.” 

“ For the sake of my Temjde, and the glory of 
the renowned city of Zion, will 1 weep day and 
night. The enemy hath made my glorious house 
desolate ; he hath driven me into the hands of 
Nabioth and Sliamali ; for which I will continu- 
ally weej) wdth a doleful voice. I will continually 
weep for the repeated destruction of the delec- 
table land, and the city of Jerusalem, and for 
her people which arc gone into captivity. () mourn 
thou Law, for thy glory is profaned ; thy crown 
is fallen since the day that thy house was made 
desolate ; take up a lamentation for Aholibah and 
Aholah.” 

This is but a ])rose translation of the most 
lofty Hebrew ])oetry. It is not j)Ossil>le to select 
from the ex(iuisitely pathetic service of the day 
itself, anything like an adequate specimen of the 
whole : but a few short j)assages may be given 
illustrative at once of the de[)th of their sorrow, 
and their readiness to justify the severe dealings 
of the Lord. 

The beautiful climate, the joy of the whole 
earth, the city wherein the chosen peoj>le dwelt. 
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is become waste and desolate, ^ proverb, and a 
bye-word : all her pcop^ sigh, for they find no , 
mercy. Her mighty men are coiifonnded, be- 
cause of the destructive sword; Jachin and Boaz 
arc plucked uj) from the threshing floor of 
Araunah ; strangers have i roddeu and roared in the 
place where the Divine Shechinah rested. 

‘‘ The Divine Shechinah erietli aloud, because 
of their wickedness, saying, (3iildren, turn ; ctmse 
to do evil ; for the bed is too short for one to 
stretch himself out at length. When the proud 
ones ])Iaeed an idol in my habitation, the Divine 
glory departed from the inner Temple, and said, 

I will go, and return to my own dwelling, until 
they acknowledge their tresjiass and seek my 
presence.'’ 

All is in the same style ; the portions of pro- 
phetic scripture are read wdiich most clearly set 
fortli what should come, and what then did cmiie, 
upon Judah and Jerusalem, so giving glory to 
God for the fulfilment of his own word. How 
many among our readers, who owe their spiritual 
all to Israel, have turned aside from the paths of 
pleasure or of business, to keep this sorrowful 
anniversary with their brethren ? and to respond 
W'itb a fenent amen to their prayer, “ Turn the 
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cai>tivity of the. children of Israel, and let the 
Iledeemcr come t^Zion !” 

Titus retired for the night into the to\\er of An- 
tonia, pur])Osing at early dawn to lead his whole 
army to the storming of the Tein])le, and to sur- 
round the holy house with his camp. Surely it 
was a sleepless vigil that the royal vulture kept, 
glaring dow’ii, through the dim light afforded by 
casual tires, u])on his splendid prey. We have 
already described the tower of Antonia as guard- 
ing the north-west angle of the Temple’s enclo- 
sure, and here he niiglit command a prospect, 
w’ouderful in all its details ; une(inall(‘d, not even 
resembled, by any place upon earth. Towards 
the north and the west of his watch-tower, all 
was in the spoiler’s liand : his <*amj> occn]»ied the 
ruins of JSezetha and Acra, while its outermost 
borders stretched far into the regions beyond. 
On the eastern side r«^se the Mount of Olixes 
abruj)tly from the deep valley of the Kcdron, 
studded with liis tents, which ga\e a hostile 
as])ect to what had ever smiled in verdant beauty, 
and waved its dark, bright olive boughs in j)eaceful 
homage tow'ards the holy city. Due south, at 
his very feet, lay the courts of the Lord’s house, 
the outermost of which, a defiled heap of ruins, 
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was occupied by his guards. -Beyond it, and 
concealed by the majestic fabifc, the bill Opbel 
descended to the valley of Uiniiom ; and broadly 
sw(*llirig to the south-west, crowned with palaces, 
and towers, and stately dwellings, now the abode 
of misery and privation unsj)eakablc, rose Zion, 
the j)roud site of the city of David, as^yet untrod 
by hostile step ; and conlident of ultimate deli- 
verance, wJiile the Temple of the Lord remained 
untouched. 

What were the thoughts of Titus, as he looked 
around ? Did no compunction touch him for the 
cruelties that he had already j)erpetrated, nor 
one merciful impulse plead within his bosom for 
pity on the famishing thousands, the extremity 
of whose wretchedness was well known to him ? 
Was he, the })roud and daring warrior, insen- 
sible to the claim on his martial sympathies esta- 
blished by the heroic defenders, for such, how- 
ever great their transgressions, they uncpiestion- 
ably were, who had set, even to Romans, an ex- 
ample of courage, fortitude, and patriotism, that 
might shame their own most vaunted records? 
Of all this we know nothing: but this we* do 
know, that a more remorseless slaughterer than 
Titus proved himself to be towards the Jewish 
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nation, never disgraced the human form. Ilis 
desire to spare the goodly house of the Lonu 
arose avowedly from avaricious motives : coveting, 
as he did, so gorgeous a trophy, and so inex- 
haustible a sjioil. The wealth of that house was 
prodigious. Gold, silver, and fine brass ; the 
costliest if wood, and the rarest of precious 
stones ; all were there in profusion as unbouiuled, 
as was the exquisite workmanshij) that shaped 
them into lov(‘ly forms unrivall(‘d throughout the 
world. 

In other matters Josejdius may and does cxjig- 
gcrate ; but here he scarcely can do so ; for the 
Tem]»le of the Loan at Jerusalem was enriched, 
not only with all that its own worshippers could, 
in the jiride alike of their hearts and of their 
wealth, lavish upon it, hut kings of every nation 
had thither sent their costly gifts ; and inasmuch 
as it fell short of the glory of Solomon’s, by so 
much it surpassed every other edifice, in the 
grandeur of its architecture, and the magnitude 
of its treasures. To-morrow, and the Homan 
would march over the slain bodies of its children, 
to seize and to aj)propriatc the prize, that glowed 
and glistened even through the darkness of that 
hour whensoever but the glance of a torch fell on 
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its surface of snow-white marble interspersed with 
burnished gold. The very sj)ikcs, that warned 
the passing bird from resting where no i>olliitiou 
might come, were of tliat precious metal. Oh ! 
how unlike was the im])erial spoiler, the dark de- 
stroyer of God's forsaken heritage, watching to 
seize his j)rey, to the angel, the bright though 
terrible angel, who once, on that very spot, 
stretched a drnwji sword over the threshing-floor 
of Araunab, towards the menaced city of Jeru- 
salem ! 'J'herc was a time when God himself 
vouchsafed to chastise his rebellious Israel : but 
now, direst of all calamities ! He had delivered 
them into the hands of men. 

There is an a])pearance of confusion in the nar- 
rative of Jose})hus, just at this point : it would 
seem as though some Jewish feeling, not utterly 
annihilated, had overpowered him at the momejit, 
when he recailled the scene where he had been, if 
not an actor, an acquiescent spectator ; when the 
Temple of the Louu, whither the tribes of Israel 
had been wont, for so many ages, to go u]) with 
songs of joy ar»d reverential praise, w^as stormed 
and destroyed by the savage hands of idolatrous 
Imrbarians. We gather, however, from his some- 
what confused and Imrried notice of the first 
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movements on that fatal day, that the Jews, en- 
couraged by seeing Titus retire into the tower, 
had only rested for a little space, during which 
the fire had crejit along, bursting out anew in the 
inner court, and then, hef )re morning dawned, 
they made another attack on the Kornans wdio 
occuj)ied the court of the Gentiles, and whose 
orders w'cre to extinguish every remaining spark 
of the recent conilagration. llegardless of the 
danger that tlireatened the holy house by this 
near approximation of the fire, the Jews broke 
forth, and, after a short conflict, were repulsed 
by the guard; who, pressing close upon their 
retreating steps, entered with them the (*onfines 
where Gentile foot was forbidden to tread, and 
fulfilled, not the will of their leader, hut the 
mighty ])urj)ose of the God of heaven. A soldier, 
“ hurried on by a certain divine fury,” snatched 
a blazing fragment from the surrounding ruin ; 
and being raised on the shoulders of a eomriide, 
he thrust it through the golden frame-work of a 
rich window', opening from the northern range of 
those chandlers that encircled the Temple. A few 
moments, and the flames hurst forth that told the 
fearful talc; the house itself, the holy and beautiful 
house was burning — the chosen place of the ha- 
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bitation of the Most High was wreathed in clouds 
— not as those whicli of old bes])okc the visible 
presence of Israel’s Almighty shield, but clouds 
of smoke, and sparkles of fire that i)roelaimed the 
arrival of the dreaded end. A terrible outcry 
burst from the agonized Jews ; they darted away 
from the battle, and surrounded the sacred build- 
ing, utterly reckless of their own lives, and united 
in one sole {)urpose — that of staying the flames. 
Meanwliile a messenger hastened to apprize Titus 
of this unexj)ected event, and immediately he was 
on his way to the sjiot, followed by his officers, 
and they by the whole army, who, in one tre- 
mendous rush, bore down all opposition, trampled 
on the .lews and on each other, and many fell, 
yelling with agony, into the burning mass of the 
ruined cloisters, tliere to ])erish unheeded : alto- 
gether was presented a spectacle of such demoniac 
fury, madness, and violence, that it surely seemed 
as though all hell w^ere called together to rejoice 
and revel over the awdul scene. 

In vain did Titus command, in vain did he 
threaten and imjdore ; in vain was each imagi- 
nable method tried by the agitated leaders to re- 
duce into something like subordination the mad- 
dened multitude so wisely trained to order and 
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obedience. Each legion was like a legion of evil 
sj>irits, intent only on perpetrating every possible 
outrage against that which, uninjured, would have 
enriched them all, while its destruction was a 
general loss. Each who could gain aee(*ss to the 
sanctuary was eager to lend his aid in ieeding the 
flame tliat now' w'rap])ed it round. Tlie altar 
was there, and piled on lu^aps on every si<le 
of it lay the slaughtered Jews. They could 
ofiier no other resistance than their bl(‘eding 
bodies to the polluting approach of those heathen 
spoilers; and so they wall(‘d it round, and fell 
in a great heap of slaughter al)Out it, and formed 
a pile u])on its top, and rolled in their gore upon 
the hallowed pavement, and covered, literally 
covered to a great depth, the whole surface of the 
mount of the Lord’s house. Not alone the 
armed men who were marslialled in its defence, 
but the poor famished citizens rushed into the 
press, and oftered their defenceless throats to the 
Roman knife, and died with arms outstretched 
towards the burning Temjde of the Lord. Zion 
awoke in all her streets, and in all her sorrowful 
houses, and looked forth in terror. Alas * alas ! 
the Lord who in the fire of his majesty descended 
on Sinai, and spake to their fathers, and gave 
them a covenant of peace — the Lord who had 
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oft, in tlie fire of liis glory, slionc nj)on Moriah, 
and with the hcaiitj’’ of his Shechinah brightness 
eaused the snnbeam to fade and disappear — the 
1-iORi) liad now kindled uj>on tlie holy hill the fire 
of his withering wrath ; and as tlie dark red flames 
shot np towards heaven, and the thiek blaek 
smoke streamed heavily along the twilight sky^ 
and tin* roar and rush of tlie crackling mass of 
fire at times ])revailed even above the roar and 
rush of infuriated armies, and the erics of dying 
men, Zion looked fortli from licr battlements, and 
knew that the crown had fallen from her head, 
and that her CloD had forsaken her. 

Terrible, most terrihle, was the scene ! The 
lugh elevation on which that holy house was 
]dant^‘d reudcTcd it visible from every cpiarter, and 
imagination may toil in vain (o grasp the horrors 
of that hour, ^iany in the city who were already 
so far gone in their last agonies of death by fa- 
mine tind ])est lence as to have been long time 
speechless, unclosed their ghastly li])s to utter an 
^ expiring outcry of lamentation and woe for he 
Jioiise of the Loud. The whole slope of Zion 
was overhung with faces, gazing, some in the stu- 
pefaction of horror, others distorted with anguish 
and rage, on the soul-haiTowing prospect. Was 
that the Tcinjile towards whose gleaming beauty 
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they were wont at early dawn to turn and pray ? 
Was that tlie consecrated spot within whose 
guarded precincts even tlie pagan nders of a tri- 
butary race presumed not to set a foot, hut 
humbly sent their costly gifts to be laid by 
Jewish hands wheresoever they saw meet to place 
them ? Fiercely and nion* fiercely still raged the 
spreading sea of fire, as the very iuncmiost recess, 
the holy of holies, now yielded to the burning 
fiame. There w^re strange deeds done in the 
midst of tlie lire. Some of the priests mounted the 
roof, and tearing thence the golden spikes, the 
bases of which were of lead, they shot them as 
arrows at the sacrilegious foe. IVo of the chief 
men among them, Meirus and Joseph, completed 
their work by casting themselves into the burning 
mass, deeming it a privilege to die by the fire that 
consumed the holy place. Titus and his fellows 
had forced their way to ihe inner sanctuary ere 
yet the destruction reached it, and caught a hasty 
view of the magnificence that mwer shoidd be 
theirs to lord it over. During the int(*nal, much 
spoil, however, was secured ; among the rest, the 
golden ciuidlestick, the table of shew-bread, and 
many costly vessels of gold, were seized, toge- 
ther with the sacred rolls, the oracles of God, to 
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adorn the barbarous triumph of the imperial ho- 
micides ; but from all the pollutions that it had 
undergone the house was purged by fire, and in 
that fire it was swallowed up. The very hill was 
heated to such a pitch as to scorch the bodies of 
the dying who covered the surface, trodden down 
by the enemy in masses ; the iron-bound shoes of 
the Itomans, witli their sharp nails, at once 
crushing and piercing the writhing heap over 
wliicli they ran to new slaughters. 

In the remaining cloister of the outer court, six 
thousatid peojde, chiefly women and children, had 
enclosed themselves, as a place of refuge. This 
building was at once set on fire by the savage sol- 
diery, who suflered not one of that large number 
to esea})e with life. The slaughter of that da> 
cannot be told, (‘ven such as was confined to tin* 
Mount Moriah alone; and when all was com- 
pleted, when none remained on whom to glut 
their ferocity, nor any min that they could farther 
deface by fire, — when the remnant of the garrison 
had retreated, with Simon and John their leaders, 
over the bridge that crossed the Tyroj)eon from 
the south-western corner of the Temple wall to 
Zion, — when the echoes of the mountains had 
ceased to reverberate with Judah’s terrible cries 
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of anguish, and despair^ and death, and the burn- 
ing lieat of the paved courts had been sonjewhat 
slaked by the blood that first flowed, then curdled 
and coagulated, blending in one hideous mass of 
gore the mangled bodies that formed its covering, 
— then the ahoinination of desolation was literally 
set u]) in tlie holy place. The soldiers brought 
their ensigns — choice objects of their impious 
worship ! — and j)lanted them where Solomon had 
spread forth his hands towards the Holy One of 
Israel, whose j)res(*nee then filled the house with 
a glory before which none could stand. Yes, in 
the sight of Zion, ])eneath the gaze of her agonized 
citizens, was this foul dishonour consummated. 
The Koinan eagles were set over-against the 
eastern gate, and incense was burned, and adora- 
tion )iaid to the senseless idols ; and again the 
mountain echoes awoke to send hack the thunder- 
ing shouts and acclamations of that heathen host, 
intoxicated with blood, and overburdened with 
spoil. 

Josephus was there. No greater condemnation 
can be written against liiin, and we add no com- 
ment on the words. 

There was one wall of the holy house still in- 
accessible to the enemy, and on it a company of 

II 2 
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tho ]>riosts remained for five da}'s, j)iniiig with 
famine, and ])rohabIy unmolested by the soldiers, 
that their sufferings might be prolonged. At the 
end of this tim(‘ they came down and besought 
merey of Titus, only asking that their lives might 
be s[)ared. The tyrant mockingly rei)licd that 
their time of ])ardon was over, that the very holy 
bouse on whose account only they could justly 
liojie to he })reserved, w^as destroyed, and that it 
was agreeal)l(‘ to their priestly office to perish 
with the house to which they belonged. Jle then 
ord(‘red them to be murdered. From this sj)ecch 
we are tempted to surmise that, had he succeeded 
ill jiresening the Temple, he would have com- 
pelled the Jewish priesthood to continue their 
service before the demons with whose filthy 
images he intended to pollute it. IIow' merciful 
then, in tlie midst of judgment, was the Holy 
One of Israel, who here, even here, in this terrible 
visitation of seemingly unmeasured wrath, so 
wrought for his great Name's sake that he would 
not giv(‘ over his ancient sanctuary, or his ancient 
people, to such blasjdiemous abominations. 

I^now remained for a parley to beheld between 
the Jew’ish commanders and the Homan conqueror. 
The bridge just before mentioned was the scene of 
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their conference, the former asking mercy ; the 
latter giving them a specimen of his oratorical 
abilities, lie began by vaunting the prowess of 
the Homans, intermingling his boasts with much 
abusive crimination of those whom he addressed; 
and ending a string of mean rej)roachcs by de- 
manding that they should lay down their anus, 
and surrender themselves to his mercy. To this 
they answered, that they were bound by an oatb 
never to do so ; but if he would j>ermit them, witli 
their wives and little ones, to go forth through his 
encompassing wall, they would repair to the de- 
sert, and leave the city to him. This proposal he 
scornfully r(*jected, and ordered the soldiers to 
burn and plunder the city. Acra alone wvas in their 
hands as yet, and here they destroyed the rej)osi- 
tory of the archives, the council-house, find what- 
ever remained to undergo a more perfect wreck ; 
but they gained not much plunder, the Jews hav- 
ing carried their more valuable effects into the 
upper city. Instead of being intimidated by the 
spectacle of the burning town, the ])eople put on 
cheerful countenances, saying that their miseries 
were now about to be terminated by death. Jose- 
phus tried again and again so to work on their 
fears, or so to excite their hopes, as to induce them 
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to surrender unconditionally ; but he was, as for- 
merly, met with taunts and well-deserved re- 
proaches. He revenges himself hy a fresh burst 
of accusations against his countrymen, whom he 
invariably represents as the veriest monsters of 
tyrannous cruelty against their partners in afflic- 
tion ; and as an apologetic preface, no doubt, to 
the enormities of his heathen allies, still to be de- 
tailed, he represents the destruction of the remain- 
ing Jews as an interposition to save them from 
wanton cannibalism ! 

Fain would we pass lightly over these harrowing 
particulars of the closing seem*. Ten days elaps- 
ed from the destruction of the Temple ere Titus 
could j)roceed to raise banks against the city of 
David; and then eighteen days’ labour was re- 
quired so far to complete them as to allow of plant- 
ing their engines. They were oj)posed to the last 
in these operations, but more faintly and by a 
diminished number ; for what heart could endure, 
or what hand be strong in the day when God 
was manifestly dealing with his offending people, 
and fulfilling upon them the denunciations with 
which they were familiar, though, while the lioly 
mount was uninjured,^hey could not believe that 
on them was the weight of the arrow to fall. Hi- 
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thcrto, one look towards the Lord’s house — 
our holy and heautiful house, where our fathers 
worshipped ”) — was sufficient to inspire every 
bosom with fresh ardour ; for even where the spi- 
rit of national devotion was not, the power of na- 
tional pride, and confidence in their peculiar j»ri- 
vileges, and the obstinate habit of reiterating the 
boast denounced by the jirophet, “ The evil shall 
not overtake nor j)revent us,” * all ])revailed to in- 
sj)ire them with resolution that nothing could 
([uell. But now, what saw they, when, habitually 
and involuntarily, they turned to the site of their 
glorious Tenij)le ? A mass of black and shaf)e- 
less ruin, from the midst of which arose the ac- 
cursed fumes of incense, probably the very in- 
cense stored for the service of the sanctuary, now 
burning before the idol abomination, the standard 
that was resired aloft to mock the desolation 
wrought by its w'orsbij)pers. No, the Jewish heart 
could not endure, the Jewish hand could not be 
strong, in so diirk a day of rebuke and blasphemy. 
Accordingly the survivors, who had laughed to 
scorn all that Borne could do, enclosed them- 
selves, some in the citadel, others in the subter- 
ranean viiults and cavehis, the entrances to which 


* Amos i'x. 10. 



248 


• JUDililA CAPTA. 


are now closed up, and hills of ruins heaped where 
the deepest gully of the interior pass then cleft 
the city in twain, between Zion and Ophel. A 
few only persevered in manning the walls, and 
obstructing the work of the enemy : these, elated 
by their recent triumplis, wrought cheerfully and 
energetically as men who have but one more feeble 
obstacle to surmount. 

It was upon the weaker part of the wall, which 
crested the 'J yroj)eon valley, that an impression 
w'as at length made. Titus had gained possession 
of Ophel wlien he took the Temple, and conse- 
quently was within that j)art of the ancient wall 
wdiich extended southward to the valley of Ilin- 
nom, and then stretched eastw ard as far as Siloam. 
Some of tlie slightiT towers in this partition wall 
gave way before his engines ; and had the garri- 
son retired to their impregnable strong-holds, 
Uip])icus, Mariamne, Phasaelus, and the other 
similar towers, they might still have bade defiance 
to the utmost power of the foe, and have held out 
while famine s])ared them; but a })anic seized 
them all, and on the raising of a false alarm 
that the w'cstern wall of Zion had fallen, they 
burst from the city, and madlyendcavoured to force 
a passage through the Roman w^all below Siloam. 
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Failing in this, they yielded to utter des])air, and 
fled to subterranean passages and caverns, per- 
haps to he again laid ojieii to the eyes of their 
descendants, when they who conic of them shall 
repair to Zion, to rebuild, to restore, to clothe 
in tenfold beauty, what (ieiitilcs have long tram- 
pled down, hut never have been ])crnnttcd to 
raise up. That blessing is reserved for Judah 
alone. 

, Thus, and not by the failure of its ancient de- 
fences, was Zion taken. The bills yet stood about 
Jcrusaleni, the towers and bnlw\arks of Zion still 
frowned defiance on the hostile band, and her jia- 
laces rose jirondly from the swelling ground, 
“ beautiful for situation as when the pious David 
laid their strong foundations in the rocky soil. 
But alas ! the Lord no longer stood around his 
people ; the Highest had forsaken them, the Sa- 
viour of Israel had been as a way-faring man that 
tarrieth but for a night and departeth. Scarcely 
could the Konian host believe that Judah’s arm 
had at length fallen powerless, and that the prey 
round which they had for months in fierce impa- 
tience vainly prowled, was theirs, and lay <le- 
fenceless at their mercy —Homan mercy ! Jose- 
phus says that the soldiers went in numbers 
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through the lanes of the city, slaying without mercy 
whomsoever they found. They broke into the 
stately palaces and noble mansions, and were 
driven thence by the loathsome discovery of their 
being treasure-houses of the dead ; their sj)acious 
aj)artments wer(* filled with corru])tiug bodies, for 
whom no offices of devout care due from the living 
to the de[)artcd, had been performed ; for whose 
withering remains no place of burial, no hands 
to bury tbem could be found. Neither this nor 
any other spectacle of human woe could move the 
iron hearts of those evil and cruel men ; they but- 
chered all who came within their grasp, set fire 
to the houses, and in the lower grounds actually 
saw those fires quenched by the streams of human 
blood that flowed down upon them. The ways of 
Zion mourned, for her sons and her daughters, 
the old man and the suckling Yell in one mass of 
indiscriminate carnage. Titus, the clement Titus, 
as history loves to call him, cordially sanctioned 
this diabolical cruelty, amusing himself the while 
by inspecting the impregnable towers which he 
confessed he never could have overthrown, by means 
of men or of machinery ; acknowledging that to the 
last despairing sally of the self-devoted Jews he 
owed his conquest. 
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When the soldiers were entirely fatigued with 
slaughter, and desired rest, the hapless remnant of 
Zion were subjected to the further anguish of 
being eondueted to the courts of the Temple, 
paved as it was with death, aiid fearfully dese- 
crated by idol worship. Here a riifhan, named 
Fronto, was deputed to decide the doom of all. 
The old men were butchered, together w ith all such 
as, by mutual or other accusation, could be jiointed 
4ut as having contributed to the defence. A num- 
ber of the goodliest young men w ere reserved for 
the tyrant’s triumph in Koine. Of those above se- 
venteen years old, he sent one numerous portion to 
the Egyj>tian mines, to suffer more, far more than 
ever did their fathers in the land of their first 
oppression ; many others were sent into the i)ro- 
vinces, ‘ as a j)resent to them,’ says the shameless 
apostate Josephus, ‘ that they might be destroyed 
upon their theatres, by the sw'ord, and by wild 
beasts ; but those tlmt were under seventeen years 
of age were sold for slaves. Nowr, during the days 
when Fronto was distinguishing these men, there 
perished, for want of food, eleven thousand : some 
of w'hich did not taste any food through the hatred 
their guards bore to them ; and others would not 
take any when it was given them.’* The heart- 
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less relator does not add that these last were but 
obeying one of the strictest precepts of their divine 
law, in rejecting the unclean, j)olluted oifal that 
the blood>stained hands of their heathen murder- 
ers tendered ; offered, pro])ably, before their faces 
to the idols that stood in the holy place. 

lie then tells us that the extraordinary number 
of those shut n[) in the siege was owing to the 
circumstance of the army closing upon them 
during the days of unlcaA'cncd bread, when 
all the males were assembled there. This pro- 
duced famine, pestilence, and all the dreadful ag- 
gravations of suffering that we have been compel- 
led to contemj)Iate ; as it also mournfully marks 
the withdrawal from them of the mercy which had 
decreed and jnomised that while they remained 
true to their covenant with the Eternal, no man 
should desire their land, or take advantage of their 
absence during the solemn assemblies in Jerusa- 
lem. Under any other circumstances, the state- 
ment would be incredible that sets forth the 
greatness of the multitude who perished in and 
after this fearful siege ; but this explains and con- 
tirms it. 

Simon and John concealed themselves until 
hunger compelled them to sue for mercy : the lat- 
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ter was condemned to perpetual iiiijirisonnicnt, 
wliich, under such gaolers, coidd not he of verv 
long continuance ; and Simon was reserved to drag 
his chains after the triumphal car of the haughty 
Roman, and then to be tortured to death in the 
streets of the imperial city, vvhile the conqueror 
paused in his march until the base and cow'ardly 
deed w'as done. Having left none in Jerusalem to 
slaughter, nor more j)lunder to seize, Titus com- 
manded the ruins of tlie Temple to be entirely de- 
molished, with those of tin* city, leaving only the 
towers of rhasaelus,Ilip|)ieus, and Mariamne, with 
a portion of the western wall, standing. He then 
celebrated a great sacrifice* to his demons, feasted, 
flattered, decorated, and otherwise rewarded his 
followers in proportion to the sanguinary fame tliat 
they had won, and departed. 
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Shall \vi* follow the imperial savai|;e on his 
homeward way, with the sad remnant of Zion’s 
eajitive eliildren ? He repaired to the place 
whence he s(‘t forth, Ciesarea; and the birthday 
of his brother Domitiaii shortly after oecurring, 
he celebrated it, after what Josej)hus calls a 
splendid manner, by inflicting, in his honour, a 
portion of the cruelties reserved for the hel])less 
and inoifensive Jews : for, he it ever borne in 
mind, they had already put to death all whom 
they could accuse of having in any way resisted 
their arms, and those who remained alive were 
the men and matrons, the youths and virgins of 
Israel, captured in the city of David, wdiere, ac- 
cording to Josephus liimself, they w^ere compelled 
to remain by the party whom he calls seditious ; 
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and who all, except John and Simon, had been 
slaughtered. Of these most pitiable victims, the 
clement Titus took more than two thousand live 
hundred, and on this day caused them to he slain 
by fighting with wild beasts, or with each other, 
or being burnt alive, or in some other horrible 
way : for Josephus remarks, “ Yet did all this 
seem to the Romans, when they wTre thus de- 
stroyed, ten thousand several ways, to b(‘ a ]>im- 
ishment beneath their deserts.” Upon his father s 
birthday, shortly after, at Rerytus, another and 
a greater multitude of the captives were, by the 
sanu* inercifnl Titus, in like manner tortured to 
death. At Antioch most cruel and terrible enor- 
mities were committed against the peaceable Jew- 
ish inhabitants, on charges that were afterwards 
proved to he false. Among these outrage's, the 
forcible abolition of their sabbath was resorted to ; 
and such as would not sacrifice to idols, which 
included nearly the whole body, were on one oc- 
casion })ut to death. This was done by a (.Ireek 
tyrant, l)y means of Roman soldiers, whom Titus 
sent to him for the purpose. The progress of the 
prince through Syria was inark(*d by numerous 
halts at all the chief cities, wdicrc he constantly 
regaled the inhabitants with the spectacle of tor- 
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turcd, mangled Jews. AfttT rejecting, in his 
royal caprice, the application of the people of 
iViitioch against the Hebrews still remaining 
among them, he jiro(‘eeded ; and in his circuitous 
march, again j)assed ])y Jerusalem, where once 
more the army made a brief hut diligent search 
among the gory ruins for any treasure that might 
remain ; and some they dug up. 

Titus came to Koine. It is altogether sicken- 
ing to read the description, as penned by this 
unworthy, this contempt ihle sycophant, Jose- 
phus, of his ovation there. The arch of Titus 
stands a frowning monument of what has been, a 
stern attestor of wdiat, in the course of divine re- 
tribution, is yet to come. Hoisted on high, in a 
gorgeous car of triuirnih, the jiroud destroyers, 
father and son, received the homage of a jicople, 
concerning whom it may truly be said that they 
and their rulers were worthy of each other. There 
was a sjilendid show, including all that art or 
arms could bring together, wdth many images of 
the demons worshipped by Home ; and pietiues 
of sacked towns, and burning palaces, and smiling 
landscajies turned into utter desolation; and every 
calamity that had befallen the laud and the people 
of Israel during this dreadful war. But this was 
C 
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not all a j)ictorial illusion ; for on the summit of 
each representative group was j)laecil the liighcst 
in coininaiid among the sllrvi^illg caj)tives, re- 
served to torture and to death, as the recompense 
of his courageous patriotism. 

But how was the rear of these sad trojihies 
brought II j)? The spoils of (‘very other land and city 
sank into notliingness before the grandeur and the 
worth of wliat eame last. The golden eaudlestick 
with its seven bright lamps, that had shed their 
lustre on the walls of thy glorious Temple, C) 
Jerusalem I the golden tabh', reserved for the 
shew-bread, that also dwelt within that hallowed 
sanctuary ; and, greatest of all — of worth more 
])rccious than the whole material globe, the Law, 
the living word of the Most High (loil, wrap[)ed 
in its richest coverings, and borne as a tro])hy, 
the worth of whieh could only be estimated by 
the anguish of those wJio saw' it rent from its 
sacred rejiository. The captives of Judah were 
there, but the conscience-stricken Josephus says 
nothing of them, save that among them, Siino 
was led, with a rope about his head, violently 
drawn and deliberately tortured a.> he w'ent along; 
till, arriving at the forum, his miseries were ter- 
minated by a bloody death ; on the oHicial inti- 
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mation of which to the imperial rulers, the sacri- 
fices of thankfulness commenced, (*' the things 
which the heathen sacrifice, they sacrifice unto 
devils, not unto God,”) prayers were offered to 
those who had ears and heard not ; the populace 
were feasted ; and the memory of their disastrous 
work of desolation was decreed to be perpetuated 
in a coin, of wliich many specimens remain to 
this day, sadly attesting the reality and the pro- 
longed continuance of Judaea’s desolate captivity. 

We hasten to turn from this scene of proud 
pomp, and sanguinary cruelty, and debasing 
idolatry ; from the seven-hilled city, ruling over 
the kings of the earth ; from Home, tlie un- 
changed and unchangeable eiieniy of God and his 
people ; TIome, the daughter of llabylon, that is 
to be destroyed, even as she, in all lu'r changes 
of government and religion, has been the uni- 
versal destroyer : — we leave her to bide her time, 
assured tliat the judgment of God overhangs her 
infamous fanes, and temples of impenitent ido- 
latry, to seek once more the blighted hills and 
deserted })lains of Judma. Is this Jerusalem? 
Alas, 

“ How doth the city sit solitary that was full 
of people ! • 
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“ How is she become as a widow, she that was 
great among nations !” 

Shall we take our seat upon the springing grass 
that scantily begins to sprout, where the fire of 
the departing legion, burning their now useless 
camp, ran up the slope of the mount, destroyed 
the verdant blade, and scorched the olive branches 
that had not been spared in the general wreck, 
but for the luxurious shade that they afforded fo 
wjeary and baffled, and irritated soldiers ? They 
are gone, and, too richly fertilized by the life- 
blood of many a victim, slaughtered here in the 
first fiery conflict, and subsequently in the wan- 
ton malice of revenge, the soil has begun to put 
forth its vegetation ; yet timidly, tardily, ami as 
though fearing that the iron hand of hostile men 
would again suddenly crush it. 

The loneliness of the spot is fearful, for it is 
not the loneliness of some retired and solitary hill, 
where the busy hum of population has never in- 
truded ; where the mountain kid has browsed, 
and the light gazelle has bounded, and the wild 
coney burrowed, and the birds have made tlieir 
nests undisturbed, and sung among the branches ; 
no, it is the loneliness of death, the harsh reign 
of stern and vengeful desolation. Of all that ren- 

. s 2 
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dercd Zicm tlic joy of the whole earth, of all that 
marked Jerusalem as tlie city of the Great King, 
of all that ravished the eyes of the ascending 
tribes, when in festal pomp they came up to keep 
holiday in the courts of the Lord’s house, what 
now remains ? Far oft‘, at the 0})posite wTstern 
extremity of the city, a portion of the wall is 
seen ; it had been left standing as a shelter to 
the legion who, for a space, were commanded to 
encainj) witliout it ; keeping guard, as though the 
very gliost of slaughtered Israel might rise and 
re-oeeupy the beloved city. At one point rises a 
massi\e tower, that of llippieus, and nearer to 
the <‘\e another, and another yet, tliri'i* melan- 
(•holy watchers looking down ui)on their dead. 
This, and this only remains of the tumultuous 
city of israefs solemnities. All beside is one 
confused, undistinguished ruin ; hut such a ruin ! 
the very stones of Zion, disjointed, broken, and 
hurled on iieaps, are statelier than the palaces of 
other lands. Immense in size, of alabaster wdnte- 
ness, polished, and gleaming beneath the burning 
ray, they are so beautiful that the eye is not 
satistied with gazing, nor the heart weary of ask- 
ing, who did, who could accomplish such an 
overt hroAV? Nigh unto the foot of this rnoun- 
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tain, the graceful Olivet, rises a platform, the 
sj-mmctrical proportions of which cannot wholly 
l)c concealed, though fragments of mighty di- 
mensions, wdiere black charcoal intermingles 
with the dazzling white of their pure marble, 
and fitful gleams betray that a strip of bur- 
nished gold has here and there escaped tlie 
plunderer’s eye, and is now perchanci* washed 
by the kindly rain-drops from the coating gore 
tjiat long disguised it, form a hcaj) more strange 
and wild than in other cpiarters : and down, down 
into what must erewhilc have been a valley of 
considerable* depth, and where a streamlet evi- 
dently wandered, have been hurled such wrecks 
as nould rebuild a city of jialaces, rising almost 
to a level with the lofty site of what once was tin* 
Temple of tlu? God of the whole earth. 

And while we gaze the loneliness is broken, 
for from beneath the temporary caverns formed 
by shattered columns and prostrate arches, peers 
forth the beast of prey, darting from one dark 
recess to another, with the short rude growl that 
speaks of imwelcomi; disturbance, perchance from 
a stronger or fiercer than himself. Alas ! beneath 
those mighty wrecks of architecture there still 
remain the lingering relics of human flesh and 
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lione, to tempt the jackal, and the wolf, and the lion 
from Jordan’s swell, to prowl amid the desolations 
that man, more savage, has prepared for them to 
dwell in ; and there they have found shelter, and 
there in a royal and a hallowed den they have 
already brought forth their young. The vulture, 
long accustomed to follow the march of the Ho- 
man caterer, is even yet wdiceling round, above 
these few, scathed olives, with a screaming in- 
quiry whether more prey is at hand; and the 
cormorant, the bittern, and the owl, cry out from 
the window s of those desolate towers, that they 
alone dwell there. 

The city is utterly broken, her ancient land- 
marks are destroyed. Builders may come to re- 
j)air the ruin, and credulous superstition may lay 
her finger on conjectured sites, and say, Here 
will I build me a church, and there will I raise a 
monument, and over such a spot shall au inscrip- 
tion be graven hut all is idle, all is folly and 
vanity. Zion, Jerusalem, Moriah,— these shall 
stand, distinct and utterly incapable of oblitera- 
tion by all that man can do. The valley of Je- 
hoshaphat shall sink, the Mount of Olives shall 
ris(s and the w'aters of Siloam shall go softly, 
through the lapse of ages during which the land 
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must enjoy her Sabbaths, and Jerusalem be 
trodden under foot by Gentile usurj)ation ; but 
beyond these p:rand, these everlasting outlines, 
man must be (?ontent to grope his way by did)ious 
guess-work, and to form devices that shall end in 
nothing. Jerusalem must become the spoil of 
many nations ; she may pass from the clutch of 
a heathen Homan emperor into that of a nomi- 
nally Christian Greek : she may be seized by the 
bold Saracen, then rent from him by Home, the wolf 
of old, now mantled in shcci)skin, and masked 
under another name, but not one whit less 
bloodily wolfish than of yore ; then re-conquered 
by the wild sons of Ishmael ; then snatched for a 
little space by Eg^q)t, and relinquished again. 
She may be trodden down of other masters yet, 
and the banners of all nations may wave on her 
diminished walls, but the city of God she has 
never been, she shall never be, till her warfare is 
accornidished, her iniquity j)ardoned, and the 
Redeemer, her own Messiah, comes to reign over 
the restored tribes of her inheritance ; for. 

Thus saith the Lord God : 

“ Remove the diade^m, and take off the crown ; 

** This shall not be the same : 

Exalt him that is low, and abase him that is 
high. 
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I will overturn, overturn, overturn it ; 

And it shall he no more, until lie come whose 
right it is ; 

“ And I will give it TIim.”* 

The overturning has not ceased ; nay, it is in 
full operation now, and the horns that have scat- 
tered Judah are piishing in all directions in this 
our day. They that have robhi‘d him, tliey that 
have persecuted him, they that have made them- 
selves drunk with his blood, and kept him a 
homeless wandenT on the world's surfaee, while 
they fought for the ]>rize of his desolate land and 
ruined cities, — these, as nations, live and are 
mighty still. The hour of their judgment is not 
come ; the carpenters who sire to frsiy tlu‘ liorns 
have not been rev(*aled ; the dry hones of Israel, 
though greatly stirred, and in some degree united, 
with growing sinews and deepening flesh, have 
not yet received life to stand on their f(‘('t find to 
go forward. Till this takes place, till tlie times 
of the Gentiles he fulfilled, and the set time for 
the Lord to favour Zion he fully come, vain are 
man’s conjectures, and vain will be his plans. 
Can he fertilize the barren soil, and turn the 
dry land into springs of w'ater? If so, let 
* Ezek. xxi. 26, 27. 
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him proceed, and tliere set the hunp;ry, and build 
them cities to dwell in. Ihit he cannot ; it is the 
prerogative of the Omnipotent arm that hath 
smitten and scattered to bind u]> and re-assenihle 
the flock of his ancient pasture, the lost sheej) of 
the house of Israel ! 

They know this, and (hey put no confidence in 
man’s devices for their w(‘al ; they wait for a 
signal from al)ove, for which wc also profess to 
wait, even the manifestation of Messiah, their 
King. Thus they pray : “ O comfort the mourn- 
ers of Jerusalem, who wait for thy redemption 
and salvation ; turn the caj)tivity of the (diildreu 
of Israel, and let the Hedeeiner come to Zion !'’ 

Not a throat recorded in the twenty-sixth chap- 
ter of the Hook of Leviticus, from the fourteenth 
verse to the fortieth, hut has been, and still is, 
literally fulfilled upon the people and on the land 
of Israel. AVJio shall dare to pause at tliis point, 
and not proceed as the Lord ))roceeds, in the 
same breath, on the same subject, and with the 
sami* literal signifieancy '! If they shall confess 
their inicpiity, and the inicpiity of their fathers, 
with their trespass which they trespass(?d against 
me, and that also they have walked contrary unto * 
me, and that I also have walked contrary unto 
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them, and have brought them into the land of 
their enemies, — if then their uncircumcised hearts 
he liumbled, and they then accept of the punish- 
ment of their iiiifpiitv ; then will I remember 
my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant 
with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abra- 
ham will I remember, and I will remember the 
land. Th(‘ land also shall be left of them, 
and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth de- 
solate without them ; and they shall accept of the 
punishment of their iniquity, because, even be- 
cause they despised my judgments, and because 
their soul abhorred my statutes. And yet for all 
that, w'hen they be in the land of their enemies, 
I will not cast them away, neither will I abhor 
them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my 
covenant with them, for 1 am the Lord their 
God. But I will for their sakes remember the 
covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth 
out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the hea- 
then, that I might be their God. I am the Lord.” 

Again, in the twenty-eighth chai)ter of the 
Bpok of Deuteronomy, from the fifteenth verse to 
the end, the afflictions that should overtake the 
people when once they had provoked the Lord 
to pour upon them the full cup of wrath, are de- 
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tailed in language that makes the heart of man 
quail while hel is tens to it : every pjirtieular even 
of the final siege, and of the terrible doom of the 
captives, offered for sale to their enemies in such 
numbers that buyers could not be found, which 
was the case wh(*n tlie liornans prevailed over 
them. Ill the thirtieth chapter, from the first to 
the tenth verses, the promise of final blessing is 
given. Who shall reverse it? Who shall say 
that Israel, sinning nationally, punished nation- 
ally, scattiTcd nationally, and by an amazing mi- 
racle nationally presei^Td, shall not as a nation 
receive the fulfilment of what is here set forth ? 
“ And it shall come to pass, when all these things 
are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, 
which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call 
them to mind among all the nations whither the 
Lord tliy God hath driven thee, and shalt return 
unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice 
according to all that 1 command thee tliis day, 
thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul ; that then the Lord thy God 
will turn thy captivity, and will have compassion 
upon thee, and will return and gather thee from 
all the nations whither the Lord thy God hath 
scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out into 
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the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the 
Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will 
he fetch thee ; and the Lord thy God will bring 
thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, 
and thou shalt ])()ssess it ; and he will do thee 
good, and multiply tliee above thy fiithcrs. And 
the Lord fhy God will circumcise thine heart, 
and the heart of thy seed, to love the Loud thy 
firod with all thine heart and wdth all thy soul, 
that thou niayest live. And the Lord thy Gojfl 
will put all th(‘se curses upon thine enemies, and 
on them that hated thee, which persecuted thee. 
And thou slialt return and obey the voice of the 
Lord, and do all his commandments which 1 
command thee this dfiy. And the Lord thy 
God will make thee plenteous in every work of 
thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the 
fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, 
for good ; for the Lord will again rejoice over 
thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers, if 
thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to keep his commandments and his 
statutes, which are wTitten in this book of the 
law, and if thou turn unto the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and wdth all thy soul.” 

There is no dubiousness here. In both in- 



VISIHI.E FULFILMENT. 


269 


stances, the wrath that was threatened perfectly 
describes, with historical exactness, not only what 
the annals of Gentile lands declare to have been 
done iij)on J\ulah and Jerusalein at and after the 
last siege of the city by Titus, hut also what in 
our own day we si‘e to be in most ])arts of the 
world the actual condition of the ])eo|)le ; while 
the desolation of the land, and the ruined as- 
I>cct of the eity, — Zion jdoughed like a field, Je- 
rjisalem heeome heai)S, and the mountain of the 
Loud's house as a high place of the forest, — are 
t(’stific(l by eye witnesses, and ha\e heiui beheld 
l)V not a few of ourselves, lii both instances 
this w rath is described as being followed by re- 
])ciitance and a turning to the Loud on the j)art 
ol’ the whole house of Judah and of Israel com- 
bined ; the pardoning mercy of their God, and a 
full restitution to all the i)ri\ileges that of old 
were theirs, including the covenanted grant of the 
fruitful land, which remains barrcii atid waste as 
an a))poiuted sign that Israel is Jiot yet forgiven 
and “ sit hand to come.” Strange indeed is the 
ingenuity that can, and far too daring is the bold- 
ness that will, attem])t to ex])lain away what God 
hath not only sj)oken but still confirms by great 
signs and wonders before us, by the truly miracu- 
6 
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lous preservation of the Jewish people, sifted 
among all nations, yet never mingled with any ; 
retaining the seal of the covenant ; keeping un- 
changed their sabbath days ; and observing their 
peculiar ordinances, even now in many places, and 
sometimes everywhere, at the hazard of their lives. 
Not to dwell on the no less miraculous fact, that 
a land the richest in the whole world has never 
been brought into cultivation by any of the various 
lords who, through eighteen centuries, have suc- 
cessively been permitted to rule over it. It has 
been oft(;n remarked that infidelity is the highest 
stretch of credulity, and in reference to this sub- 
ject we must needs acknowledge that so it ap- 
pears. The man who in the face of all this evi- 
dence asserts that the Jewish people are not to 
be nationally restored, implies that what God 
hath spoken He will not so perform ; and he who 
admits that daring negation is credulous enough 
to believe anything. 
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Til ERF. is not a more touching passage in tlie 
Jewisli service-books, wliich amount to several 
volumes, than one of tlie mournful chants aj)- 
poiuted for the ninth day of Ah. It w^ill pro- 
' bably be new to the greater part of our readers ; 
for our ignorance of what j)asses in the syna- 
gogues, and among the Jew^s generally, is pro- 
found. Were it otherwise, we might perhaps at- 
tain to a more scriptural understanding of their 
position in reference to other things ; but we pass 
on to give the poetical antithesis, which loses 
much, very much, by its transmutation into ano- 
ther tongue from the majestic Hebrew of the 
original. 

“ Joy as fire burnt within me, when I reflected 
on my going forth from Egypt ; 
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But now 1 am awakened to lamentation, when 
1 rememher my going forth from Jerusalem. 

“ Then Moses sang the song which shall never 
he forgott(!n, when 1 came forth from Egypt ; 

“ But Jeremiah lam(‘nted with sorrow, lamen- 
tation, and woe, wlieii 1 went forth from Jeru- 
salem. 

“ My house was prepared, and the cloud abode 
thereon, when 1 earne forth from Egyj)t ; 

“ But the wrath of God r(‘sted on me as a cloud 
when I went forth from Jerusalem. 

“ The waves of the sea roared, and stood up as 
a wall, when 1 came iorth from Egypt; 

“ But the waters overllowed my head, and 
overwhelmed me, when I went forth from Jeru- 
salem. 

“ Corn descended from heav(*n, and the rock 
issued forth water, when 1 came Ibrth from 
Egj'pt; 

“ But 1 was satiated with wormw^ood and gall, 
and hitter waters, when 1 went forth from Jeru- 
salem. 

“ 1 arose early and continued until even, 
around Mount lloreb, when I came forth from 
Egypt ; 
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But I was called to mourn by the waters of 
Babylon when I went forth from Jenisaloin. 

“ The glory of the Lord was visible as a con- 
suming fire before me wheu I came fortli from 
Egypt ; 

‘‘ But I was doomed to slaughter by the 
sharpened sword when I went forth from Jeru- 
salem. 

“ Sacrilice, moat-oifering, and the anointing oil, 
were prej)are(l, wlu'ii I came forth from Egypt ; 

“ But the peculiar people were taken and led 
as sheej) to the slaughter, when I went forth from 
Jerusalem. 

“ Sabbaths and festivals were instituted, signs 
and wonders performed, when I came forth from 
Egyirt: 

** But fasting, mourning, and vexatious 'pur- 
suit, when 1 went forth from Jerusalem. 

How goodly were the tents, and the four 
standards, when I came forth from Egypt ! 

But it was the tents of Ishmaelites, and the 
camps of the uncircumcised, when I went forth 
from Jerusalem. 

“ The jubilee and year of release for the land to 
rest were instituted when I came forth from 
EgjTt; 

T 
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" But I was sold for ages, and cut off with se- 
verity, when I went forth from Jerusalem. 

“ The mercy-seat, ark, and tlic stones of me- 
morial, were prc])ared, when I came forth from 
Egypt ; 

“ But sling-stones, and destructive weapons, 
wlien 1 went forth from Jerusalem. 

There wen* Levites, priests, and seventy 
ciders, when I came forth from Egypt ; 

“ But taskmasters, oj)pressors, sellers, and buy- 
ers, when I went forth from Jerusalem. 

Moses fed me, and Aaron led me, when I 
came forth from Egypt ; 

“ But Nebuchadnezzar and the Emperor Hadrian 
o])prcssed me, when 1 went forth from Jerusalem. 

“ When we ]irepared for battle the Lord W7is 
there, when I cairuj forth from Egypt. 

“ But He was removed far from us, and was 
not near us, when I went forth from Jerusalem. 

“ The secret place within the veil, and the 
order of shew-bread, when I came forth from 
Egypt ; 

But wrath poured on me, covered me as a 
thicket, when I went forth from Jerusalem. 

“ Burnt offerings, peace offerings, and sacrifices 
by fire for a sweet savour, when I came forth from 
Egypt ; 
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But the precious children of Zion were thrust 
through with the sword, when I went forth from 
Jerusalem. 

Bonnets of honour were appointed to be worn 
for respect when T came forth from Kgyi»t ; 

“ But it w^as hissing, shouting, shame and vex- 
ation tliat J experienced when I w^ent forth from 
Jerusjilem. 

The plate of gold, with dominion and power, 
were conferred on me, when I came forth from 
; 

“ But there was none to help, and the crown 
was down, wlnni I went forth from Jonisalcin. 

“ Sanctification, the spirit of prophecy, and the 
tremendous Divine presence, was 1 blessed with 
when I came forth from Egypt ; 

“ But filthy and polluted witli the unclean 
spirit was 1/ when I went forth from Jerusalem. 

I had song, salvation, and the sounding 
trumpets, when 1 came forth from Egypt ; 

“ But the cries of the children, and the groans 
of the wounded, when I went forth from Jeru- 
salem. 

“ The table, candlestick, whole burnt o{ferings 
and incense, when I came forth from Egy})t ; 

T 2 
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“ But idols, abominations, and graven images, 
when I went forth from Jerusalem. 

“ Thanksgiving offerings, the testimony, and 
the order of temple service, when I came forth 
from Egypt ; 

But the want of the Talmud, and the dis- 
continuance of the daily sacrifice, when I went 
forth from Jerusalem. 

“ The Lord God of Ilosts showed us won- 
ders, when I came forth from Egypt ; 

“ And He will cause his Divine presence, and 
his service, to return to the midst of Jerusalem. 

How dearly do the children of Israel cleave to 
the promise of future restoration ! It was upper- 
most in the thoughts of their brethren, who, fore- 
warned of the desolations that should come on the 
city and the Temple, and the land, still made it 
the subject of the very last inquiry that they were 
permitted to address to their Divine Master upon 
earth : “ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel The answer was in the 
spirit of the prophetic word, though it tarry, 
wait for it for Jesus replied, It is not for you 
to know the times and the seasons which my Fa- 
ther hath put in his own power.” Yet, in despite 
even of this testimony, we often hear the Jew con- 
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demncd as a carnal speculatist, because he confi- 
dently looks forward to the same event, not know- 
ing the time or the season, but perfectly ctM’tain 
that they are decreed and settled, and will arrive 
at the end of the appointed days. 

The desolation, the utter destruction of the" 
Temple, is a most striking incident indeed when 
we look back to the time of Ezra, and glance 
along the term of its duration. Ezra says, And 
the elders of the Jews builded, and they prosper- 
ed through the prophesying of Ilaggai the pro- 
phet, and Zechariah, the son of Iddo.’ Ilaggai's 
language is exceedingly beautiful, calculated above 
measure to stimulate and encourage bis enterpris- 
ing brethren : 

“ Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, 

" And build the house ; and I will take plea- 
sure in it. 

And I will be glorified, saith the Lord.” 

And again, in the same magnificent strain, he 
predicts the result : 

“ Who is left among you 
“ That saw this house 
" In her first glory ? , 

“ And how do ye see it now ? 

Is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as 
nothing ? 
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“ Y(*t now be strong, O Zcrubbabel, saitli tlie 
Lord ; 

“ And be strong, O Joshua, the son of Josedech 
the high priest ; 

“ And be strong, all ye people of the land, saith 
the Loud, and work : 

“ For I am with yon, saith the Lord of hosts : 

“ According to the word that I covenanted with 
yon. 

“ Mlien ye came ont of Egypt, 

So my spirit remaineth among you : 

“ Fear ye not. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts ; 

“ Yet once, it is a little while. 

And 1 will shake the heavens, and the earth, 

“ And the sea, and the dry land ; 

“ And 1 will shake all nations, 

“And the desire of all nations shall come : 

“ And I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
Lord of liosts. 

“ The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 

“ Saith the Lord of hosts : 

“ The glory of this latter house shall be greater 
than of the former, 

“ Saith the Lord of hosts : 

“ And in this place will 1 give peace, 

“ Saith the Lord of hosts.” 
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Tlic heart trembles in reading such words, and 
faints to think that it was upon this same sacred 
lionse, whicli the Lord deigned so to encourage 
his servants to build, the fire of desolation was 
kindled, and the abominable pollution of the 
grossest heathen idolatr}" was p(‘r])etrated amidst 
its ruins : and that now, after tlu* jdoughshare 
had torn up its foundations, a Moslem mos(|ue 
occupies the hallowed site. Did then the word 
gf the Lord fail ? We know that there was no 
visible manifestation of the Divine presence as in 
the former house, tlie chief glory of which was in 
the Sheckinah, the bright cloud that rested on the 
mercy-seat, and at times had filled the whole 
building. N(*ithcr was there the ark of the 
covenant, nor the tables of the Law, nor Aaron’s 
budded rod, nor the pot of manna, the angel’s food 
with which lie fed his people in the wilderness. 
How, then, was the glory of that house made 
to surpass the glory of the former ? How did the 
Lord in an especial manner give pence, where war, 
the fiercest, bloodiest, most dreadfully destructive 
war that ever raged among men, sent rivers of 
blood over the ruins of that goodly house? 
There is not, there cannot be any answer to 
this, save in rcj)eating that One greater thaif 
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the Temple, greater than Solomon who bnilded 
the first and most glorious Temple, was there. 
That the Desire of all nations, the Prince of peace, 
came with the offer of peace, and would have ga- 
thered Jerusalem’s children into a secure hiding- 
place from every enemy, even when the Roman 
had already establislied his iron rule upon her sa- 
cred Jiills. From the eiglith day of Jiis infancy, 
when Simeon and Anna welcomed him, “ the glory 
of his peo])le Israel,” unto tliat holy habitation, 
even to tlie eve of his cruel betra}al and more 
cruel deatl), that Temple was the loved resort of 
Israel’s acknowledged Messiah ; and by his pre- 
sence it was glorified beyond all former glory, and 
in its courts lie taught his doctrine, and be- 
stowed the gift of peace. Ilis Name is made 
hateful to the Jews through the abominable 
idolatries, the murders, the profanations of holy 
places and holy things, and the iniquitous perse- 
cutions that have been hea])ed upon themselves, 
under the false assumption of that name by evil 
men ; and the bringing in of equally evil systems 
under the same false pretence ; so that the plain- 
est meaning of their own prophetic books is set 
^aside rather than they will acknowledge that they 
point to what is presented before their eyes as 



MISCHIEVOUS ERRORS. 


281 


Christianity. Do we condeinii them for thus turn- 
ing away from a portion of the Divine revelation ? 
Let us also fear, lest many among ourselves be 
found involved in the same charge ; for, assured- 
ly, there is nothing more clearly, more forcibly, 
more unequivocally set forth in scripture than is 
the eternal, immutable promise of the Most High 
to bring hack the nation of Israel, to cause them, 
as such, again to inherit the places now long de- 
solate, and to fulfil to the letter, no less than in 
its spiritual signification, the covenant ratified to 
Abraham concerning the gift of the land of Ca- 
naan to his descendants for ever. Sjnritualize as 
we may, in reference to the Old T(*stamcnt pro- 
phecies, we cannot, as Christians, evade the force 
of the apostle s exposition of them in the eleventh 
chapter of his epistle to the lioirians. On the 
continent, the impression prevails that it is an in- 
tegral part of (yhristianity to hate and to perse- 
cute the Jew ; here, w^here all odious and cmel 
prejudice against them is rai)idly dying away, they 
find that tlie great test of religious zeal on their 
behalf appears to be the earnest desire to rob them 
of their nationality, and to blend them !n an un- 
distinguished mass with the Gentiles around them ; 
while at the same time that we press on them 
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the saving truth of their Messiah having once 
a})peared as a victim, to put away sin by the of- 
fering of himself, we dispute another sacred and 
inseparable truth held firmly, in strong faith and 
enduring hoj)e, by them, that the Messiah shall 
yet again come, in visilde glory, as a King over all 
tlic cartli, and more es])ccially as the King of Is- 
rael, to reign. Tlic old divines among us wxtc 
fond of the saying, No cross, no crow'u our 
creed, as held up to the Jews, appears to consist 
in the assertion, “ A cross, hut no crown.” 

Blessed he the Loud God of Israel ! the num- 
ber of those who remain under this impression is 
daily diminishing, and the clear, strong, jnercing 
light of revelation is shining more and more 
througli breaking clouds ; soon to roll away, and 
leave its lustre unimjieded. There was, we freely 
admit, a need for the spreading of this vail over 
the nations ; for without it, how should the 
scriptures have been fulfilled, that decreed to 
Judah a lot of universal sorrow, and shame, and 
obloquy? IIow could the people of the Lord 
have become an astonishment, a proverb, and 
a by -word among all nations how coidd it have 
been that among the nations they should find no 
ease, neither the sole of their foot have had any 
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rest ; but a trembling of heart, and failing of eyes, 
and sorrow of mind, and none assurance of life, from 
generation to generation, bad not th(‘ predicted 
delusion fallen upon the Gentile world to say, 
“ The two families which the Lord hatli chosen, 
he hath even cast them off?” Ihit for tliis, 
Christians in every age would have combined 
their efforts to bring about the work of restora- 
tion before the set tim*c w^as evem approaching ; 
oind the outcast of Israel, tlie dispersed of Judali, 
would have been regarded as exiled kings, whose 
diadem had been taken away for a short scasoTi, to 
b(^ restored in tenfold splendour. The Lord liatb 
over-ruled all things to the furtherance of his own 
sovereign purposes, hitherto of wrath; now of 
returning mercy : and surely it ill becomes us, 
when lie would withdraw the covering from our 
eyes, to grasp it with perverse tenacity, and in 
act, if not in w^ord, to declare that we will not 
see. 

We have looked upon Jerusalem as it was, 
when the Roman host advanced to compass it 
round; and upon Jerusalem, as it also was when the 
work of desolation had been completed, and the 
destroying army withdrawn from its lonely ruins. 
Jerusalem as it is presents an object of most sur- 
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passing, thrilling interest, through the astonish- 
ing change that in the course of a tew years is 
observable, first in the minds and intents of 
those who visit the holy city, and secondly in the 
result of their investigations. The Christian re- 
ligion, in its jiurity, seems to have j»revailed 
there just while the church of the circumcision, a 
small baud of those who had escaj)ed to Pella, 
found a refuge among the ruins of Zion, and 
clung to the mouldering stones of their beloved 
city and Temple. They were, however, disturbed 
in their desolate retreat by the Roman tyrants, 
who, fearful lest one of David’s royal house might 
yet escape to claim tin* kingdom, invaded even 
this harmless band, and murdered their chief 
pastor. From the period of Hadrian's Roman 
town, raised upon her holy hills, even to this 
day, has Jerusalem been a cage of unclean birds : 
never more so than wlieii those who called them- 
selves Christians held sway over lier. Supersti- 
tion, the most grovellmg that can be imagined, 
and the most fearfully opposed to the word of 
God, with one hand heaped defilement on the 
mountain of the Lord’s house, and with the 
other groped for miracidous crosses, found or 
feigned legends that enabled her to fix on this and 
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that spot, as distinguished by some event in 
gospel history, and reared an idol fane ii})on each 
fabulous site. The nobler Turk made choice of 
the mountain which God had dedighted to hallow, 
and ignorant man to profane ; and there he built 
his mosque, and fenced again the ancient platform 
of the Temple courts, and, divinely, though un- 
consciously instructed, he guards it to this day, 
alike from friend and foe. 

Now, instead of digging’ for impossible me- 
mentos of events that left no merely material 
trace belnnd them, to mar their deep spiritual 
significaiicy, our Christian tourists approach Jt*- 
rusalem intent on the discovery of national anti- 
quities, and to connect the present era with her 
past majesty and p(»wer. To this momentous 
revolution in the public mind we are indebted for 
the formation of a link that we hesitate not to say 
was essentially necessary to a right view of the 
Lord’s work ; for by it we are gradually esta- 
blishing the identity of sites which, as they arc 
set forth with the most perfect topograj)hical ex- 
actitude in prophetic Scripture, we must necessa- 
rily keep in view, while looking for its fulfilment. 
Let any simple-minded believer in the inspired 
character of the sacred writings read the follow- 
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ing declaration, with a full regard to its closing 
words, and he caiinot but enter into our meaning, 
nor, we should think, fail to arriv(» at the same 
conclusion. 

Tlius saith the Lord, 

‘‘ WJiich givctli the sun for a light by day, 

And the ordinances of the moon and of the 
stars for a light bj’^ night, 

“ Which divideth the sea where the waves 
thereof roar ; 

The Lord of hosts is his name ! 

“ If tliosc ordinances depart from before me, 
saith the Lord, 

“ Then the seed of Israel also shall cease 

From being a nation before me for ever. 

“ Thus saitli the Lord ; 

If heaven above can be measured. 

And the foundations of the earth searched 
beneath, 

“ I also will cast off all the seed of Israel, 

“ For all that they have done, saith the Lord. 
“ Behold, the days come, saith th(^ Lord, 

“ That the city shall be built to the Lord, 

“ From the tower of Ilannanecl unto the gate 
of the corner. 

And the measuring line shall yet go forth 
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Over against it upon the liill Gareh, 

“ And sliall compass about to (u>atlj, 

“ And the whole valley of the dead bodies, aiul 
of the ashes, 

“ And all the fields unto the brook of Keilron, 
“ Unto tlie corner of the horse gate toward the 
east, 

“ Shall be holy unto tlie Loud ; 

“ If shalt not be plucked up^ 

“ Nor be thrown down any more for fveu/’''* 
The whole of this, and the preceding chapter 
of Jeremiah, if read (‘onscciitivel}', and without a 
break, bears upon the subject with a force, that 
if not irresistibly convincing, must be ni(‘t with a 
power of repulsion that we should tremble to pos- 
sess. That the jirediction is yet unfollilled, one 
glance, at the two concluding lines must j»rove ; 
and immediately precerling the above passage is the 
promise of a new eo\enant, in virtue of whicli the 
Law shall be written in the hearts of the house of 
Israel. It was of old addressed to their ears, with the 
coveiiMit, “ Do this, and live but that law, so 
pure in its nature, and so strict in its recpiire- 
ments, they could not fultil : they failed in their 


* Jeromhih xxxi. 35 — 40. 
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part of the covenant, and so brake it. But better 
things are in reserve for Israel ; the Lord will 
write that holy law not on tables of stone, but in 
their inward parts ; and they shall render the 
willing service of loving obedient sons, where as 
bondsmen, ruled by fear, they were not able to 
bear the yoke of observances, into the deep spi- 
ritual tendency of which their hearts could not 
enter. The passage is so important, and has 
witlial, by some undiscririiinating believers, been 
so grievously i»erverted from its true meaning 
by a confounding of ‘‘ the law” with “ the 
covenant,” tliat we cannot do better than cite 
it here. 

Behold the days come, saith the Lord, 

That I will make a new covenant 
With the house of Israel, and with the hous( 
of Judah ; 

“ Not according to the covenant that I mad 
with their fathers, 

In the day that I took them by the hand 
To bring them forth out of the land oi 
E^t ; 

“ Which my covenant they break, 

Although I was an husbdiid unto them, saith 
the Lord : 
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“ lJut tliis shall be the covenant 
“ That I will make with the house of Israel ; 

“ After those days, saith the Lord, 

“ I will put my law into their inward parts, 

“ And t^te it in their hearts ; 

“ And I will he their God, 

And they shall be my people. 

** And they shall teach no more 
** Every man his neighbour, and every man Ins 
brother, 

“ Saying, know the Lord : 

“ For they all shall know me, 

** From the least of them unto the greatest ol 
them, saith the Lord : 

‘‘ For I will forgive their iniquity, 

“ And I will remember their sin no more.”^ 
And then, without a break, follows the gra 
Clous and glorious declaration before quoted 
What a solemn interest docs all this nttac'ii to 
the recent discoveries of learned and godly men, 
who have made it their business and delight to 
c.\plore the ancient boundaries, and to set up 
again the long forgotten landmarks of the holy 
city ! The tower of Hippicus is now identified , 


Jeremiah xxxi. 31. 



200 


JUDiEA CAPTA. 


and, springing from a piece of ancient masonry, 
single stones of wliicli reach to the enormous 
length of twciity-four feet, has been found the 
commencement of an arch, that evidently formed 
part of the bridge from the Temple to tlie city of 
David. Nay, the very mosque itself has been 
subjected to the eager gaze of enterprising En- 
glishmen, and discoveries made that justify the 
belief in the existence of foundations, over which, 
indexed, the plough has passed, but though above, 
not one stone was left upon another, who could 
prevail to dig up the subterranean relics of that 
stupendous architecture ? The press teems with 
discoveries, adding perpetually to the store of 
local information already possessed ; and we can- 
not choose but look upon Jerusalem not merely 
as the dwindled skeleton of what once was, but as 
the swelling germ, half rising from its earthy bed 
in promise of what*is to be. 

Once more, from the Mount of Olives, wa will 
in imagination look down, and contemplate the 
existing scene : and truly we may still aj)ply the 
lamenting apostrophe, " How doth the city sit 
solitary, that was full of people !” for an immense 
track of ground lies before us, destitute of a single 
building, not even a hovel or a shed ap()earing. 
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where stately streets and crowded marts once at- 
tested the populousness of the mighty Jerusalem. 
The present walls enclose a mere fraction of it : 
they pass over the brow of Zion, leaving to the 
yilough and to the browsing jlock the greater pro- 
portion of the ground whera David’s city stood. 
Ophel, the longj, narrow descent, reaching from 
the Temple wall to the valley of Ilinnom, bounded 
on the west by the Tyropcon, and on the east l)y 
the valley of Kedron, and appropriated to the 
multitude who served the Temple, bears not a 
dwelling on its desolate slope : nor can the eye 
distinguish the point whence rose the wall that 
girt it in. For a precipitous descent into the 
valley beneath, we now behold a swelling mass of 
ground, the accumulation of many centuries, where 
no doubt lies hidden a deep substratum of giant 
ruins, blocking uj) the entrance to subterranean 
caves. The site of fort Antonia is occuj)icd by 
the house of the Turkish governor, and a slender 
minaret marks the memorable area, forming, as 
in olden time, the north-west corner of the enclo- 
sure where stands the alien occupant of a spot 
that long was, and ere -long again shall be, most 
holy unto the Lord. We look with something like 
toleration, if with complacency we cannot look, 

u 2 
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on Ishmaers strong grasp of Isaac’s sacred moun- 
tain ; for though he there worships a god whom 
his fathers knew not, he has purged tlic jdace of 
idols ; and we must needs rejoice that tlie im- 
pious mummeries enacted in other parts of the 
city, arc sternly held aloof from contaminating 
the threshing-floor of Araiinah. 

An irregular line of unequal fortification, ex- 
I'luding the greater part of Bezetha, and other 
tracks that lay within the ancient city, runs strag- 
gling out and in, embracing the melancholy mass 
of broken buildings that loiter where the hands of' 
difl’ereut generations have placed them ; hearing 
no resemblance to what was, and probably des- 
tiiud to contribute but little portion to what is 
about to be. Until within a few short years, 
animal life was at a low ebb in Jerusalem ; intel- 
lectual life at a lower, and spiritual life there was 
none ; this was Zion, whom no man sought after ; 
but now from every part of the world the Gen- 
tiles congregate, they scarcely know for what, in 
her gloomy streets ; and, “ like doves to their 
windows,” her own exiled race flock unto her, 
their hopes rekindling under an influence that 
never yet moved the seed of Jacob in vain. 

While Gentiles of all climes and creeds, plan 

10 
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each after the model that his own imagination 
approves as best, the Lord God of Israel still 
keeps silence ; and they who know his name, feel 
that their vocation is to watch, to pray, to wait. 
The whole Bible is one manual of prayer for such 
as look for the appearing of Israel's Messiah in 
power and great glory, to conquer and to reign. 
He went into a far country, far beyond the ken 
of mortal eye, to receive for himself a kingdom, 
and to return. Long has he been gone, and long 
and sore have been the afflictions of those whom 
He alone can comfort. Zion has been desolate 
and a widow, her children moving to and fro, 
crushed under a dispensation of unetiualled wrath. 
Those of every other kindred, and people, and 
nation, and tongue, to whom he hath graciously 
extended the covenant of peace, and admitted to 
a spiritual jiarticipation in the blood-bought bless- 
ings of his grace, have likewise formed a small and 
a scattered remnant, through much tribulation 
entering the kingdom of heaven. While he is ab- 
sent, all the foundations of the earth are out of 
course, vanity is written on its possessions, and 
pollution on its joys. We wait, we watch, we 
wrestle in strong supplication for the signs that 
shall herald his approach, telling us in Ian- 
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^luage not to be misunderstood, the Lord is at 
hand. 

Very imperfectly have wc followed through the 
sad stages of its mournful fall, the city, concern- 
ing which the Lord once said that He had cho- 
sen it, yea, desired it for his habitation. We 
have seen how Judaia was laid waste, derusalem 
made a heap, and the children of the covenant 
slaughtered, or carried away into the cruellest 
captivity, the most wide and prolonged dispersion 
ever known among men. Shall we then say, in 
the language of unbelieving doubt, “ Hath God 
forgotten to be gracious ? Hath He cast off for 
ever?” No, we know that the fulness of the cup 
of troubling of which Jerusalem hath drank the 
dregs, and wrung them out, is a sure earnest of 
the abundance of that cup of blessing reserved 
for her when the days of her mourning are ended. 
The city shall be builded again, and the desolate 
\rastcs inhabited, and the people shall feed and 
lie down, and none shall make them afraid. 

Sing, 0 daughter of Zion ; 

“ Shout, O Israel : 

“ Be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 

” O daughter of Jerusalem. 

“ The Lord hath taken away thy judgment, 
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“ lie hath cast out thine enemy ; 

“ The King of Israel, even tlie Lord, is in the 
midst of thee ; 

“ Thou shalt not see evil any more. 

In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, 
Fear thou not ; 

“ And to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. 

The Lord thy God, in the midst of thee, is 
mighty ; 

“ He will save. He will rejoice over thee with 

joy; 

‘‘ He will rest in his love ; He will joy over 
thee with singing. 

“ I will gather them that ore sorrowful for the 
solemn assembly, 

“ Who are of thee. 

To whom the reproach of it was a burden. 

Ilehold, at that time, I will undo all that 
afflict thee : 

“ And I will save her that halteth, and gather 
her that was driven out, 

“ And I will get them praise and fame 

In every laud where they have been put to 
shame. 

“ At that time will I bring you again, 

“ Even in the time that I gather you : 
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‘ For I will make you a name and a praise 
‘ Among all people of the earth, 

^ When I turn back your captivity before your 

s, 

' Sattii the Lord.”* 


Zopli. iii. 14. 
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